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From the Principal
Welcome to this edition of 
Churchill Avenue Semester 
News. Over the past eight 
years, I have been blessed 
to be able to lead this 
great College community 
and 2020 challenged us 
like never before. It was 
through a true ‘Strength 

in Spirit’ that we managed to overcome many of the 
changes that were thrown to us. In many ways, it was 
an appropriate theme for the year.

In spite of these challenges, our focus has always 
been the young people in our care and to ensure 
we offer them every opportunity to succeed. We 
have seen our results lift, renewed work areas for 
staff and students, improved learning programmes 
working towards personalisation and ultimately 
a greater sense of pride for all members towards 
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College.

Return Back to Onsite Face-to-Face Learning

As we finish the 2020 academic year, we look back at 
what was a year nobody expected. As we returned to 
face-to-face learning from Term 4, we retained some 
of the good things we learnt whilst learning remotely 
and embraced what we had missed and are better 
for it. This was evident in the final weeks of this term 
when our Year 12 students successfully undertook 
their VCAA exams, Year 10 and 11 students moved 
into a shortened Transition Week, while our Year 
7 - 9 students adapted to a changed end of year 
program. I am so proud of our young people – their 
resilience and approach to the year it something to 
be commended.

FACES of Caroline Chisholm Catholic College

In late November, we launched FACES of Caroline 
Chisholm Catholic College, a beautiful book that 
celebrates our history and diverse community. 
Unfortunately, due to current restrictions around 
gatherings we were unable to hold a large event 
and invite other members of wider community. 
Students and staff signed copies of the book which 
was buried with other memorabilia in a time capsule 
to be opened in 2040. I encourage members of 
our community to have this book on their shelves 
or coffee table. You view our special video via the 
College’s YouTube channel -  
https://youtu.be/DtGK_XGTt5w.

For enquires about purchasing a copy please 
email faces@cccc.vic.edu.au for details.

Farewell and Thank You

My Principalship of this College has come to an end. 
When I joined this community, I wanted students to 
be their best, and I promised them our best. I believe 
that as a community, we look better, are better 
known and offer a better education. I believe we 
have provided the best.

To paraphrase a saying I read recently, “You can’t be 
an effective leader unless others trust you enough 
to follow you.” I thank each and every one of you for 
affording me that privilege.

We have achieved a lot together and I am proud 
to have led this great College community. I wish 
everyone a blessed and Holy Christmas and a safe 
and prosperous New Year.
God bless.

Marco Di Cesare

 
Prayer for Christmas

 Jesus, the Light of the World

 Jesus, the Light of the World,   
 as we celebrate your birth may   
 we begin to see the world in   
 the light of the understanding   
 you give us. As you chose the lowly,  
 the outcasts, and the poor to  
 receive the greatest news the world  
 had ever known, so may we worship  
 you in meekness of heart.  
 May we also remember our brothers  
 and sisters less fortunate than  
 ourselves in this season of giving. 
 
 Amen.
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Eyo Abe Sisaye, St John’s – Year 9, Clare 2

“ 
Student Reflections

My experience as a Year 7 student was surprisingly fun at first until remote learning 
began. The first day of online learning was difficult for all the students in my class 
and a little confusing. Since this experience I have learnt many lessons about 
organisation and communication. Whilst there were moments of stress in 2020, I’m 
really happy to end the year back at school.

Jake Abdelrehim, St John’s - Year 7, Ambrose 3
“ 

2020 has certainly been a year unlike any other. At the start of the year, we started 
Term 1 as normal. I met with my friends, saw my teachers in person and saw 
and spoke with other members of the community. Just before the term break 
commencing, we saw developments in COVID-19 here in Victoria, which lead to 
a remote learning experience for the next two terms to follow. At first, remote 
learning was a bit of a challenge. We had to get used to not seeing each other in 
person, trying to learn over Teams and staying on task. However, it was not all bad, 
as it also meant we could sleep in, have hot, tasty food, and spend more time with 
our family. Term 4 marked the first time in months that everyone saw each other; 
we finally saw our friends, teachers and other members of the community again. I 
never would have thought that I would love to be at school so much, enjoying the 
lively feeling the rowdy chatter from others bring. As the end of the school year 
draws near, I am certain that everyone is looking forward to Christmas, a time of 
joy when people congregate, and this year that feeling of being together again will 
surely glisten like no other.

