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Caroline’s voice
to act with justice
God of Refuge and Solace,
Your son Jesus offered respect and
dignity to those society ignored,
forgot, rejected and failed. Caroline
Chisholm worked for emigrants,
young women and families in
need. She assisted anyone in need,
regardless of faith, race or culture.
Caroline was a prophet for her time.
Give us the courage as alumni
to be supportive of those that
society treat as outcasts: asylum
seekers, refugees, migrants, the
homeless, the addicted, and the
mentally unwell.
Challenge us to act with respect
and justice; without fear or favour;
without judgement or criticism;
without counting the cost.
May we be the voice for the voiceless
May your will be done and not ours.
We make our prayer in the name
of Our Lady Help of Christians.

From the Principal
Welcome to Alumni Times, Caroline
Chisholm Catholic College’s newly
revamped alumni community newsletter.
Our alumni community grows each
year and it’s important we continue to
celebrate your contributions, as well as
share with you what we’ve been up to.
It’s certainly been another busy year
and we look forward to welcoming
many of our graduates back for our 2017
alumni reunion evening on November
10. This year we celebrate the graduating
classes of 1977, 1987, 1997 and 2007.
Earlier this year we were honoured
to welcome back former student and
principal of Chisholm College Brother
Mark Hilton to the College. Father John
Healy, former student and teacher at
St John’s, shares with us what he’s been
up to and reflects back on his time at
the College in our ‘Where are they now?’
section.
We erected a timeline of the College’s
history from the arrival of the Brothers
of the Sacred Heart through to
amalgamation and present day.

The wall features the College principals
over the years, many of whom you will
recognise. You will have a chance to visit
the wall as part of the tour on the alumni
reunion evening.
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College
has seen enormous change over the last
few years. While the physical changes
have been obvious and welcomed,
I am especially proud of the work our
community has undertaken to create,
instil and promote our College values
of: Faith, Acceptance, Compassion and
Excellence (FACE).
As an alumni, you are all an integral
part of our history and community and
the values we live out daily.
It is the many individuals we engage
with including students, parents,
teachers and staff that make us leaders
in learning excellence.
Thank you for you continued support
of the College and I look forward to seeing
many of you on November 10 for the
alumni reunion evening.

Amen.

Former student and principal Brother Mark Hilton with College Leadership

2017 Reunion Night
Graduating classes of 1977, 1987, 1997, 2007
When: Friday 10 November 7–11pm
Where: 204 Churchill Avenue, Braybrook 3019
Cost: $20 cash entry on the door.
Welcome drink upon arrival. Partners welcome.
Finger food and door prizes. Strictly adults only event.
Dress: Smart casual attire.
RSVP: Monday 16 October 2017.
Please email alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au with your
graduating year to confirm your attendance and any
memorabilia you would like to contribute for the evening.

Class of 1977

1977

1997

Number one song: When I Need You by Leo Sayer

Number one song: Candle in the Wind by Elton John

Number one movie: Star Wars

Number one movie: Titanic

Prime Minister: Malcolm Frazer

Prime Minister: John Howard

• The first Apple II computers went on sale

• The Thredbo landslide occurs, killing 17 people

• The first TV Mini Series ‘Roots‘ aired on ABC

• Princess Diana died

• Anti-drugs campaigner Donald Mackay disappears
near Griffith, New South Wales

• Hong Kong returned to Chinese rule from UK rule

1987

2007

Number one song: Locomotion by Kylie Minogue

Number one song: Big Girls Don’t Cry by Fergie

Number one movie: Three Men and A Baby

Number one movie: Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End

Prime Minister: Bob Hawke

Prime Minister: Kevin Rudd

• The World’s population reaches five billion (5,000,000,000)
• Disposable contact lenses became available for
commercial distribution
• Seven people are killed and 19 injured when 19-year-old
Julian Knight goes on a shooting rampage in Hoddle Street,
Melbourne

Class of 1987

Class of 1997

• First Harry Potter book released

• The Apple Computer Company announces the release
of the very first iPhone
• The world unites for the first Earth Hour
• Harry Melbourne, confectioner (inventor of Freddo Frog)
dies aged 94

Class of 2007

COLLEGE NEWS
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
All three campuses came together to honour the social, economic,
cultural and political contributions and achievements of women all over
the world, on International Women’s Day, by wearing a splash of purple.
On March 8 the College encouraged discussions on gender equality and we
are proud to have a trailblazer such as Caroline Chisholm, a part of our DNA,
and change maker in her own right.

