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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Stronger Together

It has been an exciting 
and busy introduction 
to Caroline Chisholm 
Catholic College for myself, 
and I look forward to the 
challenge of the journey 
ahead. Everybody in the 
community has gone out 
of their way to welcome 
me, particularly the 
staff and students. Their 
warmth and support have 
made the transition back 
to my old school easy.

I have taken a comprehensive look at all aspects of 
the College during the first semester with a view 
of building on the wonderful work that has been 
undertaken over the past fifty or so years, and 
setting new directions.

As part of this process, I have met with all staff 
individually to develop an understanding of the 
culture of the College and identify any areas for 
improvement. Underpinning our discussions is the 
need for the College to provide the best possible 
education we can for all students. We have spoken 
of the strengths and areas of improvement at the 
College with a view of providing an environment in 
which all students can grow to their full potential and 
be the best they are called to be.

Caroline Chisholm Catholic College has been a very 
busy place throughout the first two terms with 
events including the 2021 Commissioning Mass, 
Open Day, Information Nights, camps, field trips, 
sporting events, meetings, rehearsals, fundraising 
for House charities and assemblies all contributing 
to the vibrancy and positive community spirit that 
abounds from this place.

As a leader in Catholic Education, I have always 
understood that working together as a community 
increases our chances of success. History is littered 
with stories of people banding together to achieve 
greatness, as is evident in our own College history. 
One such example is the community’s response 
to once again moving into lockdown and remote 
learning. Our dedicated staff and students rallied, 
adjusted and adapted to ensure teaching and 
learning continued relatively unaffected, something 
that would not have been possible without the 
contributions of all members of the community.

The world is facing a once in 100-year catastrophe 
with the COVID-19 virus pandemic. The College 
is not immune from playing its role in dealing 
with the fallout this pandemic has caused. While 
the pandemic has presented many unforeseen 
challenges to our operations, it has demonstrated 
the power of a community driven by a common 
purpose.

Our staff have worked diligently to prepare for the 
provision of quality teaching and pastoral care in 
whatever space we find ourselves. While this has 

been incredibly challenging at times for our school 
community, I have been heartened by the way 
staff, students and parents have rallied, remained 
connected, and continued to work towards a 
common goal.

In this time of great uncertainty, open and honest 
communication has remained a high priority, 
ensuring all in the community are aware of any 
arrangements or adjustments being made. This crisis 
continues to present us with many challenges, but 
it has also demonstrated that we are all invested in 
the same goal; of ensuring our students continue to 
experience quality learning, teaching and pastoral 
care. This common purpose has always been at 
the forefront of our minds when developing our 
‘Continuity of Learning’ Plan.

Our plan has required a collective effort in ensuring 
our students’ learning has remained uninterrupted. 
The pandemic has called for parents to support their 
children’s learning more than ever before, making 
sure they have a designated learning space in their 
homes, encouraging students to work independently 
on tasks as required and to check in with their sons 
and daughter’s wellbeing. We are confident that 
this has been commonplace with our parents as 
they continue to support the College in providing an 
education for their children and looking after them in 
these trying times.

We believe in the importance of empowering 
students to take ownership over their studies, and 
now more than ever has meant they have been 
regularly entrusted with this responsibility. While 
the pandemic has called us to re-imagine the way we 
learn, teach and work, it is our hope that this unique 
challenge will inspire a generation of self-motivated 
students.

Current times have highlighted the need for our 
students to be aware of the importance of adopting 
a holistic view of their wellbeing, encouraging them 
to get a good night’s sleep, maintain a balanced diet, 
regularly exercise, and stay in contact with their 
support network.

This pandemic will ensure all in the community will 
come to better understand that life will always place 
obstacles in our way but that these obstacles are 
always easier to overcome jointly. I hope that as we 
deal with the trials the pandemic throws at us that 
we all gain a new sense of appreciation for the many 
things we can take for granted in this privileged 
country in which we live. Freedoms to move around 
as we choose, personal connections to family and 
friends, education in a school setting, health, sport to 
name a few that we have lost for short periods. It has 
certainly reminded me how much these things mean 
to me in my daily life.

