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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome to this edition of Alumni 
Times. It has certainly been a very 
different start to the 2020 school year 
than any of us thought it would be at 
the end of last year. Our theme this 
year is ‘Strength in Spirit’, and fitting 
given the circumstances we face as 
a global community. As I write this, 
Term 2 is now well under way. How 
the curriculum is delivered is different. 
Our teaching staff have been teaching 
classes remotely. There have been times 
when things haven’t gone as planned, 
particularly with technology, but our 
commitment is steadfast. Our Strength 
in Spirit will guide us through these 
challenging times. As a community we 
are all asked more than ever to be the 
best we are called to be.

Term 1 was particularly busy, not only 
preparing to move to remote learning, 
but, as always, welcoming back 1500 
students to the start of a new academic 
year.

On 11 March, we blessed and officially 
opened the St Madeleine Centre at our 
all-girls Christ the King Campus. Despite 
some of the hurdles we faced during 
the construction phase, we are thrilled 
to finally be able to share this amazing 
building with staff and students. The 
blessing was overseen by Bishop Mark 
Edwards and we were honoured to have 
James Paterson, Victorian Senator, also 
join us. There are photos of the new 
Centre within these pages.

We celebrated our Athletics House 
Carnival the following day. The day 
is always one of the most popular 
days among staff and students, as 
evident in the colour and effort that 
goes in to making it such a success. 
Congratulations to Clare House on 
making it back-to-back wins.

Over the summer holidays, work on 
our building upgrades continued. Our 
senior boys’ toilets were updated, with 
someone pointing out the colours 
remind them of the Jamaican flag! 
Work on upgrading the sick bay and 
administration area at Christ the King 
Campus also got started.

Our new Science labs at Christ the King 
have commenced the initial stage of 
construction, and over the Easter break 
we tendered out our multi-purpose 
hall to be built at our 204 site. Needless 
to say, things haven’t slowed down at 
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College.

At our Commissioning Mass and 
Opening Assembly, we celebrated the 
achievements of our Class of 2019. Well 
done to College Dux Vicky Nguyen for 
achieving an outstanding ATAR of 97.2, 
and to all of our Top 20 students for 
their high achievements.

As we settle into remote learning from 
the comforts of home, I am humbled by 
how staff, students and families have 
embraced this change. 

A lot of work at the end of Term 1 went 
into ensuring we were ready to go at 
start of this term.

Although the immediate future may 
seem uncertain, it is during these times 
we are reminded that our collective 
efforts can overcome anything. As a 
College we embrace that in our motto 
Many Minds, One Heart. I wish you 
and your families all the best as we 
manoeuvre though these uncharted 
time. I know we will come out of it 
stronger through our shared strength 
in spirit.

Yours sincerely,
Mr Marco Di Cesare

Prayer - Strength in Spirit
God of Love and Compassion,
We give thanks for Your gifts of inner strength, passion, 
and perseverance.
Gift us Your Knowledge of unity and justice.
You are our rock of stability in every struggle life offers.
Our inner strength. Your gentle Spirit.

Guide us with Courage, Purpose and Steadfastness.
Make our spirit light the world, like a lighthouse on the 
water.
Allow our soul grow in Your Wisdom and Understanding.
Our inner strength. Your gentle Spirit.

Life is full of challenges that unsettle us.
When we feel like breaking, be our flexibility.
Make Fortitude and Counsel our shield against adversity.
Our inner strength. Your gentle Spirit.

Make us reflect Your image.
Bring us to Reverence and Awe for Your love of all.
May we bring about Your Kingdom of Justice and Peace.
Our inner strength. Your gentle Spirit.
Make us resilient through Your Spirit.
We make our prayer through Christ our Lord. 
Amen

Artwork by Jazmin Andres, Mitilai Bhoj, 
Khoi Lam, Jovilyn Rabino, Ivan Starcevic, 
Kevin Ortiz, Haneesha San Miguel



Prayer - Strength in Spirit

Still keep in contact with others from your graduating year?  
Please encourage them to attend and pass on the event details.

2020 Reunion Night
When:  Friday 6 November 2020, 7pm - 11pm 

Where:  204 Churchill Avenue, Braybrook 3019 

Cost:   $20 entry on the door. One free drink 
upon arrival. Partners welcome. Finger food 
and door prizes. Strictly adults only event. 