Brandon Tan, St John’s - Year 8, Galgani 2

“ 

2020 was the hardest year for us students and teachers. Throughout year we 
have been in lockdown for more than half of this school year and we had to take 
our classes online. COVID-19 really showed us how much we missed face-to-face 
learning. During remote learning our wonderful teachers tried to their best to make 
our learning experience better than ever and all year nine students really appreciate 
the work that every teacher did for us. The hardest thing in remote learning for me 
was communicating with my teachers because we had to do ask questions and do 
everything electronically and although they tried their hardest to make sense of the 
work, sometimes I may have not understood the teacher. We are now at the end of the 
year and as I transition into Sacred Heart, I want to thank all my Year 7 to 9 teachers for 
all their hard work and making me become the best version of myself.

Year 8 this year was ruined. Corona caused me to miss out on so many school 
events. I wanted to go to the talent quest, the year 8 movies at the end of the year, 
but I’m glad we still got to go camp. Hopefully next year in year 9 we will get to do all 
the school events. Other than that, I loved my class and most teachers.

Atong Dau, Christ the King - Year 8, Lorenzo 3“ 
If I’m being honest, coming back for Term 4 after months in self- isolation was the 
most excited I’ve ever been about school. From the welcoming teachers to the 
most loving students, walking in through the gates and seeing everyone’s beautiful 
faces brought a light to my day. Christ the King has always been just like my second 
home, the sisterhood we have built over the past few years and the amazing girls 
I have watched grow up and shine and be the best they are called to be is truly so 
inspiring. The amount of love and memories we have created in this campus will be 
unforgettable forever. From all the ups and downs we all went through this year; we 
can all say that WE MADE IT TOGETHER. Without the help and support from all my 
peers & teachers, I wouldn’t be where I am today full of blessings and appreciation.

I wish all families a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Roz Haddad, Christ the King - Year 9, Galgani 2

“ 
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Buildings &  
Facilities
Multi-purpose Hall
204 Churchill Avenue
Work on our new multi-purpose hall at our 204 site 
commenced and is progressing well. The new hall 
will be able to accommodate the entire College and is 
scheduled to open in Term 4 2021.

New Science Wing, 
Christ the King Campus
The new Science Wing at Christ the King Campus 
includes two flexible learning spaces and labs that 
extended out to a renovated courtyard. The new 
spaces will be used from the start of 2021.

Other Upgrades
The College continued to elevate other facilities and 
learning spaces across its different sites, including 
more energy efficient lighting, temperature controlled 
air conditioning, upgraded solar panels at the St John’s 
Campus and new toilets at all three campuses. 

The return to onsite learning has been a great stress reliever, especially for 
Year 12 students leading up to exams. Even though returning to onsite learning 
came with a lot of concerns, the measures taken by the school and the support 
from the teachers really helped us feel more confident and ready for the final 
exams. As for graduation week, even though it wasn’t the same, it was still 
an exciting and a memorable experience for me, nonetheless. The positive 
affirmations organized by the teachers was a real highlight for graduation 
week this year. This allowed us to give each other motivation to pull through 
with the last leg of preparations for our final steps as high school students.

Lanima Saini, Sacred Heart - Year 12, Clare 6

“ 
Semester Two has been the biggest challenge of my life, as well as for other 
individuals. It was a tough, stressful, and scary time to be you and bombarded 
with lots of news headlines as well as being in remote learning from home 
again But after an exhausting 111 days of hard lockdown making sacrifices 
and overcoming challenges, I am thrilled to reflect on the fun times happening 
between July and November. We started the term rough, getting back into 
our old habits of staying at home whilst catching up on all of the school work. 
I managed to settle back into my habits. From there on it was a rocky and 
turbulent journey that, I along with the other St John’s students, will never 
forget from the online incursions, the online Mid-year Assembly, Languages 
Week, tests, essays, Kahoot games, and countless more. At the beginning of 
the 11th month of 2020. I was warmly greeted back to the changing climate of 
St John’s Campus through the lovely smiles of teachers and classmates which 
we had missed during our time at home. Ever since stepping back at campus, 
it has been a challenge to comprehend the new normal of masks and social-
distancing. But that didn’t stop me from spending as much quality time with 
my peers and teachers. Our College’s Strength in Spirit is what keeps our 
heads up and moves us forward.
Timotius (Friedrich) Tan, St John’s - Year 9, Clare 5

“ 
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Michael Torpey 
Sacred Heart

To Sacred Heart 
Students, you’ve come 
to the end of 2020 
journey. However, I’d 

like to share a story with you, not about 
an end, but about a garden.

