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Prophets of a
Future Not Our
Own
It helps, now and then, to step back
and take a long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our
efforts, it is even beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only
a tiny fraction of the magnificent
enterprise that is God’s work.
Nothing we do is complete, which is a
way of saying that the Kingdom always
lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be
said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.
No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the
Church’s mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes
everything.
This is what we are about.
We plant the seeds that one day will
grow.
We water seeds already planted,
knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need
further development.
We provide yeast that produces far
beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything, and there is
a sense of liberation in realising that.
This enables us to do something, and
to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a
beginning, a step along the way, an
opportunity for the Lord’s grace to
enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results,
but that is the difference between the
master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders;
ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our
own.

From the Principal
It’s hard to believe that we have
celebrated yet another reunion as
we welcomed back students from
the graduating years of 1978, 1988,
1998 and 2008 on 9 November. It
was a terrific night and I hope you
all enjoyed catching up with old
friends, visiting former classrooms
and seeing the transformation the
College has gone through over the
past four years.
We are looking forward to the
ongoing updates starting in 2019,
which you can read more about in
this issue.
As a College we are constantly
seeking to improve not only
physically, but academically. We
have maintained our median Study
Score of 30, positioning us as one
of the top VCE schools in the area,
as well as doubling our NAPLAN
Reading results compared to the
state average.
Such improvements cannot
be possible with the dedicated

teachers and committed students
we have at Caroline Chisholm
Catholic College.
However, improvements don’t stop
once students leave the College.
Our alumni play a big part in
promoting the College as a place of
learning excellence. Your support
of the College is appreciated
and I hope to see your sons and
daughters coming through the
College.
We are a community that has much
to be proud of. In our ‘Where are
they now?’ section, you will stories
from our past alumni, and recent
graduates. Their stories I’m sure will
resonate with many of you.
I hope you enjoy this issue of
Alumni Times.
Yours sincerely,
Marco DiCesare
Principal

Values
At Caroline Chisholm Catholic College we achieve our vision & mission by valuing:

Faith

Acceptance

Compassion

Excellence

The Wiz – College Musical
This year’s musical staged on 10 & 11 August eased
on down the road with a stirring performance of The
Wiz, based on the much-loved story, The Wizard of OZ.
Students were instrumental in delivering this year’s
musical by taking on key roles such as production, codirecting, choreography and sound.

Study Tours
Two groups of students enjoyed visits to Japan and
Italy over the term three holidays. They visited sister
schools, as well as exploring the many famous sites
while testing their language skills. Of course there was
plenty of time to enjoy the local cuisine, particularly
the gelato in Italy!

Design & Technology Week
This year’s inaugural Design & Technology Week,
held 29 October - 2 November, featured a number
of activities for students to get involved in. The most
popular was the pasta making contest. Students were
challenged to roll out the longest sheet of fresh pasta.
The winning group won with a length of almost seven
metres!

Sacred Heart Day
29 June

Awards Assembly & Talent Quest
27 July

IMAGINE
12 - 15 November

2018 REUNION
Wrap Up
More than 180 guests from the graduating years of 1978, 1988,
1998 and 2008 attended this year’s Alumni Reunion Night on Friday,
9 November. It was wonderful to see so many former St John’s
College, Chisholm College and Christ the King students catch up
and reminisce about the good old times. Head over to the College’s
Facebook page for more photos from the night.

Let me thank you again for
organising an amazing night
last week for past students. It was
truly amazing to see how the school
has grown over the last 10 years,
and of course to catch up with past
schoolmates. Emanuel - 1978 Alumni

Mark
in your
calendar
2019 Alumni
Reunion
Night
Friday, 8
November.
In 2019 we will celebrate
the graduating years of
’79, ’89, ’99 and 2009.
Invitations will be sent
out mid-year.