Dress:  Smart casual attire.

RSVP:   Monday 12 October 2020. Please email 
alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au with your graduating year 
to confirm your attendance and any memorabilia  
you would like to contribute for the evening.

For more information visit cccc.vic.edu.au
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1980 was the year Chisholm College was formally 
constituted as a senior college and Registered as  

School No. 1802 distinct from St John’s.

SAVE THE DATE

Congratulations to the Class of 2019
The top 20 students from the graduating Class of 2019 received ATAR scores ranging from 86.6 through to our Dux,  
Vicky Nguyen, achieving a 98.2 ATAR.

In addition to Vicky’s outstanding result, the College also saw growth in its overall 2019 results:
• 249 students successfully completed VCE, VET and VCA
• 14 ATAR scores above 90+
• 36 ATAR scores above 80+
• Top 20 students achieved an average ATAR of 94.3
• 23 Study Scores above 40+
• Median ATAR for 2019 was 65.25 and increase of 3.16%.

The event is subject to change due to current restrictions around social gatherings.



COLLEGE NEWS
St Madeleine Centre Official Opening 
On 11 March, the Association of Canonical Administrators and Principal Marco Di Cesare along with distinguished guests, Bishop 
Mark Edwards and the Honourable James Paterson Senator for Victoria, staff and students celebrated the official opening and 
blessing of the St Madeleine Centre.

International  
Women’s Day
Staff and students were asked to ‘strike a pose’ in 
support of International Women’s Day on 6 March. 
#EachforEqual was this year’s theme. Staff and 
students made the equal sign with their arms, as well 
wearing a splash of purple to honour the day.



Commissioning Mass and Assembly
On Friday, 21 February we officially welcomed students to the start of the 2020 academic year with a commissioning mass and 
assembly. We also welcomed in our new College leaders and celebrated our Top 20 achievers from the Class of 2019.

 



Senior Activity Day
A new initiative was launched on 11 March for our senior students with 
team building exercises from our Sports Department that included chess, 
basketball, soccer, dance and an Amazing Race activity. Students were able 
to put their studies aside for the day and get to know each other in a fun and 
engaging way.

Caroline Chisholm Wall
Caroline Chisholm was the emigrant’s friend, and as a faith-led community we continue to follow in her footsteps through our values 
of Faith, Acceptance, Compassion & Excellence (FACE). Work on a new wall installation that depicts her story from the beginning to 
leaving a legacy for all of us to follow is almost complete and will grace the student entrance at our 204 site.

Amazing Race Winners



VCAL & King’s Garden - Christ the King
Year 7 Food Technology class and teacher Mr Pham are rejuvenating the garden situated next to the Food and Technology 
classrooms. A fresh scent of earth and herbs wafted as the girls worked industriously. More to follow in the coming months!

House Athletics Carnival
On 12 March, the Newport Athletics Track was yet again the scene for our 
annual College Athletics House Carnival. Congratulations to Clare House 
who has now won the House Cup two years in a row finishing on top of the 
scoreboard. It was a hard-fought battle between all athletes across year 
levels who left it all on the track. Well done to Ambrose House for moving up 
to second place following last year’s fourth spot finish.



Remote Learning
Our teaching staff were well prepared for the move to remote learning from the start of Term 2.



Buildings  
& Facilities 
St Madeleine Centre
It’s finally here! The new St Madeleine Centre has 
been running music, dance, drama and visual arts 
classes for the girls at Christ the King since the start 
of this year.

Multi-purpose Hall
Construction and tender documents for the 
proposed new multi-purpose hall have been sent out 
to market. Work on the new hall will start in August 
this year. Once complete, the hall will be a great 
space for us to gather as a community – all 1800 staff 
and students!

New Student Toilets
Toilets across all three campuses were upgraded 
and provide students with a modern and better 
equipped space.



In the Media
Phillip Kamay
Meet Phillip, our new Director of St John’s Campus. Phillip 
shared his journey from Melbourne’s eastern suburbs to 
the inner west.

St Madeleine Centre 
Opening
The new music, visual and performing arts centre is 
an amazing addition to the College and community. 
Thank you to Bishop Mark for his blessing and to 
everyone involved.

