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Nuns from the Religious Order of the Sacred Heart arrive at Christ the King. Circa 1965.
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Mary, Mother of
the Church
The Monday after Pentecost
Pope Francis has proclaimed the
new feast of “the Blessed Virgin
Mary, Mother of the Church” on the
Monday following Pentecost. The feast
encourages the growth of the maternal
sense of the church in the pastors,
religious and faithful, as well as a
growth of genuine Marian piety.
Mary, Mother of the Church, You
are a model of motherhood for the
church to follow. Be our motivation
to overcome all our challenges in life.
You lived by compassion even to
the foot of the cross of Jesus. May
we rejoice in the uniqueness of
others whilst promoting your Son’s
love for all.
Your maternal kindness has been
throughout time for God’s church.
May we be the voice and action of
the Spirit of Pentecost to the world.
You share in Christ’s kingdom now
and forever in eternal praise of God.
We sing with hope and joy for the
Kingdom of Love to reign now and
forever.
Amen.

From the Principal
Welcome to this edition of Alumni Times.
Our alumni community continues to grow
each year and it’s important we continue
to celebrate your contributions, as well as
share with you what we’ve been up to.
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College
continues to grow and change – you
would expect this of any school. As
Principal, I am well aware of the legacy of
our fine College and it is never far from
my mind.
We recently received the news that Sister
McGivern passed away at the age of 100.
Sister McGivern was Principal of Christ
the King parish school, Braybrook, at
the time of the great fire which some of
you will have witnessed. Brian Hanley,
a former student and now Principal of St
Monica’s in Epping, shared her eulogy
with me. May she rest in peace.
We also farewelled a long time staff
member of the College, Ms Adriana
Cerminara. There is a separate section on
this in this newsletter. Her funeral and the
later school-based send-off was a fitting
farewell to Adriana.
This first half of the year has seen a
number of new initiatives introduced
at the College and we continue to be
supported by our alumni.
We look forward to welcoming many of
our graduates back for our 2018 alumni
reunion evening on Friday, 9 November.
This year we celebrate the graduating
classes of 1978, 1988, 1998 and 2008.
The St Madeleine Centre at our Christ the
King Campus is nearing completion – it
is an impressive building and adds to
what we can offer to the students at this
campus. It will house new art rooms,
music rooms and dance and theatre arts
spaces.
We believe it is fitting that we continue to
acknowledge our history and it is for this
reason we will name this building after

the foundress of the Religious Sisters and
of the Sacred Heart.
Our College has continued to improve its
results over the years and I am grateful
to the hardworking staff at this College
who have ensured that our last five years
have seen the biggest consistent growth
for Caroline Chisholm Catholic College.
We are inspired to work harder because of
these results.

Year

Median
Study
Score

Better
Education
Rank

2013

27

371

2014

29

254

2015

29

239

2016

30

204

2017

30

190

Towards the end of last year, we
worked with the Australian Council for
Educational Research (ACER) for the first
time in developing educational goals for
the College. ACER is one of the world’s
leading educational research centres. We
were again buoyed by their findings and it
is clear our educational agenda is on track
to continue this improvement. I never take
for granted our families and their support
for this College.
As we progress through the 2018 school
year, let us be clear in our purpose and
support of one another as we pass on the
precious gift of faith with the joy and hope
Jesus brings to our lives. Let us not only be
inspired, but also inspirational.
Yours sincerely,
Marco DiCesare
Principal

SAVE THE DATE
2018 Reunion Night
Graduating classes of 1978, 1988 1998, 2008
When: Friday 9 November 7–11pm
Where: 204 Churchill Avenue, Braybrook 3019
Cost: $20 cash entry on the door.
Welcome drink upon arrival. Partners welcome.
Finger food and door prizes. Strictly adults only event.
Dress: Smart casual attire.
RSVP: Monday 15 October 2018.
Class of 1988

Please email alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au with your
graduating year to confirm your attendance and any
memorabilia you would like to contribute for the evening.