Once, in the middle of a vast forest, 
there grew a garden. This garden 
was not so big, nor was it tiny. But it 
contained the most wonderful flowers 
you could ever hope to see. Flowers of 
all varieties, of different sizes, shapes 
and colours, each unique, each beautiful 
in their own way. People would look 
at this garden in amazement, and ask 
how it came to grow, so wonderful, so 
strong.

Of course, there were gardeners who 
helped. Those who prepared the soil, 
who tried to scare way the birds when 
they flew too close. Those who looked at 
the earth, and the seeds, and who saw 
the potential of what could be.
Over the years, there were many 
gardeners. Some stayed a long time, 
others only a short while. But they all 
wanted one thing. For the flowers to 
grow, safe and strong.

Seasons came and went. There were 
scorching hot days, when the flowers 
had to dig deep to find the reserves to 
keep on growing. And they did. And the 
sun, the flowers eventually realised, 
made them stronger.

There were rainy days, bleak and dark, 
when the flowers wondered if they 
would ever see the light of a warm 
spring day again. But they did. And the 
rain, the flowers realised, made them 
stronger.

There were wild, tempestuous winds, 
that made the flowers cry out in fear. 
But soon enough the flowers realised 
that if they grew close together, the 
wind could not hurt them. Being 
together, they realised, made them 
stronger.

And so over the years the spirit of the 
wind, and the spirit of the sun and 
the spirit of the rain gave the flowers 
strength. Until one day, a warm and 
calm day, when the flowers looked at 
each other and realised they were fully 
grown. It was their time to shine.

And all the gardeners who had cared 
for the flowers over thirteen long years 
looked at the flowers and felt so proud 
of what the flowers had achieved.

Merry Christmas and God Bless. 

Phillip Kamay 
St John’s

Time flies when 
you’re having 
fun! This year 
the St John’s 

community have shown their 
“Strength in Spirit” to cope with 
the challenges of 2020. As a 
significant period has been spent 
‘off-site’ our classes and student 
programs pivoted to suit the 
online environment. This time 
has also allowed us to reflect on 
what truly matters to us, and for 
what we are grateful for. Many St 
John’s students have expressed 
that missed their friends and 
interactions with teachers in a 
face-to-face setting, with a deeper 
appreciation for their time spent 
at school. I have been grateful for 
the efforts of staff during the year 
to ensure their classes remained 
engaging and the efforts of 
student leaders to keep their 
peers connected via numerous 
online initiatives and virtual 
platforms.

Behind every outstanding 
community is a team of 
individuals who animate the 
values and allow each member 
to flourish, thank you to the 
2020 Campus Captain’s Keane, 
Christian, Maxi and David, who 
led their peers and promoted the 
St John’s spirit, even established 
the SJ Games Room whilst remote 
from campus. Thank you to the 
St John’s staff and especially 
the Learner Mentor team who 
collectively remained focused on 
each young man’s academic and 
emotional growth throughout 
this difficult year. The Learner 
Mentor is the advocate and 
support person for each young 
person at Caroline Chisholm 
Catholic College and has provided 
stability and consistency in a 
year of uncertainty. Finally, thank 
you to the four outstanding 
House Coordinators at St John’s, 
Sam, Rina, Casey and Tayla, who 
have been instrumental in the 
many achievements in 2020. I 
also extend a warm farewell to 
Casey Kirkup who will depart 
our community at the conclusion 
of the year, returning to his 
hometown of Newcastle. I wish 
every young man and his family 
a safe and memorable Christmas 
break and look forward to 
resuming 2021 with a renewed 
energy.

God Bless.

From the Directors of Campus
Debra Bonde 
Christ the King

This semester 
has flown by with 
Remote learning 
during Term 3 and 

onsite face-to-face learning from 
Term 4.

We’ve reached the end of the 
year and can reflect on what 
has happened over the last 12 
months; how we have grown from 
our experiences, and what we 
now can we look forward as well, 
including a well-deserved break 
over the summer.