Leading the Charge
Our Head of Learning (Science) Ms Marnie Bates and 
Edrolo, Australia’s leading provider of online textbooks 
for VCE students, recorded a practical lesson so Year 12 
students can view it online and collect data from it. The 
concept was an initiative by Marnie to get the practical 
component of Chemistry units streamed online. The 
College’s Science labs were used, and the online videos 
will be available for all schools across Australia that 
Edrolo.

Tomorrow’s Leaders
Our 2020 College Captains were featured in the 
Herald Sun as part of a feature Tomorrow’s Leaders. 
They shared their thoughts on what their generation 
can do to bring out a better world for the future.

Top Dog
Looking for the best hot dogs in town? Then look no 
further than Braybrook! Year 12 student Nathan and 
his team at Hot Dog Hustle were named top food 
truck in Melbourne.



WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Jerzy Gill
Class of 1973
When I was asked to contribute to Alumni Times it made me realise just how time flies 
when you’re having fun. It’s been 47 years since graduation! A lot has changed in the 
world over those years and I’m sure that the St John’s College that I attended was very 
different to the Caroline Chisholm Catholic College of today. When I commenced in 1968 
I believe we were only the fourth intake for the school. I recall in Years 7 and 8 having a 
test every Friday in most subjects on the work that was covered during that week, but 
it could also include anything covered in prior weeks, that meant there was no R&R on 
Thursday nights; I studied more in Years 7 and 8 than I did in Years 9 to 12 combined.

After graduating I commenced a Bachelor of Business (Accounting) full time at the old 
Footscray Institute of Technology for the first half of the course and then entered the workforce. I completed my degree on a part-
time basis at the then Prahran College of Advanced Education due to my work commitments at the time being in Chadstone. I spent 
the first couple of years of my career in accounts and finance which at first; seemed quite good but looking back I suspect my mind 
was somewhat clouded by the pay cheque. In the late 70s I moved into Audit and spent the next 10 years conducting investigations 
into Government tendering and contract practices and carrying out management performance reviews. The experience and 
expertise I gained in those years laid the path for the rest of my career. A change of direction in 2004 to the Vocational Education 
and Training sector provided me with several opportunities. After a brief two-month retirement in 2011, I accepted a position with 
a newly established government authority, the Australian Skills Quality Authority, as the Victorian Regional Manager, Compliance 
Operations. After a busy two years setting up the Melbourne office I decided to retire again, but this time completely and 
permanently.

In 1972 a very controversial change was about to occur at St John’s, who would have thought at the time, that a Catholic boy’s 
secondary school would allow girls from two neighbouring Catholic girl schools to attend our school? Well it did; 1972 marked the 
year St John’s became a co-educational school for Years 11 and 12; a highlight of my school days, as I would never have met my 
wife, Maryanne Gill (nee: Holman) if it didn’t go co-educational. After graduating Maryanne went on to Melbourne University and 
completed a Bachelor of Arts and Diploma of Education and spent several years teaching at various high schools including her first 
year at Mildura High School. We have six children ranging in age from 27 to 38, and you could say that life was quite busy for quite a 
number of years as they were growing up.

As I was able to achieve my goal of retiring early, Maryanne and I are both fortunate these days to have the time and freedom to be 
able to travel and spend time with our five grandchildren.

Looking back I have fond memories of my time at St John’s, one of the things that stands out to me is that we were probably 
fortunate to have a group of Brothers that were generally (for those of you who remember, I did say “generally”) in the younger age 
group, and therefore, quite progressive when compared to other Catholic boys schools of the era; the standout was Brother Joseph 
Bouchard, the Principal at the time. I don’t think I have ever met a kinder, more caring and perceptive person who had the greatest 
empathy for his students and a sense of humour to boot.

On vacation along the 
Canadian Rockies

Year 12 Class of 1973 Old St John’s College Uniform



Dr Phillip Chiem
Class of 2008
My name is Phillip Chiem, I am a former student of Caroline Chisholm Catholic College 
and graduated high school in 2008. After finishing Year 12, I moved on to study in 
two different courses, Biomedical Science (2009) and Human Movement (2010) 
before finally settling down into a career of health sciences as a Chiropractor. After 
graduating, I moved to rural South Australia looking after the local towns people 
which consisted of farmers and miners for two years before moving back home to 
Melbourne. It was a different world from driving bumper to bumper in the big city of 
Melbourne to dodging kangaroos and emus along country roads. 