I had a great time, and especially seeing
how far the school itself had advanced.
Spiros - 1998 Alumni
Great photo to top off some great
memories and a great night!
Anton - 1988 Alumni
		

1978
1988
1998
2008

CLASSES OF

Thanks for being
such good hosts.
We had a great
night!
Danni 2008 Alumni
		

Buildings
& Facilities
Updates
St John’s and Sacred Heart undercroft

Work on our new St Madeleine Arts Centre at Christ
the King Campus is entering the final stages. The
new building replaces the former convent, built in
1956, and will be an exciting hub for collaboration
and inspiration from a variety of creative arts
including drama, dance, music and visual arts.
In 2019 we will commence work on a new multipurpose hall next to the existing auditorium. The
new hall will form a new precinct large enough to
accommodate our growing student body and staff.
Work is expected to start at the end of the year,
with the new hall to open for the 2021 school year.
Below are renders of the new multi-purpose hall.
Work has started on a new Year 12 garden and
space. The new areas will allow students to spend
time with their peers away from crowded spaces,
as well as catering for music and drama classes
with a new amphitheatre.

Entrance to BISC

The undercroft linking St John’s and Sacred Heart
has undergone a refurbishment. A striking new
entrance into the library forms the centrepiece,
along with new timber roof tiles and polished
concrete.

Year 12 garden

Render of new St Madeleine Arts Centre

Year 12 garden and space

Render of new multi-purpose hall

In the Media
Principal of
the Year

War on
Waste

Dancer finds
his rhythm

(Non-Government School)
Star Weekly | Principal on a pinnacle

Year 7 students from Aspire, the
College’s accelerated learning and
enhancement program, penned
letters
to Coles and Woolworths

encouraging them to re-think their
cosmetic standards for fruit and
vegetables.

PageWeekly
1 of 3 | Write stuff on waste
Star

Principal Marco DiCesare was
shortlisted at the 2018 Australian
Education Awards for Principal of
the Year (Non-Government School).
Despite missing out on a win, it was
an honour for him to be nominated.
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Year 11 student, Christian Francisco
made headlines within the hip
hop dance community by taking
outfirst place in the Melbourne
High Interschool Breakdancing
Competition. Christian has a very
bright dance future ahead of him.
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WAR ON WASTE

5/6/18 NORTH WEST PHOTOGRAPHY. ISSUE 12/6 PRINCIPAL CAROLINE
CHISHOLM CATHOLIC COLLEGE PRINCIPAL MARCO DICESARE HAS BEEN
SHORTLISTED FOR PRINCIPAL OF THE YEAR AT A NATIONAL EDUCATION
AWARDS. PIC MARCO DE LUCA

ER WILL AND AADI ARE PART OF ASPIRE HAVE WRITTEN TO COLES AND
WOOLWORTHS. PIC MARCO DE LUCA

By Ewen McRae

A group of Caroline Chisholm Catholic College students has
gone to war on waste.

Caroline Chisholm Catholic College principal Marco
DiCesare has been shortlisted for a prominent education
award.

Students
Launch
Community
Closet

Mr DiCesare has been shortlisted for the Principal of the
Year (Non-Government School) in the Australian Education
Awards, with the winner to be named at a ceremony in
Sydney in August.
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Caroline Chisholm English teacher Magda Hoszksko said
the letters showed the boys that the skills they’d learnt could
be applied to real-world situations.

MY
PLACE
Michell
Huggan

“The boys really wanted to put their persuasive writing skills
to use and make a difference,” Ms Hoszksko said.
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SCHOOL pride is soaring at Caroline
Chisholm Catholic College, with the
secondary school taking out the
Employer of Choice Award in the
2018 Australian Business Awards.
The award recognises
organisations that have developed
leading workplaces that maximise
the full potential of their workforce.
Principal Marco DiCesare said the
school had worked hard in the past
five years on key areas of the
organisation, including culture,
leadership, faith, training, employee
wellbeing, safety, performance
management and recognition and
remuneration.
“ I’m thrilled to accept this award,
and to be the only education body
recognised among much larger
organisations is amazing,” Mr Marco
DiCesare said.