On behalf of the Christ the King 
Campus staff a big thank you to 
students and families for showing 
such amazing ‘Strength in Spirit’ 
during these difficult times. 
Knowing we had each other to 
lean on, we demonstrated a 
commitment to our values of 
Faith, Acceptance, Compassion 
and Excellence to support each.

I look forward to seeing you all in 
2021.
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Semester Two Highlights
Mid-Year  
Assembly  
29 July 

STEM Week 
17 - 21 August
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Remote Learning - Strength in Spirit!
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World Teacher’s  
Day  
30 October

Humanities Week  9 – 13 November
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World Teacher’s  
Day  
30 October

Year 12 Graduation and Celebration  30 October

EAR 12        
GRADUATION CELEBRATION&

EAR 12        
GRADUATION&

EAR 12        
GRADUATION&

EAR 12        
GRADUATION CELEBRATION&
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Virtual Alumni  
Reunion Night   
9 November

Vinnies Christmas  
Appeal  

Evening of Excellence 
26 November
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IMAGINE Virtual Premiere 16 November

Make sure to 
recycle boxThis material is 

100% recycla-
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Learning Area Updates

Languages
We would like to acknowledge the resilience and determination of our Year 7 students who started studying a new 
language in Semester Two in a remote learning environment. We think you are amazing! Here is a list of highlights 
from this semester:

Japanese: Year 10 students studied a unit on Japanese manga comics and produced their own yonkoma manga/4-
cell manga including their own drawings and story, showcasing their incredible artistic talent.

Year 9 students explored language and cultural differences through the anime ‘Kimi no Suizō o Tabetai’. They also 
tried their hand at Japanese kendama (traditional Japanese skill toy), Shodou (calligraphy) and origami (the art of 
paper folding).

Year 8 students have been learning about Japan’s rich history of traditional sports, arts and crafts as well as learning 
to talk about their own hobbies.

Year 7 Aspire students from St. John’s campus have been working hard on their integrated sustainability unit. In 
Japanese they learned to read a modified version of the Japanese book Mottainai Obaasan and transferred the 
language learned from this book to create bilingual posters with mottainai / sustainable messages for the college 
community. They learned about Japanese Bokashi bins and Miyawaki forests. Students practiced some of the 
principles of sustainability by repurposing a book into a Christmas angel decoration and then using Japanese 
tenugui material to gift wrap the angel.

Year 7 Chinese Students have been learning to introduce themselves and their families by constructing sentences 
in Chinese characters. They practised writing Chinese characters following the correct stroke order and in the right 
form. They created a poster to demonstrate their Chinese writing skills.

Year 8 Italian students have been studying celebrations in Italy and Australia. Students created their own designs of 
invitations and birthday cards using Italian vocabulary to invite people to their party and also write greetings.

I wish to express my deepest gratitude to our amazing Language Captains, Zak Quattrocchi and Emma Del Rosario 
for all their support of the Languages Department.
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This has been a crazy year, especially with the pandemic and remote learning. 
However, we think that it is essential to reflect on our science journey at 
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College during these arduous times. This year, 
we have learned that asking questions was the key to effective learning and 
worked as a great study habit, especially during online learning when usually 
not all of us were on the same page. A piece of advice we would give, is to 
keep a bank of questions ready for each subject to ask your science teachers. 
Asking questions keeps you engaged and enables you to not only be aware 
of your weak points, but also to make connections with other ideas. Another 
crucial lesson we learned was that topic tests and practice papers are your best 
friend. Yes, it may seem cliché, but practice questions are the way to go when 
it comes to applying your knowledge and testing your understanding. Practice 
tests and exams will help you realise whether you are truly comprehending the 
content and not simply memorising, which is vital for subjects in the science 
department. Despite the wild ride, we wish all students continuing their Science 
Journey all the best for next year and to take initiative for their own learning.

Amy Lee, Year 11, Lorenzo 7
Loan Do, Year 11, Clare 6

My name is An and I am one of the 2020 STEM captains. This year obviously 
was a rollercoaster for many teachers and students. This year we all had to 
take upon remote learning, which was a challenge for others including myself, 
while others may have found it easier than face to face learning. As in for STEM 
not a lot has happened due to remote learning but work that have been done 
has had a relation to STEM across all year levels. During this year I have done 
many things involving STEM. In Science, I am doing a group assessment that 
revolves around energy, my assessment is about melting food on different 
types of spoons and timing which type of spoon would melt the food fastest. 
This year we also had STEM Week which included a lot of activities that varied 
from different areas so that it could interest all students. At Christ the King, 
students are asked to bring water bottle caps into Learner Mentor Group (LMG) 
and which LMG brought the most would win a prize, that activity inspired 
lots of students to bring in water bottle caps so that their LMG would win the 
prize. Although I haven’t done a lot of stuff for STEM captain, it was a great 
opportunity for having this leadership role and I would like to sign this off as a 
2020 STEM captain.