Moomba Parade

Sacred Heart Day

Students from the College
participated in the annual Moomba
Day parade on 13 March.

The College celebrated its founders
and patron day with two masses
and a fair on 19 May.

Since 1955, the Moomba Parade has
captured the hearts and imaginations
of Melburnians, encapsulating the
vitality and energy of the beloved
festival and Caroline Chisholm Catholic
College students have been a part
of the tradition for many years. Our
students shone on the day yet again.

We were blessed to have Father
John Healy celebrate with the Sacred
Heart campus, and Father John
Taliana celebrate with Christ the King
and St John’s.

National Day of
Action Against
Bullying and Violence

We gave thanks for the work of the
Sacred Heart Brothers, the Sisters
of the Sacred Heart and our patron
Caroline Chisholm.
Our celebrations were supported
with skillful musicianship and singing
from over sixty students.
A huge thank you to the Music
Department, led by Director of Music
Karen Heath and choir leader Todd
McNeal for making our celebrations
deeply reflective with their skills and
performances.

VCAL Initiatives
As part of their VCAL program for
2017, all VCAL students from all levels,
including senior, intermediate and
foundation, participated in a two‑week
work placement from 24 April – 5 May.
Work placement is a critically important
component of each student’s program.
It is a chance to gain important industry
skills, knowledge and insight as well
as putting theory into practice. Also,
many of the apprenticeships student
are offered each year actually come
from these placements. Therefore, the
work placements also allow then to gain
a network of contacts. One particular
program was the beautification at
Footscray Hospital, the first project of
its type in its 60-year existence. Students
were featured in the news for their efforts.

On 17 March, National Day of Action
Against Bullying and Violence, 1500
students and teachers across three
campuses committed their names on
a 1.5m x 3m banner saying, “we say NO
to bullying and violence” and pledging to
make the College a bully-free environment.
The banners have been erected in each
campus as a reminder to students of
their commitment and pledge.

“We are proud to have a trailblazer such as
Caroline Chisholm, a part of our DNA,
and change maker in her own right”

Awards
Assembly &
Talent Quest
Our students continued to
embrace the Awards Assembly
and Talent Quest in term three
with vigour.
An opening prayer was acted out
by our Drama students who called
our community to action using
the words of Caroline Chisholm.
We also presented our most
prestigious medals at the College
– the Caroline Chisholm Medals.
These medals are awarded to
students and staff who have
demonstrated our motto’s simple
message – Many Minds, One Heart.
After a quick break, we were then
given an exciting sneak peek into
this year’s musical, Mary Poppins.
The amazing cast performed their
tongue-twisting arrangement of
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious
which was very impressive.
The talent quest then commenced
and the four Houses competed
boldly against each other. Lorenzo,
rose to the top and brought home
the win.

Literature
Festival

Athletics
Carnival

The College celebrated its inaugural
Literature Festival (29 May – 2 June) with
the highlight being the return of former
student and award‑winning author,
journalist and essayist, Alice Pung.

On 14 March the four College Houses
came together at Newport Athletics
Track for the College Athletics Day.

Alice attended Christ the King during
her high school years and is now a
qualified lawyer and works as a legal
researcher in the area of minimum
wages and pay equity. Alice was born in
Footscray, Victoria, a month after her
parents arrived in Australia. The setting,
characters and their stories of her books
are very familiar to those of us who know
Braybrook, Sunshine, Footscray and the
surrounding areas. It was a wonderful
evening enjoyed by parents, students
and staff.

Students were clad in their house
colours as well as some fantastic,
creative costumes celebrating their
house spirit. As the weather heated
up, so did the action on the track –
welcoming superfast times across the
distance runs and great team work in
the novelty events. The environment
was festive as the day drew to an end,
where Lorenzo House dominated the
relays in front of the adoring student
body, leading them to the 2017 Athletics
Championship trophy with 1187 points,
followed by Clare 1090, Ambrose on
1083 and Galgani on 1023.