Athletics Day and House Carnival
On 21 March, the Newport Athletics Track yet again
became a sea of green, purple, yellow and blue for
this year’s College Athletics Day and House Carnival.
Congratulations to Lorenzo House for coming out on
top of the leader board. It was a hard fought battle
between athletes who left it all on the track.

COLLEGE NEWS
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
On International Women’s Day, 8 March we celebrated all women
in our community and around the world for their social, economic,
cultural and political achievements. In particular our namesake
Caroline Chisholm, the emigrant’s friend.
#IWD2018 #PressForProgress

2017 IMAGINE
We opened IMAGINE, our annual art,
design and technology exhibition
showcasing the works from Year
7 – 12 students on 13 November.
IMAGINE featured special works
from St Paul’s Primary School in
Sunshine West and St Peter Chanel
Primary School in Deer Park.

Anzac Day
Corporal Sarah Clark and Corporal
Stacy Howard from the Royal
Australian Army were on hand
on 24 April for our ANZAC Day
services at our three campuses. We
remembered all who lost their lives
through Australia’s involvement in
wars, conflicts and peacekeeping
operations. We especially remember
the courageous actions undertaken
by the Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps during the First World
War. Lest we forget.

The year
of youth
2018

2018 is the Year of Youth. To highlight
and inspire a call to open new horizons
for spreading joy, an image was
commissioned to promote and draw
people into reflection during the
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference.

“Every student has talents and we give them every chance to
succeed - whether that’s academically, artistically or in outof-classroom areas such as sport and social justice.”
Marco DiCesare, Principal

National Day
of Action
Against
Bullying and
Violence
Our students and staff on 16
March recommitted to saying ‘no
to bullying and violence’ in our
community with the signing of
banners that are displayed around
the three campuses. Bullying and
violence have no place in our society
and as a community we stand firm
to this commitment each and every
day.

2017 Study Tours
Students enjoyed visits to Japan and
Italy over the term three holidays. They
visited sister schools, as well as exploring
the many famous sites while testing their
language skills.

SACCSS Swimming Champions
On 27 March, represented by our largest squad to date, the College won the
Intermediate Girls Championship and the Intermediate Overall Championship at the
2018 SACCSS Swimming Carnival.
Each student placed in their races, and our junior squad members performed very
well, coming in second in boys, girls and overall. Our senior girls carried the flag for the
open age group that made valuable contributions and saw the College finish second
overall in division two.

SpinChat
Australia
Robbie Peime from SpinChat Australia
and Resilience Training gave our senior
students an inspiring presentation and
chat on 26 March. Robbie overcame
major obstacles following a life changing
accident. Robbie shared his story and the
importance of road safety, resilience and
determination in the face of adversity.

ARCHBISHOP VISIT
It was an honour to host His
Grace Archbishop Denis Hart at
our College on 9 March for the
Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne
Archbishop’s Conversation With
Student Leaders. Congratulations to
all students and staff from more than
20 Catholic colleges that participated.
It was a lively and reflective
discussion. #catholic #faith

You’re Invited!
Our annual Open Day has become a day families put in their calendar to come along, view
the College firsthand and speak to our student leaders and teachers. We invite alumni and
their families to come along on Sunday, 20 May and see how the College has transformed. You
may see posters at train stations and if you pop into Highpoint Shopping Centre you’ll notice a
banner featuring our wonderful students. We look forward to seeing you on the day!

Open Day
SUNDAY 20 MAY
11am - 3pm
All Welcome
Lorem ipsum

This year’s College musical, The Wiz, promises to be popular and tickets can be purchased
online at trybooking.com/VAEY. There are two performances on 10 & 11 August at 7pm.
So ease on down, ease on down the road and join us at the Quin Auditorium in what will be
another amazing production.

Book by
WILLIAM F. BROWN
Music and Lyrics by
CHARLIE SMALLS
Based on the story: "THE WONDERFUL WIZARD OF OZ" by L. Frank Baum
By Arrangement with ORiGiN™ Theatrical on behalf of Samuel French, Inc.

2

SHOWS
ONLY!

7PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
AUGUST 10 & 11

Quin Auditorium, 204 Churchill Avenue, Braybrook VIC 3019
Adults $20 · Students, seniors concession $15 · Children 7 and under $8
For all enquiries call Ms Spillane at the College on 9296 5311

Purchase tickets online

trybooking.com/VAEY

Channel Ten
– Mike Larkan
School Visit

In the Media
Band performing for
the Commonwealth
Queen’s Baton Relay
Games
On 19 February the Brimbank &
North West edition of the Star
Weekly newspaper ran a story
featuring our students who helped
provide the soundtrack for the
Queen’s Baton Relay runners as they
passed through the West on the
baton’s way to the Gold Coast.

Last year on December 4, our students
were visited by Mike Larkan from
Channel 10 ahead of the Christmas
Concert. Mike visited the school as part
of his Monday school visits and live
weather cross. The students enjoyed
performing for him, including a little
bossa nova number from Austin Powers.

Issac Haber
Year 8 St John’s student, Isaac Haber,
entered the Melbourne Victory Fan Day
Competition and the organisers were so
impressed with his audition that he was
selected as Mini Media Manager for a
game against Wellington Phoenix. It was
a huge opportunity for Isaac and last year
he also participated as a Mini MC.

TOP DESIGNS
Our Year 12 Systems Engineering students graced the
cover of Maribyrnong Leader. They were selected to
participate in Top Designs at Melbourne Museum.

Groove Time
Maribyrnong Leader
Cover Page
Christ the King girls appeared on the
front page of the Leader in support
of dance workshops in Braybrook
that will develop into the world’s
largest dance performance.
Run by Ausdance Victoria, a
contemporary indigenous routine
will be established for the 2018 Big
Dance Australia performed on 29
April at Federation Square.
Our dance students will have a
new home when the St Madeleine
performing arts centre opens at the
end of this year.

Top Designs is an annual exhibition presenting work
created by students who completed VCE Media, Product
Design and Technology, Theatre Studies Design, Systems
Engineering, Visual Communication Design and VET
Creative Digital Media.
Students will showcase their work between Saturday, 17
March and Sunday, 15 July 2018.

Congratulations
to our Top 20
The top 20 students from the
graduating class of 2017 received
ATAR scores ranging from 85.9
through to our Dux, Kane Hoang
achieving a 99.1. Our median score
remained at 30 which supports the
College’s strength in its curriculum.
Also, congratulations to the
following students who were
awarded scholarships.

Where are they now?
Alice Su

Since leaving Caroline Chisholm
Catholic College in 2007 I have
had several careers, created some
incredible new lifelong friendships,
travelled many parts of the world
and been involved in some amazing
charitable campaigns and projects.

Monash University

The common trend is, I’ve developed
my love for people, giving back and
making a difference.

• Gillian Davina Anciano –
Community Leadership
Scholarship

It’s been a roller coaster of a ride and
I’m definitely not the same person as I
was 10 years ago.

• Bishal Shrestha – Vice Chancellor
Scholarship for Excellence

From working in the finance industry
in customer service, to running my
own start up with my best friends
in the social media, I’ve done sales,
marketing, recruitment, business
consulting, the list goes on. One thing
that has stayed consistent, is that I’ve
managed events over the last eight
years and that’s allowed me to travel
nationally and internationally with top
speakers and CEOs around the world.

Victoria University
• Kate Zammit VU Scholarship
• Mary Vella VU Scholarship

As a student with Ms Paola De Simio

Crowned Miss Australia International

It’s been amazing!
In September 2016, I entered the Miss Australia International pageant in hopes to
break the stereotype of what it means to look like to represent a person from a
certain country, culture or religion and to redefine what it means to be beautiful, to
stand for the diversity of our country and our world.
I ended up winning, and becoming the first Asian-Australian to represent Miss
Australia International.
2017 Top 20

I now speak to young people around the world on topics of self-confidence, selfexpression, racism, and what it means to be an Asian women in today’s society.
A lot can happen in one year, let alone 10 years, I can’t wait to see what comes next.
I recently came back for a tour of the College and it was amazing. I didn’t realise at the
time how much my time here impacted on who I am today and what I saw possible.
I miss connecting with and seeing everyone five days a week, the lunch breaks were
great, the common room was even better!
What I remember most about the College is the teachers and the common room.