An Pham 2020 STEM Captain
Christ the King, Year 8, Ambrose 3

“ 
Science

“ 
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Visual Arts
Whilst 2020 saw a transition to a ‘virtual’ art classroom, this 
didn’t stop our students from exploring their creativity to 
produce amazing works! We all needed to engage much more 
with our devices, video lessons, various software applications 
and because of this we learnt of the positive power that 
technology can have when it is integrated effectively into the 
traditional art/design making process.

Congratulations to all the Visual Arts students during a 
challenging 2020. Thank you to all the Visual Arts staff who 
worked that extra harder this year to support their students.
We especially wish the graduating class of 2020 who are 
pursuing pathways or careers in the art, design or media fields, 
all the very best.

Outdoor Education
This Semester, the monitored nest box program at our 
outdoor education site, Garema-Dumont, has been a great 
success. Through this program we now have photographic 
evidence of a large range of species using the nest boxes 
which have been constructed and installed by the Year 9 
as part of their environmental action project since 2008. 
The first round of monitoring completed in late November 
revealed the presence of Brush-tailed, Ring-tailed and 
Sugar Glider Possums as well as Crimson Rosellas and 
Sulphur Crested Cockatoos, all using the nest boxes. It 
is hoped that future monitoring will provide evidence of 
spotted Pardalote Finches, the elusive Owlet Nightjar, 
the rare Powerful Owl and the endangered Brush-tail 
Phascogale, all of which we have onsite. More to come in 
2021!

Paul Barber
Outdoor Education Coordinator





15DECEMBER 2020

Sustainability Week  
(2 – 6 November)
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College’s Eco-Committee 
held a Sustainability Week where we shared all the 
knowledge that we had learnt to other students in 
our school and gave them a chance to learn more 
about sustainability through various activities and 
workshops. Students were able to participate in 
activities such as installing man-made habitats, 
painting nest boxes and installing worm farms while 
learning about the significance within these tasks. 
Enforcing sustainability at our school is the first step 
to making a difference and we endeavoured to instil 
this throughout the community. We have learned 
that while people may be interested in sustainability, 
they may find it difficult to put any plans into action. 
We hope, for the future, that we will continue to 
encourage others in our school to utilise as many of 
these practices as possible, while learning new ones 
they can share with others around them as well.

Jade Ma, Year 11, Sacred Heart, Ambrose 2
On behalf of the Eco Committee

Compliance  
Update
2020 has been a year “outside the box” in the area of 
risk management and compliance and ensuring all of 
the College community kept safe.

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge 
and thank each and every member of the College 
community as we worked together on the various 
challenges over the last 12 months.

There were the implications of the bushfires last 
summer, the rolling challenges for students, families 
and staff in remote learning and returns to onsite 
learning, and the changing demands of being COVID-19 
safe as individuals, families and a College. There was 
the delivery of teaching and supporting learning in 
new ways. As well we had the more usual - ensuring 
the College met its requirements around emergency 
planning, being SunSmart, pollen season, anaphylaxis 
and so much more. The list goes on. The efforts of all 
cannot be underestimated.

I wish all a safe and happy holiday season and look 
forward to working with the College community to keep 
us all staying safe in 2021.

SunSmart
The College continues to promote its SunSmart 
program and culture. The SunSmart site has UV alerts at 
www.sunsmart.com.au/uvalert/ as does the Bureau 
of Meteorology. Everyone is reminded to be SunSmart 
and remember the 5 S’s of sun safety – slip, slop, slap, 
seek and slide.

Asthma, anaphylaxis 
and allergies
The College is dedicated to caring for its students in 
partnership with their parents and carers. Staff have 
been engaged in briefings and education to ensure 
they are up-to-date with these matters. We encourage 
all at risk to ensure the College is aware and have been 
provided with relevant management plans. ASCIA have 
a number of excellent resources available.  
www.allergy.org.au/patients/asthma-and-allergy/
asthma-and-anaphylaxis
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Sports
Semester Two was a challenging one for Sports. However, 
as students returned onsite for Term Four, we were able to 
gradually reintroduce different sporting programs including 
Table Tennis across our three campuses during lunch times. 
More than 100 students enjoyed the fun and games and 
tested their new skills against new friends.