GP medical centre to expand precinct
Chanel Zagon
FOOTSCRAY’S health precinct is set to undergo expansion as a new medical clinic
opens its doors opposite the
Footscray and Western Private hospitals.
The establishment of the
new centre, known as Eleanor St Clinic, was negotiated
by real estate agent Fitzroys
under a three-year lease.
It is believed the purposebuilt clinic, at 20 Eleanor St,
will comprise local GPs and
practice nurses, with plans
to open in the next month.
The clinic will have six
consulting rooms and 17 onCaroline Chisholm Catholic College’s student representatives Chelsea, 17,site
Aaron,
16, spaces.
Kathy, 18 and
parking

Phuong, 17, with the community closet. Picture: David Caird

“The immediate proximity
to the hospital precinct was a
huge drawcard for the property,” sales and leasing
executive Stephen Land said.
The building was previously tenanted by Western
Health for part of its drug
and rehabilitation clinic,
which has since relocated to
another building in Eleanor
St.
Federal Treasury has forecast health expenditure per
person to more than double
during the next 40 years.
The establishment of the
new clinic follows the State
Government’s plan to rebuild and refurbish Footscray Hospital.

School staff Anne Marie Cairns, Irma
De Guzman, Bernard Green, Suzanne
Farley, Marco Marco DiCesare and
Stephanie Banks.
Picture: ELLEN SMITH
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Caroline Chisholm Catholic College
was named as one of the top
performing VCE scoring schools in
Maribyrnong by the Good Education
Group. The College was one of two
schools with the highest VCE median
study scores in the area, both sitting
at 30.

14/08/2018

The
College took out an Employer of
12/06/2018
Choice Award at the 2018 Australian
Business Award. Caroline Chisholm
Catholic College was the only
education institute to be recognised
among large multi-national
companies.

Students launch community closet at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College for school formal | Herald Sun

Read the Paper

ESTHER

http://www.starweekly.com.au/news/write-stuff-on-waste/

A group of Year 11 and 12 students
came up with an innovative idea to
solve an age-old mystery of what to
wear to the school formal! Students
were featured in the Herald Sun for
their innovative community
closet
04 NEWS
that collected formal attire from
families and community members.
Menu

Top of the
class

Employer of
Choice
STAR

http://www.starweekly.com.au/uncategorized/principal-leads-the-way/
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Grand
day at
the hill
for

The year 7 students from Aspire, the college’s accelerated
learning and enhancement program, have penned letters to
Coles and Woolworths encouraging them to re-think their
cosmetic standards for fruit and vegetables.

Win
great
prizes
with

The Australian Education Awards are the leading
independent awards for the education profession in
Australia.
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Where are they now?
Judy Tran
Class of 2008
I am so surprised that it has been 10 years since I graduated from
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College in 2008! How time flies! I have
always been interested in health and science (thank you to the
teachers who helped nurture this passion!), so after graduating
high school I studied a Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of
Commerce at Monash University. The commute from Sunshine
to Clayton was made more bearable when travelling with fellow
Chisholm alumni! The highlight of my university studies was
completing my honours degree in Pharmacology where I worked
in the area of stroke. I also got the opportunity to work on other
amazing projects such as promoting the Monash Bionic Eye to
local high schools and help with research projects at the Monash
Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences.

What are some of your favourite memories
from College?

In 2014, I was offered a position in the Australian Department of
Health Graduate Program so I moved to Canberra to start my new
adventure in the public service. I completed my graduate year at
the Therapeutic Goods Administration, which is responsible for
regulating therapeutic goods including prescription medicines and
medical devices and making sure they are safe, effective and are
up to standard for Australian use. It was amazing learning about
how government worked and I gained an insight into the medical
industry.

What left the biggest impression?