Kane Hoang (left)

There were some teachers that I’m still friends with till this day and I’m totally grateful
for their contribution to me and the impact they’ve made on me.

How has life changed since leaving the
College?
Mainly it’s been perspective - the way I look at my life and life itself is different. When
you’re not having to be somewhere five days a week all year round, you start to think
of life differently, what’s possible becomes very different.

What advice would you give students
today?
I would say be open to experiences and people especially. Befriend your peers, your
teachers, your friend’s parents, you never know where you’ll end up in 10 years, and
who you will bump into. Life changes and your perspective changes, however, there is
nothing like having friends and relationships around you that support and empower
what it is that you’re up to.
Kane Hoang 99.1 ATAR Score

Where are they now?
Michael DeGruyther
Everyone begins somewhere. I began in a small Catholic school
- St Peters in Sunshine West. There I heard words of wisdom
that I could do something good if I tried harder. Entering the
arms of the Sacred Heart at St John’s College, again I was
inspired through an amazing homeroom teacher to go on to
greatness (in my own way). It was in fact 20 years ago that I
entered the Chisholm College classrooms, bringing with me
my own wealth of knowledge, and again I learnt that I have so
much before me. I had teachers that helped shape my choices,
just gentle reminders (some harsher than others), some friends
that stay true today.
I left Chisholm College to enter La Trobe University and
complete a Bachelor in Science, and dabbled in several career
choices with telemarketing, sales, food and beverage and
working as a consultant in RACV, before deciding to accept a
teaching position in a small satellite school in Nara, Japan. I
slowly took up the language and found my niche, teaching. Here
I worked long hours but I didn’t mind. I loved the work I did but
it wasn’t work. I came to realise as I worked with children as
young as 18 months and as experienced as 90 years that wealth
lies in diversity, riches lie in opportunities, and knowledge lies
in experiences. I had come a quarter of the way around the
world to find people that smile, laugh and cry at all the same
things I had growing up. And now, I was growing up with them.
Having lived in Japan and worked at a language academy for
9 years, I learnt the difficulties of being stranded through
corporate bankruptcy. Luckily within a month I was working at a
middle school and two years later, sponsoring myself to work as
a freelance teacher, both privately and for a corporate language
school.

Michael at Emirates Aviation University

Michael with some of his students

Japan was my ‘crux’ in life. I networked and went on to do a
range of different jobs, one of which was working for an airline
personnel recruitment school. Here I met my wife and after a
4-year long distance relationship, moved to Dubai. Since being
here, I have studied in TESOL, joined the business school at
Emirates Aviation University and looking to continue further
with a Masters, linked with aviation, as I continue to work. I
have developed an interest in block chain technology and have
learnt to enjoy living.
I might have been a drop in an ocean, but I have learnt to make
wonderful ripples. Every day is a blessing and to make the most
of it.

What do you miss the most
about the College?
I guess it really is what I remember the most - my friends.
The moments we had in class, eating lunch, playing soccer,
laughing with some sincere, heartfelt teachers.

What left the biggest
impression?
The nervousness of entering the school. The relationships I
made. The sorrow of leaving friends as I went to university and
having seen so few of them for the past 20 years.

Life in Dubai has been rewarding

What advice do you have for
students today?
You have such wealth around you: diversity makes you stronger,
not weaker. Opportunity is what you make of it, so don’t be
afraid to try something new. Even if you don’t like it, learn from
it. Experience is knowledge. Your experiences will change the
world, for you and for someone else.

No matter what people tell you,
words and ideas can change the
world.” - Michael DeGruyther

Time changes everything...