The College has also participated in a virtual chess 
tournament with some great results, designed as 
a welcoming event for newcomers rather than the 
competitive face-to-face version usually held in July. We 
were so pleased to see our new students joining in and do 
so well. Congratulations!

As celebrated the last days with our Year 12 students, we 
were also able to bid adieus to our SACCSS superstars 
with a luncheon. Normally a 300-person event, this year 
was conducted with just 20 via a virtual ceremony. With a 
number of awards on the day, our exiting Year 12 students 
enjoyed a lovely catered lunch, some speeches and 
reflected on their time with us. First award was the student 
athlete of the semester – and without a semester of sport 
to judge this on- a student who spent their six years striving 
for excellence within the sports program was honoured…
Congratulations to Britteny Fong.

Finally, the John Landy Award is handed out to two students 
who represent sportspersonship and our two winners 
of this have transformed during their time at the College 
into wonderful advocates for sport. Congratulations to Bol 
Abiem and Nyidhal Akol.

Thomas Dicker
Sports Coordinator
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In the Media

Students start to return to class
for some VCE and VCAL
assessments

For our free coronavirus pandemic coverage, learn more here.

Year 11 and 12 students have been given the go-ahead to return to the classroom
during Melbourne’s stage four lockdown, but only under strict conditions.

Assessments and course work for VCE and VCAL subjects can be done on-site
when they cannot reasonably be done from home, schools have been told.

The new head of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority, Stephen
Gniel, has written to principals confirming that schools are free to open their

EXCLUSIVE NATIONAL VICTORIA CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

By Adam Carey

August 19, 2020 — 3.57pm

A A A

Leave a comment0

McKinnon Secondary College is among those holding on-site assessments.
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Principal Marco Di Cesare breaking ground on the development, and an artist impression of the new hall. (Pictures: Damjan Janevski and supplied) 215676_02

Brimbank council will raise residents’ 
concerns about aircraft noise beneath 
and adjacent to Melbourne Airport flight 
paths with the state government.

Residents have raised concerns 
about aircraft noise as well as the 
potential health, educational, pollution 
and amenity impacts of the airport’s 
operations.

Councillors recently endorsed a 
submission which would raise the 
concerns with a new state airport 
environs advisory committee. 

The Melbourne Airport Safeguarding 
Environs Standing Committee has 
been set up to provide advice to the 
planning minister on planning proposals 
of strategic significance within the 
environment surrounding Melbourne 
Airport and noise exposure.

Mayor Georgina Papafotiou said 
council’s submission looks at land 
planning around the airport and how 
it can be better integrated and updated, 
including bringing noise exposure 
forecasts used in land use planning 
around the airport in line with current 
and future Australian standards. 

“We welcome the opportunity to 
provide a submission … around the 
suitability of current measures to 
protect and safeguard the operations 
of Melbourne Airport, particularly its 
24-hour curfew free operation.

“We need to look at how we balance 
population growth and intensification of 
development in areas like Sunshine, with 
the need to manage aircraft noise.”

Brimbank, Hume and Melton 
councils have also jointly written to the 
government to seek a revised process 
for how improvements to the planning 
safeguards around Melbourne Airport 
are made. 

Brimbank council is calling on the 
committee to extend consultation to a 
wider range of groups and organisations 
directly beneath the flight path. 

Esther Lauaki

Submission 
flags noise 
concerns

By Esther Lauaki

A new multi-purpose hall will be a 
game-changer for Caroline Chisholm Catholic 
College.

Construction began last week on the new 
multi-purpose hall which will offer three 
full-sized basketball courts, a new gym, choir 
loft and outdoor seating.

The hall will form a new precinct large 
enough to accommodate all 1700 students and 
staff for college gatherings.

Work starts on new hall
Principal Marco Di Cesare said the 

development of a multi-purpose hall  was 
“huge” for the college. “It will allow us to hold 
entire college assemblies, masses and other 
gatherings onsite,” Mr Di Cesare said. 

“We are a large school of 1500 students and 
180 teaching and support staff. 