I enjoy my chosen career path as it puts me in a position to make a difference in the 
community. One of the biggest joys as a Chiropractor, is the gratitude I receive from 
my patients and seeing the difference I make in their lives managing their pain.

In my final year at school I studied English, Maths Methods, Biology, Chemistry and 
Psychology, I have always had an interest in the human body and the amazing things 
it can do.

I am now working as Doctor in Chiropractic in two clinics - one in Essendon and the 
other being in Sunshine. Working in the West brings me immense joy to give back to 
the community and town where I grew up as a young teenager. In my free time when 
I’m not too busy fixing people’s backs and necks, I am training in martial arts and still 
play the odd video game to keep my inner child alive.

What do you miss most about College?

I miss seeing all of my classmates in the one setting. As you get older, it’s harder to get 
everyone together as we start living our own lives. I miss the energy of my classmates, 
the conversations we had about what we were going to do when we got out of high 
school, what anime shows / video games were good, and the little pearls of wisdom 
our high school teachers would impart on us.

What advice would you give to students today?

I would tell them to take their time exploring their career paths and to take the time 
after high school to explore, work, pick up some hobbies and better understand 
themselves as a person. Don’t have a passion? Use this time to find out what it is that 
drives you. Don’t be in such a rush to grow up, life is a journey. Take as many pit stops 
as you need to learn as much as you can in this vast world.

Working in South Australia with 
Access Chiropractic Centre

Working at Allied Health

Graduating with a Master in 
Chiropractic

At the Clinic



WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Sabrina Raverty
Class of 2012
I graduated from Caroline Chisholm Catholic College in 2012 and went on to complete 
a bachelor’s degree in Agriculture, majoring in animal health at the University of 
Melbourne. My passion for working in the agricultural industry of Australia came from 
my upbringing when I lived in Romsey, a small community approximately an hour 
from Melbourne. From a young age I had a natural instinct with livestock, performing 
husbandry tasks with my father every weekend. Handling horses, cattle, sheep and 
poultry became second nature to me and since then I have never imagined working in 
any other industry.

In 2007 I moved to the city and began my first year of high school at Caroline Chisholm 
Catholic College. I would be lying if I didn’t say I initially struggled with the transition 
from a small country community into such a multicultural and dynamic environment.

By Year 8 I had become accustomed to the way of life in the big smoke with the 
help from teachers, support staff and amazing friends at the College. Fast forward 
to Year 12, I completed Biology, Chemistry, Foundation Maths, Health and Human 
Development and English. My fondest memory of Year 12 was our graduation, 
not only was it a fantastic night for the year level to celebrate the hard work and 
achievements of that year, I was lucky enough to be awarded ‘Belle of the Ball’. Along 
with my fellow students I hoped to achieve the ATAR that I needed for the Bachelor of 
Agriculture at Melbourne. Fortunately, I was successful in achieving the ATAR needed 
but missed out on being selected due to not obtaining the prerequisite mathematic 
mark for this degree. This was a disheartening moment in my life and had no other 
choice but to accept my second preference.

In 2013 I completed a year at Latrobe University doing a Bachelor of Veterinary and 
Biosciences. During my year at Latrobe I had to complete and pass a mathematics 
subject in order to transfer to Melbourne University. With hard work and dedication, I 
passed the mathematics subject with top marks and was accepted the following year 
in 2014.

I attended the University of Melbourne between 2014-2016 and it was the best 
three years of my life. I made some lifelong friends, attended balls, travelled the 
world during university breaks, attended social outings, first year camps and 
completed intensive subjects at Melbourne University’s (Dookie College) own farm for 
agricultural and veterinary students. I completed subjects such as animal physiology, 
biosecurity, farm management, agricultural economics, biochemistry, plant pathology 
and animal nutrition. I graduated with an immense passion for biosecurity, animal 
health and nutrition and am lucky enough now be working for one of the biggest 
animal nutrition companies in Australia, Ridley Corporation. My current role is 
as a nutrition support officer, where I support a team of six highly skilled animal 
nutritionists. I am also the main nutrition contact and formulator for the Terang 
Mill situated in the Western District of Victoria. I work with sales and technical, 
merchandising, procurement and quality teams daily obtaining raw materials such as 
wheat, barley, canola meal and macro and micro minerals to ensure these materials 
are utilised efficiently and economically and most importantly that diets meet the 
nutritional requirements of livestock at all stages of life.