SCIENCE WEEK
Students immersed themselves in all things
STEM related during Science Week (7–11 August),
including an incursion by Learn, Experience, Access
Professions (LEAP) and a ‘Walk on the Clouds’
experience in our newly renovated Science labs.
Students lined up outside Chisholm Court for the
experience and were treated to a periodic table cake
featuring our amazing Science teachers at the end.
Our Year 7 girls asked questions such as, why is the
sky blue, and how are sink holes and black holes
formed as part of a Science Fair.

Buildings
& Facilities
A great deal of work has happened around the College
in the area of beautification and articulating our values.
To celebrate our College House Saints; Lorenzo, Clare, Galgani
and Ambrose – interpretation boards have been placed around
the St John’s, Sacred Heart and Christ the King campuses.
Christ the King forecourt

The Caroline Chisholm Medal board at the 204 Churchill Avenue
site, acknowledging all recipients of this award over the years
was installed. We have undergone an amazing upgrade of our
Sacred Heart and St John’s cafeteria with a homey urban feel.
Christ the King have also undergone a major overhaul of the
front entrance and administration area. Work on the College’s
new performing arts centre started over the term one break.
The new building will tranform the old Madeleine Centre into
more than 1400m2 of state-of-art space over two-stories for
the school’s creative programs and scheduled to open in 2018.

Administration Office, Christ the King

The original building was erected in 1956, by the architect
firm of Seabrook, Hunt and Dale who were engaged to
commission the building of a church, convent, primary and
secondary school on the land bordered by Cross Street,
Margaret Crescent, Athol Street and Churchill Avenue.

College timeline

New St John’s / Sacred Heart cafeteria

Renders of the new performing arts centre at
Christ the King Campus. Due for completion early 2018.

College Musical Mary Poppins

Our College musical, Mary Poppins was a huge success.
Students performed to packed houses on 25 & 26 August.

Performances were nothing short of
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!

In the Media
Caroline Chisholm Catholic
College students continue to
be recognised in the media for
their achievements.
From English to the performing arts
and so much more, they show why
we are leaders in learning excellence
in our community.
Media highlights include:
Reprinted with permission by
The Educator Magazine. To read
the entire article, please email
communications@cccc.vic.edu.au
and request a copy.

Walking the talk
Marco Di Cesare, who has been head of
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College for
the past five years, considers himself
a coach, mentor, guide, role model and
school leader all rolled into one.
One important factor behind this
attitude is the college’s diverse
community, which includes more than
60 different nationalities, each with their
own cultural and ethnic backgrounds.
It might not come as a surprise, then,
that building a strong family network
with parents was one of the first things
Di Cesare set out to do on becoming
principal of the college.
“We’re a school with three campuses and
1,500 kids, so we’ve got our own unique
issues, but I had to put my money where
my mouth was; I couldn’t talk about the
personalised approach I was advocating
without being involved. I had to lead this
change,” Di Cesare tells The Educator.
This personalised approach involves
routine calls and personal meetings
between Di Cesare and parents, with
the ultimate aim being a community
that enjoys a personal and meaningful
connection with the college’s leadership.
“I call the parents up and discuss
things informally; whether it’s certain
changes in their child’s behaviour or any
academic issues they’re having at school.
This can be in a positive or negative
context, but the most important part of
this is that parents know that if they have
any concerns whatsoever, they know
they can contact me directly,” he says.

“It’s about forming the relationship
between staff, student and parent.
For me, that’s the most important
thing. We’re a diverse community,
so sometimes there are language
barriers, but once you get to know the
parent, you don’t need interpreters.”
Di Cesare says this is because parents
don’t feel like they need “the extra layer”
of communication, and adds that this
also makes conversations “much more
straightforward and honest”.
“I talk to families and students about
their progress so they don’t need to go
to different teachers to ask them what
they should be doing. I look at the school
and its students holistically,” he says.
“We’ve done a lot of work in our family
partnerships area as well. We work
with a private provider to deliver English
classes for ESL parents. This allows them
to understand the school speak, and
other topics, such as what it means to
go to a university rather than a TAFE.”

“I had to put my money
where my mouth was;
I couldn’t talk about the
personalised approach
I was advocating without
being involved. I had to
lead this change.”