So, stay safe, stay connected and may God bless us 
all and help us to work together to overcome any 
adversity we face in life.

Mr Robert Brennan 
Principal
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Once again, another semester 
has drawn to a close, and what 
an eventful and joyful two terms 
I have had. There were many 
activities I was able to be part 
of such as Athletics Day, SACCSS 
Swimming, St John’s Sports and 
Activity Day, as well as various 
weeks highlighting different 
subjects including Languages and 
Humanities week. 

Semester One has been an enjoyable one, as I had the 
opportunity to proudly represent the school in several 
different ways. I was fortunate enough to become a 
House Representative this year and it has enhanced 
me as a person as well as giving me a chance to lead 
the St John’s boys. Being selected to represent the 
school in SACCSS Swimming was a highlight for me 
as it allowed me to further heighten my swimming 
career.

Lockdown 4.0 was a reminder that COVID-19 was 
still around and that we all had to stay safe. It really 
tested us, putting us on the edge of our seats as the 
cases bounced up and down. However, we made it 
through, and we were stronger and more resilient 
for it. A highlight of the circuit breaker was having 
the flexibility of ordering Uber Eats during class and 
staying hydrated with bubble tea. There are more 
exciting opportunities and challenges for the rest of 
the year, and I am looking forward to what Semester 
Two brings and what I can make out of it. 

Xavier Lau, St John’s – Year 8, Clare 3

STUDENT REFLECTIONS
I would like to start my reflection 
by talking about my transition 
from primary to secondary 
school. I found that I settled 
very well into the College. I 
knew where everything was 
and, in my opinion, we have the 
best teachers. I felt a sense of 
belonging straight away. The 
community the school has is 
very loving. The teachers and the 

classrooms are welcoming, and it makes me want to 
come to school every day. The environment around 
you is amazing. I used to find it hard to make friends 
in primary school, but at Caroline Chisholm Catholic 
College it has been very easy.

Secondly, I would like to mention the overall school 
day. In primary school we did not have any timetables 
of what we were doing – it was a surprise. I think it is 
easier with a timetable because you can get prepared 
for the days ahead and have every resource that you 
need ready to go. Teachers are welcoming and make 
the classes fun which leads onto my next point which 
is the introduction of brain breaks. I really enjoyed 
being introduced to brain breaks because it helped 
break up the lesson and relax for a bit before heading 
back to doing work.

Lastly, I wanted to mention the campus. For me, I 
settled into campus very easily and it did not take me 
long to navigate CTK. Everyone on campus is very 
nice, students and teachers alike. You can ask for help 
freely and there will always be someone there to help 
you. Overall, I really settled in well and I am glad that 
I went to Caroline Chisholm Catholic College because 
everything about this school is great.

Kristina Raguz, Christ the King – Year 7, Galgani 1

2021 is off to a great start. For 
the majority of last year, we were 
all in lockdown. It sure was super 
tough on everyone, and it was 
something all of us were not used 
to. Although being online for the 
majority of last year, we were lucky 
enough to be able to go back to 
doing face to face learning again 
towards the end of 2020. Going 
into this year, we thought it would 

be different and it certainly was for a period of time. We 
have been able to have events such as Athletics Day and 
our College’s Commissioning Mass and Assembly even 
during the pandemic, but sadly we were put into our 
fourth lockdown. Lockdown is something that all of us 
have been through before and it isn’t something new to 
us. I would like to thank all the teachers for their hard 
work and dedication for helping us get through this time. 
I know it is extremely difficult that everything was back 
to being online but communicating with your teachers is 
super important. Staying at home has made me realise 
how much I miss school and saying hello to teachers 
and talking to my friends. I would like to congratulate 
everyone for making it through the first semester 
of 2021 and hope you had a happy holiday break, 
prioritising your mental health so you come back rested 
and ready to learn in Term 3.