Class of 1978

Class of 1988

Class of 1998

Class of 2008

Yearbooks of the classes of 1978, 1988, 1998 and 2008

1978

1998

No. 1 Song: Stayin’ Alive – Bee Gees

No. 1 Song: Too Close – Next

No. 1 Movie: Grease

No. 1 Movie: Saving Private Ryan

Australian PM: Malcolm Fraser

Australian PM: John Howard

• Sir Robert Menzies dies
• Sydney Hilton bombing

• Constitutional convention held to decide on voting for
a Republic model

• World water speed record of 510 km/h (317.60 mph) set
by Australia’s Ken Warby

• 1st Winter Olympics medal for Australia
• Six sailors die during the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race

1988

2008

No. 1 Song: Faith – George Michael

No. 1 Song: Low – Flo Rida

No. 1 Movie: Rain Man

No. 1 Movie: Slumdog Millionaire

Australian PM: Bob Hawke

Australian PM: Kevin Rudd

• Australia’s Bicentenary
• Walsh Street Police shootings

• Quentin Bryce is sworn in as the first female GovernorGeneral of Australia

• New Parliament House opens in Canberra

• Baz Luhrmann’s epic film Australia is released
• Sir Frank Little, 82, Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Melbourne dies

Buildings
& Facilities
Work on our new performing arts centre at Christ
the King Campus is entering the final stages. The
new building replaces the former convent built in
1956 and we be an exciting hub for collaboration
and inspiration from a variety of creative arts
including drama, dance, music and visual arts.
St John’s undercroft

We will commence work on a new multi-purpose
hall next to the existing auditorium. The new
hall will form a new precinct large enough to
accommodate our growing student body and staff.
Work is expected to start at the end of the year,
with the new hall to open for the 2020 school year.
Work has started on a new Year 12 garden and
outdoor space. The new space will allow students
to spend time with their peers away from crowded
spaces.
The undercroft linking St John’s Campus and Sacred
Heart Campus is undergoing a refresh. A striking
new entrance into the library will form the centre
piece, along with new timber roof tiles and polished
concrete.

Entrance to BISC

Year 12 garden

Render of new performing arts centre

Year 12 garden

Aerial shot of new performing arts centre

In Memoriam
Adriana Cerminara
The Caroline Chisholm Catholic College
community has been deeply saddened
by the death of our colleague and
longstanding teacher, Adriana
Cerminara. She contributed to the
College community for almost three
decades.
She taught across a number of areas
during her career, primarily in the
Visual Arts Department – but also in Religious Education.
Adriana had a passion for helping students to unleash their
creativity. She taught at the VCE level for many years, steering
students in a direction in which they could pursue their art,
as a chosen career. Many of her former students remained
in contact with her and invited her to gallery openings and
opportunities where she could witness their continued work
in the arts. She was always really proud of this.

She could often be seen at lunchtime, in the art rooms,
particularly with the junior girls, sacrificing her lunch hour to
give them further instruction and encouragement.
The College held many events that Adriana was involved in,
including the annual art exhibition, IMAGINE, previously titled
Mirrored Images. It was important to her to that her students
had a chance to professionally display their works. She
understood that this furthered their self- esteem and made
them strive for things previously unimaginable.
Adriana’s peers knew her as a very vocal, funny and dedicated
staff member. While her physical presence is no longer
here, her memories are all over the art walls, embedded
in our teaching curriculum and practices and part of the
conversations here at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College –
for many years to come.

Her commitment to helping students strive to be their best,
was second to none.

Sister Margaret
Monica McGivern
Sister McGivern, former principal
of Christ the King parish school in
Braybrook, passed away at the age
of 100.
She was born in Grey Lynn, Auckland
on 25 May 1917, the third child and
only daughter of William James McGivern and Maud Kay. She
was baptised three weeks later in St Joseph’s Church on 15
June, beginning God’s special life in her, a life she steadfastly
nourished for the next 100 years!

Sister Monica was appointed principal in January 1961 but
on the eve of opening the school that year in February, a fire
ripped through the new buildings. Over the weekend new
premises had to be found. Pavilions in the Melbourne Show
Grounds were offered. Sister Monica calmly and efficiently
organised bus timetables, assigned classrooms, sought out
teaching facilities, dealt with parents, police and transport
authorities, at the same time having her own class to teach.
Sister Monica will remain an important part of our College
DNA.