Where are they now?

Father John Healy
During the early 90s my journey in
life took another path. I felt called to
the priesthood, thus I left the Brothers
and spent six years at the seminary
in preparation for ordination.

John Healy in Rome

Since leaving St John’s as it was known
then in 1978 my journey has taken
two paths.
First, I became a Brother of the Sacred
Heart, the community of Brothers that
founded the college back in 1965. I was
with them for 14 years teaching both
primary and secondary. During that
time I taught Years 7–9 at St John’s.

I was ordained in St Patrick’s Cathedral
on 23 August, 1997. During my 20
years as a priest I had the following
appointments: Frankston, Langwarrin,
Corio/Lara, Airforce Chaplain for 8 years
and I am currently the Parish Priest of
Laverton/Altona Meadows/Point Cook.
Prior to my appoint in 2015 to Laverton
I was privileged to have five months
overseas of which three of those were
spent in Rome.
It has been 39 years since I left the
college, so what do I miss the most?
I think it would be the fact that I have
lost contact with many of the friends
I had during those times, as I have
wonderful memories of the things
we did, the fun we got up to.

What I remember most about my time
at the college was the dreaded cross
country on the last Friday of term two.
Crying out the school war cry at sporting
events; (yumba, yumba, yumba yar,
Braybrook, Braybrook best by far).
It sounded good at the time!
Whenever in later years I spoke with
others about their secondary experience
mine was always seen through the eyes of
a place I enjoyed, a place I felt supported
and encouraged by my teachers. A place
where I had good friends. It was the place
I met my first girlfriend.
Since completing HSC in 1978 life has
certainly changed for me. I thought I had
everything worked out; I would join the
Brothers and then teach for the rest of my
life. My study for the priesthood set me on
another path. If you had of told me when
I finished at Braybrook I would eventually
become a priest, then an Airforce Chaplain
and be posted to Afghanistan for a time,
I would have said you are dreaming.
What advice would I give students
today? Enjoy your time at Caroline
Chisholm Catholic College. Be open to
new experiences that may help you plan
for the future. Try and always think
outside the box, because there are always
possibilities out there for you.

Time changes everything...

Class of 1977

Class of 1987

Class of 1997

Yearbooks of the classes of 1977, 1987, 1997 and 2007

Class of 2007

The last word
Volunteering
opportunities

Got something
to add?

We always welcome the support of our
alumni for current and future College
events, including Open Days, Reunion
Nights and performing arts shows.

We would love to hear what you’ve been
up to since leaving the College. Share
your memories and photos from your
time at school and your journey to the
present day.

If you are interested in volunteering
for any event please email
alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au

Sponsorship
Want to support the College?

Email alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au
with your contributions.

Tell us what you think

There are a number of ways you or your
employer can sponsor a College event,
including an award at our Evening of
Excellence on Tuesday, 28 November.

Alumni News celebrates Caroline
Chisholm Catholic College’s past,
present and future. We would love to
hear your feedback about this edition
and your ideas for future ones via
alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au.

Please contact
communications@cccc.vic.edu.au
for a list of opportunities.

So much has changed since you
graduated – maybe even your
contact details.
Having your contact details, including
phone number and email address,
means we can send you news, reunion
notices and event invitations.

What’s coming up
IMAGINE exhibition Monday
13 to Friday 17 November
The College’s annual exhibition of
student work in the many areas
of visual arts held in the Quin
Auditorium. The exhibition is free
and open to all members of the
community.

Evening of Excellence
Tuesday 28 November
Top students who reach the best
in academic achievement in all
subjects are presented awards.
Invited guests only.

Christmas Concert
Monday 4 December 7pm
The annual Christmas Concert is
performed by our music juniors and
is free for the community to attend.
Please visit our College website
cccc.vic.edu.au closer to the date
for more information.

Plus we’d love to hear your story.
You can update your details by
emailing alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au;
calling us on +61 3 9296 5311;
or by completing our form online at
cccc.vic.edu.au/?q=content/alumniregistration
We look forward to hearing from you.

Alumni
Times

Year 7 2020
Enrolments
Applications are open for
Year 7 in 2020 and close early
September 2018. Contact the
College Registrar for more
information.