“Until recently, a council-owned stadium 
[RecWest] was available for college use. 

“However, with the variation brought about 
by the council’s building surveyor where 
the maximum number of people that can be 

accommodated at one time in the stadium is 
1000, the college has had to bus students and 
staff to the city at a significant cost to celebrate 
its mid-year assembly and talent quest. 

“To be able to host them onsite is going to be 
fantastic.”

The development will cost about $8 million 
and is privately funded.

Mr Di Cesare said the hall will also allow 
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College’s three 
campuses, St John’s, Christ the King and Sacred 
Heart, to gather for masses and exams. 
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Jolly said the alarming figures show that social 
and economic disadvantage matter for heart 
health.

“Victorians who live in the state’s most 
disadvantaged areas are more likely to have 
significant risk factors, be hospitalised for heart 
attack or die from coronary heart disease,”  she 
said. 

“We know better heart health is linked 
with secure work, safe affordable housing, 
good education, access to healthy food and 
appropriate health services.

“The burden of heart disease weighs heavy 

By Esther Lauaki

Brimbank is the second most inactive 
municipality in the state, a new Heart 
Foundation study revealed. 

The data released recently on the foundation’s 
interactive Australian Heart Maps showed 
that more people are dying of heart attacks in 
Melbourne’s west than anywhere else in the 
city’s metropolitan area.

Dandenong, followed by Brimbank, 
residents were ranked the state’s most inactive 
with 76 per cent of Brimbank locals not getting 

enough exercise – significantly higher than the 
national average of 66 per cent.

Brimbank’s heart disease mortality rate was 
69 per 100,000 people compared to the national 
average of 66.  

The figures also showed that locals had a 
prevalence of high blood pressure (22 per cent), 
smoking (17 per cent) and obesity (32 per cent).

Physical inactivity in Melbourne’s western 
region is close to 30 per cent higher than across 
the West Gate Bridge in the city’s inner east, 
which is the lowest.

Heart Foundation Victoria chief Kellie-Ann 

on us all and so it’s time to act to close the 
metro-regional divide. We need government, 
communities, industry and individuals 
working together to address these inequalities.

“The Heart Foundation is committed to 
seeing these numbers fall. We will continue 
to work with key decision-makers to target 
areas for ‘best buy’ investments in preventative 
health, support and care services.”

Ms Jolly urged people to understand their 
personal risks for heart disease and take steps 
to address them.

Details: bit.ly/37uos5t

Heart health high risk in west

Young Victorians’ greatest concerns 
this year included COVID-19, equity 
and discrimination and mental health, a 
recent survey revealed.

Mission Australia’s new Youth Survey 
Report 2020 of more than 5000 young 
Victorians aged between 15 to 19 years 
provided invaluable evidence collected 
during the pandemic about young 
people’s most pressing concerns.

Young people from Victoria indicated 
COVID-19 (41.9 per cent) as the most 
important issue in Australia today, closely 
followed by equity and discrimination 
(39.7 per cent) and mental health (33.6 
per cent).

Mission Australia state leader Michele 
Leonard said the pandemic in Victoria 
had significantly affected young people’s 
wellbeing, education and employment 
and it had been a year like no other.

“It’s clear that more age-appropriate 
prevention and early intervention mental 
health services for young people are 
required, and must be co-designed with 
young people who are the experts in what 
they need,” Mr Leonard said.

Mr Leonard said there was an urgent 
need for jobs for young people. 

“Youth unemployment has soared this 
year. We know young people in Victoria 
will be disproportionately affected by the 
recession caused by COVID-19, as many 
are moving from education to work when 
fewer jobs are available,” he said.

“We urgently need more targeted 
programs to help disadvantaged young 
people into work. A permanent increase 
to income support payments would also 
go a long way.”

Esther Lauaki

Youth feel 
pandemic pain

Few people want to remember 2020 – but 
students at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College 
last week encapsulated reminders of the past 
year for generations to come. 

Students and teachers buried a time capsule 
in the Peace Garden behind the school’s 
chapel.  A commemorative plaque has been 
commissioned and will be laid on top to mark 
the location.

Principal Marco Di Cesare said 2020 had 
been a year like no other. “Our students and 
staff showed tremendous resilience in the face 
of so many changes and challenges as a result of 

COVID-19 captured in time

Students Simon and Shshank and principal Marco Di Cesare with the time capsule. (Damjan Janevski) 223041_02

the [COVID-19] pandemic,” Mr Di Cesare said. 
“We wanted to ensure we captured the year 

for future generations by collecting items to be 
buried and opened at a year date.