Sister Patricia Nunan
Former principal of Christ the King College (1987
– 1992) passed away on Wednesday, 25 April.
Over a twenty year period she was principal of
schools in Eltham and other areas of Victoria.
Sister Patricia was inducted as a Life Member of
the Principals’ Association of Victorian Catholic
Secondary Schools (PAVCSS) in 2003.
May she rest in peace.

The last word
Volunteering
opportunities

Caroline Chisholm
Society

We always welcome the support of our
alumni for current and future College
events, including Open Days, Reunion
Nights and performing arts shows.

Leading up to International Women’s Day
our community collected much-needed
sanitary products for the Caroline
Chisholm Society Sanitary Product Drive.
Our efforts were covered in Star Weekly
on 26 March.

If you are interested in volunteering
for any event please email
alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au

What’s coming up

NEWS STARWEEKLY.COM.AU

Year 7 2020
Enrolments
Now Open
Close Friday
17 August 2018

Top students who reach the best
in academic achievement in all
subjects are presented awards.
Invited guests only.

Caroline Chisholm Society chief executive Helen Cooney with Hanah, Charlie, Orlando, Mewal, Kayla
and Anna. (Dennis Manktelow)

All for a good cause

secure
place since you
So much
hasyour
changed
cccc.vic.edu.au
graduated
– maybe even your
contact details.
carolinechisholmcatholiccollege
CCCC_Braybrook

Having your contact details, including
phone number and email address,
means we can send you news, reunion
notices and event invitations.
You can update your details by
emailing alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au;
calling us on +61 3 9296 5311;
or online at www.cccc.vic.edu.au
We look forward to hearing from you.

Students at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College
are making an impact in their community, with
the donation of women’s sanitary products to
charity.
As part of International Women’s Day earlier
this month, the school collected products for
the Caroline Chisholm Society, and counsellor
Joy Georgey said the support was positive.
“The response was wonderful, and it tied
in International Women’s Day with our own
Respectful Relationships program, and was
also inspired by another charity called Share
the Dignity,” Ms Georgey said.
“The idea is that these sanitary products
will reach victims of domestic violence, the
homeless, and those who are struggling to get
the basic sanitary needs they need.

“We believe that hygiene is not a luxury.”
With 12 buckets of products collected this
year, Ms Georgey said she hoped to do the
drive again next year and improve on a strong
beginning.
“I think when we do this again we can do
even better,” she said.
“A big part of it is changing the perception
that periods are just secret women’s business
and shouldn’t be discussed.
“Part of Respectful Relationships is about
promoting positive gender roles, and reducing
the shame around these things, so it’s an
ongoing process and one we hope will do some
good in the community.”

Got something
to add?

Email alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au
with your contributions.
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Christmas Concert
Wednesday 5 December 7pm
The annual Christmas Concert is
performed by our music juniors and
is free for the community to attend.
Please visit our College website
cccc.vic.edu.au closer to the date
for more information.

Ewen McRae

We would love to hear what you’ve been
up to since leaving the College. Share
your memories and photos from your
time at school and your journey to the
present day.

Alumni
Times

The College’s annual exhibition of
student work in the many areas
of visual arts held in the Quin
Auditorium. The exhibition is free
and open to all members of the
community.

Evening of Excellence
Thursday 29 November

Tell us what you think
Alumni News celebrates Caroline
Chisholm Catholic College’s past,
present and future. We would love to
hear your feedback about this edition
and your ideas for future ones via
alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au.

IMAGINE exhibition Monday
12 to Thursday 15 November

Year 7 2020
Enrolments
Applications are open for
Year 7 in 2020 and close
17 August 2018. Contact the
College Registrar for more
information.

CLASSES OF

1978
1988
1998
2008

FOLLOW US
carolinechisholmcatholiccollege
@CCCC_Braybrook
@CarolineChisholmCatholicColl