Alisha Pahuay, Christ the King – Year 8, Ambrose 2

On 1 February, St John’s Lorenzo 
1 began to embark on their 
journey to become the Learner 
Mentor (LM) that was the most 
compassionate. We identified 
we could get more out of our 
group so brainstormed what 
we thought success would look 
like for us. After the first three 
weeks of term, we created three 
goals we felt would help us get 

the most out of our time at school. First, to ensure we 
were checking emails and Compass regularly. Second, 
we decided everyone would get involved in some sort 
of extracurricular group or activity at school and third, 
we wanted others to notice we were making a change. 
We also came up with a mantra; ‘When we show up, 
we win’.

We began the semester with a strong start, many of 
us being proactive with our goals and volunteering for 
things outside of school. A few students began to look 
towards leadership, some of them achieving their goals. 

The term sailed smoothly, but Lorenzo 1 was about to 
face one of their greatest challenges yet – the Athletics 
Carnival. Lorenzo 1 decided to put their mantra into 
action, to show up and to win! On March 4th, Lorenzo 
1 departed toward the Athletics Carnival. They 
displayed resilience, participating in whatever they 
could to the best of their ability. Every member of the 
LM team entered at least one event on the day and at 
the end of the Carnival, Lorenzo had won. 
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Year 12 has been, 
like every other 
Year 12 has said 
before, a tiring 
and stressful 
experience. 
Between the 
mountain of SAC’s, 
lack of sleep and 

constant reminder of the looming exams, there is 
almost no time to take a break. But despite all of this, 
we have experienced several enjoyable moments – 
hanging out with friends at lunchtime, bonding with 
other students and teachers, making the most of our 
time as a high school student, before we graduate. 
The minor setback of remote learning did increase our 
stress, but also provided a small break from the usual 
hectic schedules we are faced with. Being able to spend 
a little bit of time at home and taking a physical break 
from school, getting in an extra hour or so of sleep was 
a necessary means to replenish our worn-down bodies. 

Despite the circuit breaker, we were still able to enjoy 
ourselves at events such as retreat, which was an 
enlightening and eye-opening experience for bonding, 
and Athletics Day, where we participated and came 
together as a community. It has been a tiring year so 
far, and will no doubt continue to be so, however with 
our friends, family, and all those around us staying 
supportive and sending us encouragement, our final 
year will hopefully be full of amazing experiences and 
be one we will never forget. 

Jade Ma, Ambrose 2 and Tina Pham, Clare 7 - 
Sacred Heart, Year 12

We rolled this success into Languages Week’s 
‘Education Perfect Challenge’, with almost every 
member contributing to being the highest scoring 
LM class in the event. We celebrated with a card 
tournament and scrumptious snacks. 

During the second term, Lorenzo 1 began to falter. 
They would yet again have to face another great 
challenge, remote learning. Though it proved a 
difficult time, Lorenzo 1 rose to the challenge, treating 
it as if they were at school. To prove that Lorenzo 1 
would rise to the occasion, they picked up yet another 
challenge, the Push up Challenge. This challenge is 
something that would test one’s physical strength, 
whilst also raising awareness of mental health issues. 
Starting June 1st, a particular student, Anthony T, 
would constantly meet the daily goals, inspiring 
students to take part along the way. With each 
passing day, students from Lorenzo 1 would chip in as 
best they could, showing great perseverance in this 
challenge. With each passing day, Lorenzo 1 would hit 
great feats, 5,000 pushups, 10,000 pushups, 15,000 
pushups and finally 20000 pushups. 

Lorenzo 1 has done several things during their first 
semester, being recognized for their feats and for their 
achievements.

Simon Tran, St John’s – Year 9, Lorenzo 1

Prayers for the migrant and the refugee
Caroline Chisholm gave her life’s energy to care 
for her global neighbour and offer hospitality to all 
regardless of race, religion, gender or bag of wealth. 
The Catholic Church teaches that all humans have a 
right to live on any part of God’s creation, to feel safe 
and develop a sustainable lifestyle. 