In 2016, I took up a role supporting the assessment of medicine
submissions made to the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory
Committee (PBAC) seeking government reimbursement through
the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS). I am really enjoying
this job because of the challenges involved in carrying out health
technology assessment where scientific evidence is used to assess
the quality, safety, efficacy, effectiveness and cost effectiveness
of pharmaceuticals. I love working in this area and am currently
studying a Masters of Health Economics to further develop my
technical skills.
I wouldn’t have thought 10 years ago that I would even want to
do any more school! Upon reflection, all the things that I never
really planned for worked out to be some of the best things that
happened in my life - living in Canberra would be one of them, but
Melbourne will always be home!

Judy having fun at Questacon, the National Science
and Technology Centre.

My favourite memories all involved laughing with my friends –
whether it be in homeroom, in class or at lunch time in the common
room. We had a lot of fun - despite all the ups and downs of being
a teenager and studying! After all these years, it goes to show
that the friends you make in high school are one of the greatest
networks you have in life. My maths teachers will appreciate this
but another fond memory of mine was the day in Year 10 Maths
when I figured out how to find turning points of a cubic function mathematic - COOL!

The commitment my teachers showed and their ability to help me
make learning fun. I had fantastic teachers throughout high school
and I am truly grateful for the support and the laughs. They helped
me see the value in giving things a go and taught me that it’s ok to
ask questions.

What advice do you have for students
today?
I often repeat some very wise words I received from my Chemistry
teacher, “keep things in perspective”. It’s amazing how easy it is to
get caught up in things that seem big at the time and stop you from
enjoying the moment that you’re in. Also, I am a firm believer of
“it’s never too late” – sometimes you wonder why things don’t work
out but you will always figure out the right time to shine. I took up
beginner adult tap dancing in 2017 and was awarded the Shining
Star Award at my end of year dance performance. It goes to show
what you can achieve with a little bit of determination, enthusiasm
and humility.

Judy receiving her Shining Star
Award for tap dancing.

Judy submitting her
Honours thesis.

Where are they now?
Tina Giunta
nee: Santacaterina

Class of 1987
I started Shivoo Balloons in 2000 as a small home-based business.
Business was slow at first and in the day of no social media or
websites it was all about word-of-mouth! Within a few years and
with some patience and persistence, business really took off. By
2009 Shivoo had outgrown the family home and we moved to our
current location in a studio warehouse and now decorate large
scale private functions and corporate events.
I attribute my success as a balloon decorator to education. I have
always taken advantage of every opportunity I can to attend
classes and conventions. Attending educational events has made
a huge impact on my business. Education keeps me excited about
what I do, sparks new ideas and gives me the confidence to suggest
new ideas to my clients.
I’ve been heavily involved in the Balloon Association of Victoria
since 2009. This involvement has given me the opportunity to be
part of many balloon conventions in Australia and to meet and
work with some of the most incredible balloon artists from around
the world.

I’ve never been afraid to challenge myself, so in 2012 I applied for
and was awarded the Treb Heining Pioneer Visionary Scholarship
to attend the World Balloon Convention in Dallas, Texas. In the
same year I received the Balloon Artist and Suppliers Association
Australia industry recognition award for my outstanding
contributions to the industry.
My work has featured in many issues of international publications
such as Images and I have won numerous awards including 1st prize
for my medium sculpture at ABC2015.
Back in 2009 a new adventure began when I was invited by
Qualatex Balloons to teach at many industry events within
Australia. By 2016 I landed my first international teaching job in
New Orleans and, since then, has instructed in over six locations in
the US, as well as in Israel, Brazil and Mexico.
There’s nothing I love more than to share my knowledge and
passion for balloons and the balloon industry. I strongly believe
that learning should never stop, and education is the key to
success!