“We hope students can look back at the year 
with a sense of pride, gratitude and resolution. 

“By collecting items that reflect this, we want 
future students and staff to know how unique 
this time in history was and the contributions 
and sacrifices made by our 2020 cohort.” 

Mr Di Cesare said the time capsule included 
the school’s 2020 yearbook, copies of letters 
and artwork prepared by students and a copy 

of FACES of Caroline Chisholm Catholic College 
– a hard book publication that celebrates the 
school’s diverse community of more than 80 
nationalities. 

“We have also included some of the more 
obvious items from 2020 including a bottle 
of hand sanitiser, rolls of toilet paper, student 
leadership badges and pins, and of course 
masks – quite a few of them!” he said.

Students from across the college’s three 
campuses contributed to the capsule. 

Esther Lauaki
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Caroline Chisholm Catholic College students 
turned designers for their recent end of year 
assessment, launching a mini-market.

The VCAL design students combined their 
applied numeracy and entrepreneurial skills to 
create the project.

Students designed and made small items from 
resin to sell to the wider school community and 
then donated the proceeds to local charities.

Design and technologies head Monique Dalli 
said the students lead the initiative from start 
to finish.

“Students conducted research about how 
designers make, create and sell products and 
also learnt about how making for other people 
is a powerful and rewarding creative process,” 
Ms Dalli said.

“They applied their numeracy skills to 

calculate ratios by weight and volume, 
adding pigments, powders and dyes, as well 
as knowing their role in their enterprising 
venture so that each students’ skills and talents 
were maximised.

 “Students were working to and beyond their 
capacity in an area that they had an interest 
in, for example, they picked their role and 
contribution; stock counting and management, 
making the laser cut tags/operating the laser 
cutter, mixing resin and doing the calculations, 
creating colour combinations, sanding, 
making the stands or gluing findings on – each 
of these tasks was suited to individuals, they 
each had a role and a way they are contributing 
positively.”

Esther Lauaki

Students turn designers

Design students with their creations. (Supplied)

By Esther Lauaki

A licensed bingo centre in St Albans has been 
ordered to pay $3000 and placed on a 12-month 
good behaviour bond for breaching gambling 
regulations.

An investigation by the Victorian 
Commission for Gambling and Liquor 
Regulation (VCGLR) found in March 2019,  
St Albans Bingo Centre conducted illegal 
sessions of bingo under a pooling scheme.

Last week, the licensee, Anva Holdings 
Pty Ltd pleaded guilty to three charges in the 
Sunshine Magistrates Court for conducting 
bingo on behalf of a benevolent association 
and a primary school, neither of which 
were registered as community or charitable 
organisations.

The licensee also pleaded guilty to 
administering a pooling scheme which had 
expired and not keeping accounting records, 
including invoices or receipts and details of 
promotional games and associated payouts, 
that correctly explained the transactions and 
financial position of its operations as a bingo 
centre. 

In addition, Anva Holdings Pty Ltd was 

found to be claiming 60 per cent of its expenses, 
the maximum percentage of expenses allowed 
under the law, from the organisations it 
was conducting bingo on behalf of without 
providing specific evidence.

Prior to the hearing, the licensee repaid 
$10,000 each to seven of the nine organisations 
on whose behalf it conducted bingo.     

In sentencing, a magistrate took this into 
account and considered forecast projections of 
financial losses due to the pandemic.

VCGLR compliance director Adam Ockwell 
said this was another successful prosecution 
result. 

“Our strategic bingo investigation is 
ongoing and if results like these can act as a 
general deterrence and encourage operators 
to be vigilant and understand their operating 
conditions, this is a positive outcome,” Mr 
Ockwell said. 

St Albans bingo 
centre fined

‘‘ target bingo centre 

operators to ensure … 

compliance ’’  - Adam Ockwell
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2021 Student Reading Challenge

Would you like to read more next year? Would you like to achieve your personal best 
and get rewarded for your reading? 

Then take part in our 2021 Student Reading Challenge. Why not get started on 
the Reading Challenge by reading at least one book over the holidays. More 
information will be posted about logging your books for the Reading Challenge 
next year.
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