For Francis, our Pope, in communion with the 
Bishops shepherding our Church and for all those, 
lay and ordained, who minister to migrants and 
refugees, that accompanied by our prayers and 
support may tirelessly champion a culture that 
upholds the innate dignity of all migrants and 
refugees, Lord hear us.

For all our nation’s leaders and policy makers, that 
God grant them compassion, wisdom and guidance 
in their discernment so they can enact laws that 
ensure the greater protection of all migrants and 
those who need to get a fair go, Lord hear us.

For the families who are currently separated from 
their loved ones because of violence and poverty, 
that they may be comforted in knowing God will 
accompany them in their journey towards reunion 

and in finding a better home, Lord hear us.

For our community, that we may truly live out the 
Gospels by accepting the blessings of migrants and 
refugees and in manifesting that we are citizens of 
God’s kingdom that is borderless and welcoming, 
Lord hear us.

For all those who have lost their life crossing the 
borders of hope or drowning in the oceans of our 
indifference, that the memory of their tragedy may 
call us to personal and collective responsibility and 
their life welcomed into eternity. Lord hear us.

God of mercy and compassion, you call each and 
every one of us by name to accomplish a special 
purpose in your general plan of salvation. You 
invite us your children to work together for the 
good of all which can only happen if we truly 
accept and appreciate both the uniqueness 
and the gifts every one of us brings. Teach us to 
look and treat one another through the lens of 
mercy, compassion, love, and respect. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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With the ending of Semester 
One, there was a lot to be 
grateful for. The resilience of 
students showed our staff how 
flexible and adaptable they 
are to change, demonstrating 
patience and supporting each 
other through challenging 
times. I would like to reflect 
on the year so far and briefly 
outline some key examples of 
student community spirit.

Year 7: Transitioning from Primary school is no small 
feat, well done. What has impressed CTK staff is the 
way you have all conducted yourselves and contributed 
to the College community. Asking if you can help carry 
items to class, participating enthusiastically in Premier 
League and connecting with your Leaner Mentor 
classmates are some great examples. Congratulations 
on a successful start to the year.

Year 8: Strength, confidence and dignity are key words 
to describe your cohort. As a Year 8 group, we often 
see you stand up for things you believe in. Your voice is 
heard, and this is evident through leadership in class, 
excellence in your learning environment and modelling 
positive behaviour. Thank you Year 8s for constantly 
volunteering your time to contribute back to the 
College. You have shown that you do not need a badge 
to lead, leading is through action.

Year 9: Reflect on your maturity and growth so far 
this year through owning your learning and modelling 
respectful behaviour. The level of acceptance and 
compassion at Year 9 is outstanding, demonstrating a 
close connectiveness with your fellow cohort. You truly 
represent our school values, in particular, acceptance 
and compassion. Moving forward in the next six 
months is essential, as you will start to shape and 
harness your strengths and skills which will set you up 
for a success at Sacred Heart in 2022.

Thank you to staff and students for a wonderful 
semester and continually honouring the sacred dignity 
of each person, embracing difference and diversity, and 
making in a different in our world. Wishing everyone a 
healthy and safe term break.

Ms Debra Bonde - Director of Campus

FROM THE DIRECTORS OF CAMPUS

As we conclude Semester One, 
I am reminded of a German 
proverb “You become clever by 
making mistakes”, and with these 
wise words in mind I encourage 
every young man at St John’s 
to reflect on his learning this 
semester.  When discussing 
academic reports at home I 
encourage you to remember 
three important components that 
Daniel Coyle writes about in his 
book The Talent Code. 

1.  Learning comes from deep practice (study), and deep 
practice (study) arises from trial-and-error.

2.  Struggle is NOT an option; it is a biological 
requirement.

3.  Deep practice is built on: struggling in certain 
ways, operating at the edges of your ability 
where you make mistakes, which ultimately 
make allow for growth.