Brayden Sinnamon
Class of 2004
I’m going to start by being honest. I was not the model student. I
got detentions, I mucked around, and I rarely had my shirt tucked
in. Now I’m not saying this because it’s okay to act like that, but it
shows that anyone can do something with their lives as long as
they are honest with themselves and have the drive to achieve it.
My high school experience was like most others. I thought what
mattered most to me was being in the cool group, as you can see
by my fringes, and hanging out with friends. By the way, fashions
change and pictures will come back to haunt you! Now that is
only half true, the friendships I built at Caroline Chisholm Catholic
College and the life experience I got from such a supportive
community shaped me into the person I am today.
My focus was media, visual communications and fitness. So
naturally I thought after high school I wanted to work in film and
television. I completed my Bachelor of Film and Television at
Swinburne University, from there I worked on a few television
commercials but quickly realised this was not for me. It was my
father who made me realise that the fire brigade was the right
career path. I came home one day miserable after another day of
work only to see my father coming home happy after working in the
same job for 30 years. Joining the Metropolitan Fire Brigade (MFB)
has been one of the greatest things I have ever done. I now work in
a rewarding job where I can help others, and I can honestly say that
in 10+ years with the MFB I have loved turning up to work every day.
You will soon learn that this is a rarity where someone loves every
day of their job. Now it’s not all smiles, as a firefighter it can be
dangerous, and you do come across things you don’t wish anyone
would ever see but to help others when they are having the worst
day of their life is very rewarding.

Since joining the Fire Brigade, I have undertaken several specialist
qualifications Heavy Rescue, Urban Search and Rescue, Trench
Rescue, Fitness Leader, Equal Opportunity Officer and District
Training Officer. I have also taught and coordinated several recruit
courses and promotional programs. These qualifications have
allowed me to travel around the world, for example working in
Sweden with the Stockholm Fire Brigade for a short period.
After high school the study doesn’t end, you should always try
to push yourself and continue learning every day. I continued
studying and achieved my Bachelor of Emergency Management,
Masters in Emergency Management, Graduate Certificate in
Business Administration and I’m currently completing my Masters
in Business Administration. I have been lucky throughout my
career and have been promoted several times. Starting as a recruit
firefighter I was promoted to a Qualified Firefighter, then Leading
Firefighter, then Station Officer. My current position is Acting Senior
Station Officer – Manager of Corporate Strategy and Planning,
helping to shape the strategic direction of the whole MFB.

My point is not to talk about myself but to show you that if you
have the passion and the drive the opportunities will present
themselves.
Now you might be thinking school is hard and still a bit unsure
of what you want to do with your life post College. That’s okay,
not knowing what you want is normal and as you grow outside of
high school so do your priorities. You don’t need to know all the
answers now and to be honest you never will but if I could offer
one piece of advice, make choices based on happiness and not on
money. If you find a job you truly love you will never have to work
a day in your life. Who knows you might get lucky and have both.

What do you miss the most about the
College?

What left the biggest impression?
How much the teachers cared. The teachers at Caroline Chisholm
Catholic College want to see you become the best person you can
be and only out of high school I realised how much they helped
me to achieve my goals. (Not a paid endorsement by teachers).

What advice do you have for students
today?
I can’t stress this enough, make life choices based on happiness
and not on money, you only live one life so live a happy one.
Always make time to do everything you want to do. Travel, see
friends and just do what makes you happy.

Free time. Time to just enjoy moments with friends, playing
soccer, pranks and just kicking back without any real
responsibility. Because after high school reality hits hard; bills,
work and one day kids.

Where are they now?
Russell Kelly
Class of 1984
I went to St John’s College for Years 7 - 10 and then Chisholm
College for Years 11 and 12. My family lived in Duke Street, so my
brother and I would walk to school. The school was a multicultural
melting pot – Anglo-Saxons, Maltese, Vietnamese, Greek and
Italian. A good hard working school with no limitations on what
could be achieved. The boys were always playing soccer and footy.
A long time ago, in 1984, I completed my High School Certificate
(HSC) at Chisholm College. Back then we were assessed by way of
an Anderson Score – out of a total of 410 – your four best subjects
(percent) plus 10 percent of the fifth. Different mechanism to
today but the same result – a ranking used primarily for university
entries.
My main subjects were science-based. I had no ambition to do
anything in particular. As it turns out, the science subjects were
soon forgotten.
The next year was spent at RMIT and La Trobe University
in Bundoora, spectacularly failing the science subjects, but
spectacularly enjoying university life.
Various jobs followed at the Australian Wool Testing Authority, bar
work, and then working for a bank.
I joined the Victoria Police in 1988 where I remained for 16 years.
This job really straightened me out, opened my eyes to the wide
world - its perils and opportunities.
After several years of general duties policing, I studied for and
became a police prosecutor in the Magistrates Court. For about 10
years of my 16 years in the Victoria Police, I prosecuted matters in
Melbourne’s northern and western suburbs - Sunshine, Moonee
Ponds, and Bendigo.