Year 12 at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College was a critical time in my life. Without the 
continuous support and dedication from my fantastic teachers, I do not believe that 
I would be where I am today. A degree in Agriculture has opened my eyes to many 
possible future career opportunities and I cannot wait to see where I will be or what I 
will be doing in the next decade.

What advice would you give to students today?

If it’s one thing I can pass onto future Year 12 students it is to try your best in Year 12 
but do criticise yourself if you do not receive the ATAR and/or your first preference of 
university. There are many pathways to get into the university you want, you just have 
to research how and be committed and patient.

Visiting Austria

Graduating Melbourne 
University

At work

At the Graduation Ball

Visting Italy



Student Achievements

CEM Creative Arts 
Exhibition 2020
Congratulations to Michaela Gatt (2019 Alumni), winner of the Archbishop’s Award 
for Religious Art (Secondary) for her work Dearly Departed. The exhibition was part 
of Catholic Education Week 2020 with its theme The Future is Listening.

Tee-rific!! 
Congratulations to Aliyah Gulmen for winning the ‘Best Individual Female’ award at 
the 2020 SACCSS Junior Golf Tournament held at the Melbourne Airport Golf Club 
earlier this year.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
2019 DUX VICKY NGUYEN ON
ACHIEVING AN ATAR OF 97.2

Be  one  of  our  faces

All in the family 
Every year The Melbourne Theatre Company (MTC) selects a number of Year 11 
students from across Victoria to be a part of its MTC Ambassador Program. It’s a 
huge opportunity, yet highly competitive and tough to get selected.

Year 11 student, Hesha Mashruwala was chosen to represent the College, and is 
the second in her family to do so. Her brother Jainam who graduated last year was 
also an MTC Ambassador in Year 11.

Being part of the MTC Ambassadors program is a huge opportunity for Hesha. 
She is a theatre lover and wants to peruse a career in the creative arts industry. 
The MTC Ambassador Program provides her with a platform and learning skills 
required to have.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
2019 DUX VICKY NGUYEN ON
ACHIEVING AN ATAR OF 97.2

Be  one  of  our  faces



What’s coming up

Caroline Chisholm Catholic 
College Open Day Virtual 
Tour
Be sure to tell family and friends 
about our Virtual Tour on Sunday,  
17 May.

For details and to register for one of 
three sessions, please visit  
cccc.vic.edu.au/open-day

Please note spaces are limited to 30 
participants per session. 

Year 7 2022 Enrolments
Applications are now open and will 
close on 21 August 2020. Secure 
your place today.  
 
Contact the College Registrar at 
registrar@cccc.vic.edu.au for more 
information.

Visit our College website  
cccc.vic.edu.au to submit an 
online application or to download 
an application form.

Volunteering 
opportunities

We always welcome the support of our 
alumni for current and future College 
events, including Open Days, Reunion 
Nights and performing arts shows.

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any event please email  
alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au

Tell us what you think

Alumni News celebrates Caroline 
Chisholm Catholic College’s past,  
present and future. We would love to 
hear your feedback about this edition 
and your ideas for future ones via  
alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au.

So much has changed since you 
graduated – maybe even your  
contact details.

Having your contact details, including 
phone number and email address, 
means we can send you news, reunion 
notices and event invitations. 

You can update your details by  
emailing alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au;  
calling us on +61 3 9296 5311;  
or online at www.cccc.vic.edu.au

 
 
 
 

 
 

Mentoring

Every year we find that our Year 12 
students who get an offer into a 
university course post their Year 12 
studies sometimes find the enrolment 
into the university process a little 
overwhelming, sometimes difficult and 
frustrating.

Could you help?

We are looking for members within our 
community who would be willing to be a 
mentor to our Year 12 students.

What would the mentor commitment be:

• A real person that students could 
contact via the phone.

• A real person that students could 
ask questions about their potential 
course/s that they have selected as 
a course of study.

• A possible meeting at the start of 
the university year to help navigate 
around the university.

If you can help please let us know by 
emailing careers@cccc.vic.edu.au and 
someone from the College will be in 
contact once you have indicated that you 
are willing to help.

The last word



Opening of Catholic Centre  
circa May 1958
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