
School-based
Apprenticeships
Australian School-based Apprenticeships are a 
great career option, allowing young Australians 
to commence training for a vocational 
qualification and earn a wage while completing 
their secondary certificate.

What is an Australian School-based Apprenticeship? 
An Australian School-based Apprenticeship (ASbA) is an Australian 
Apprenticeship undertaken part-time while you are still at school. 

This can include anything from a typical trade ie/ plumbing, electrical, 
carpentry, to business, dental nursing, aged care, leisure services, 
hairdressing, barbering and the list goes on. If interested it is best to speak 
with the careers coordinator.

An Australian School-based Apprenticeship provides students with hands-on 
industry experience and the ability to work towards or complete a nationally 
recognised qualification while undertaking a secondary school certificate. 



What does an Australian School-based 
Apprenticeship involve? 
An ASbA combines secondary school subjects, paid work 
and on or off the job vocational training. You can undertake 
training in a traditional trade or other occupation at 
Certificate or level. 

Australian School-based Apprentices will need to negotiate 
time-release from their school subjects to attend work and 
training. 

NOTE: Caroline Chisholm Catholic College usually has a set 
work day allocated to SBATs work day that can be discussed 
with careers coordinator.

The number of hours an ASbA needs to be employed 
and trained per week is 13 hours combined training and 
employment for approx. 45 weeks of the year. 

How long does an Australian School-based 
Apprenticeship take? 
An Australian Apprenticeship can take from one to four years 
to complete. Depending on the qualification, students may 
be able to complete their

training when they finish their schooling, or they may need 
to finish after they graduate from their secondary schooling. 

Students may be granted credit for any skills they already 
have and any prior experience in the workplace, potentially 
reducing training time post secondary schooling for 
apprenticeships that are longer.

How are Australian School-based Apprentices 
paid? 
Australian Apprentices are employed under a federal or state 
award. Students will be paid a wage which varies depending 
on a number of factors including the year of training, the 
type of Australian Apprenticeship that is being completed 
and the industry. 

Students have the same rights to superannuation, workers’ 
compensation and other entitlements or requirements as 
all other workers in Australia. Awards and conditions are 
set independently of the Australian Government by the Fair 
Work Commission. 

How do I find an Australian School-based 
Apprenticeship? 
If still at school discuss Australian Apprenticeships with your 
career advisors or teachers.
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