Magistrate Russell Kelly.

Russell being sworn into office
by the Chief Justice of the
Victorian Supreme Court.

Observing qualified lawyers appearing in the courts inspired me
to return to university as a mature-aged student. After five years
part time study, I obtained a law degree. So much for the science
subjects in Year 12!
In 2007 I joined the Victorian Bar and practised as a barrister,
primarily in criminal law. This work took me all over Victoria and
New South Wales.
In 2018, the next evolution of my life in law saw my appointment
as a magistrate to the Magistrates Court of Victoria. I am honoured
and humbled in this position.
My working life has been more about words, language, people,
emotions and expression….not numbers, figures or formulas.

What advice do you have for students
today?
Enjoy your years at school. Yes there is pressure to study and
obtain marks. Embrace the challenges and learn from them. Enjoy
your friends and social occasions. Don’t over plan your life – get
into the habit of ignoring your best laid plans… oh and go to the
reunions… fascinating to see how everyone has changed… turned
out differently to what you may have thought… and got older!!

Time changes everything...

Class of 1979

Class of 1989

Class of 1999

Yearbooks of the classes of 1979, 1989, 1999 and 2009

Class of 2009

The last word
Volunteering opportunities

Caroline Chisholm Society

We always welcome the support of our alumni for current and
future College events, including Open Days, Reunion Nights and
performing arts shows.

We continue to support the Caroline Chisholm Society, in
honour of our namesake Caroline Chisholm. Students this year
have been raising funds and collecting goods over the year for
not only Caroline Chisholm Society, but other charities and
organisations.

If you are interested in volunteering for any event please email
alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au

Tell us what you think

If you have any goods you would like to donate to any of our
House charities, please email our Director of Mission and Faith,
Bernard Green on b.green@cccc.vic.edu.au. Items can include
blankets, items of clothing, food and other household goods.

Alumni News celebrates Caroline Chisholm Catholic College’s
past, present and future. We would love to hear your feedback
about this edition and your ideas for future ones via
alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au.
So much has changed since you graduated – maybe even
your contact details.

Benenson Societ y

Having your contact details, including phone number and email
address, means we can send you news, reunion notices and
event invitations.
You can update your details by:
emailing alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au
calling us on +61 3 9296 5311
or online at www.cccc.vic.edu.au
We look forward to hearing from you.

VCAL Opportunities
We are always looking for businesses that can provide work
placements for our VCAL students with practical, hands-on,
work-related experience. VCAL offers students the opportunity
to secure certificates and training in areas of interest for their
future career and education pathways.
Students who do VCAL are likely to be interested in entering
training at a TAFE Institute, starting an apprenticeship or getting
a job after completing secondary school.
If you have placements and can support the College, please
email Ray Mizzi, VCAL Coordinator on r.mizzi@cccc.vic.edu.au.

Alumni
Times
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Got something to add?
We would love to hear what you’ve been up to since leaving the
College. Share your memories and photos from your time at
school and your journey to the present day.
Email alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au with your contributions.

Year 7 2021 Enrolments
Applications will open January 31 for Year 7
in 2021 and close in late August. Contact the
College Registrar at registrar@cccc.vic.edu.au
for more information.

2019
Open Day

What’s coming up?

SUNDAY 19 MAY
Be sure to tell family and friends about our Open Day on
Sunday, 19 May 2019. Prospective families can tour all
three campuses and speak to teachers and students
about our facilities and programs.
Lorem ipsum

Caroline Chisholm Catholic College
communications@cccc.vic.edu.au
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