Daniel Coyle explains that everyone who has 
experienced ‘success’ in their lives has struggled, 
explaining that talent and subsequent successes 
are acquired and not bestowed at birth. Talent is a 
result of concentrated and deliberate deep practice, 
which ultimately alters our brain composition. I 
encourage every learner to embrace their errors, 
reflect on a plan and set new goals to achieve 
success in Semester Two classes. 

The first half of our academic year has seen wonderful 
moments for student voice and leadership, and I 
would like to express my thanks to the entire St John’s 
student community for the generous way you have 
embraced our programs and initiatives this semester. 
It has been a pleasure to work closely with four 
outstanding young men, Shshank, Simon, Josed and 
Mathias in their roles as Campus Captains, and I look 
forward to an exciting Semester Two.

Mr Phillip Kamay - Director of Campus

With the first semester 
of 2021 now at a close, I 
would like to thank the 
Sacred Heart students 
for the energy and 
determination they have 
brought to the year so far. 
As we know all too well, 
2020 was a very disrupted 
and challenging year, and 
many of the secondary 
school rituals we hold so 
dear could not go ahead.

While this year has come with its challenges – and 
a couple of lockdowns along the way – the Sacred 
Heart students have certainly shown that they are 
prepared for whatever life throws at them. Most 
importantly, we have all learned to truly appreciate 
the time that we can spend on campus, together, 
as a vibrant and connected learning community. 
The semester was a busy and exciting one, and 
each week it seemed that there was another 
activity or event to look forward to. We have 
enjoyed the wisdom of guest speakers at each year 
level, and our Learner Mentor program has offered 
the opportunity to set goals for the year and plan 
how to work towards these. I am proud of all that 
our Sacred Heart students have achieved so far, 
for their hard work and their desire to make the 
most of their opportunities. Term Three and Four 
always go by so quickly, especially for our Year 
12 students. As we enter the second semester, I 
invite all our students to take the time to pause, 
breathe, and appreciate the strong and connected 
community we have on the Sacred Heart campus.  

Mr Michael Torpey - Director of Campus

CHRIST THE KING

ST JOHN’S

SACRED HEART
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BUILDING & FACILITIES UPDATE
Multi-purpose Hall
Construction is progressing well on our multi-purpose hall. Once completed, the hall will be a great space for us to 
gather as a community, fitting all staff and students in the one place. The hall will open in late 2021.

Christ the King Science Wing
The new Science Wing at our Christ the King Campus includes two new Science labs, along with flexible indoor and 
outdoor learning areas.  The new Science Wing is designed by award-winning Melbourne-based architects Branch 
Studios and incorporates the life cycle of cells in its design.
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CHILD SAFETY
The College is committed to a culture of child safety 
and engaging in continuous review and improvement, 
including with student engagement. This area is 
overseen by our College Child Protection Officers. As 
a Catholic school, we place the highest priority on the 
care, wellbeing and protection of children and young 
people. For more information and to view the full policy, 
visit www.macs.vic.edu.au/Our-Schools

Our 2021 Child Safety Officers are:

SENIOR CHILD PROTECTION OFFICER 
Ms Stephanie Banks 
Deputy Principal – Wellbeing 
s.banks@cccc.vic.edu.au

CHILD PROTECTION OFFICERS 
Ms Ivanka Spiteri 
Deputy Principal – Community Engagement 
i.spiteri@cccc.vic.edu.au

Mr Phillip Kamay 
Director of Campus - St John’s 
p.kamay@cccc.vic.edu.au

 Mr Michael Torpey 
Director of Campus - Sacred Heart 
m.torpey@cccc.vic.edu.au

Ms Debra Bonde 
Director of Campus - Christ the King 
d.bonde@cccc.vic.edu.au 

Mr Paul Piperno 
Director of International Programs 
p.piperno@cccc.vic.edu.au

COUNSELLORS 
Ms Margie Hansberry 
m.hansberry@cccc.vic.edu.au

 Ms Candice Boonjua 
c.boonjua@cccc.vic.edu.au

Ms Raquel McConnell 
r.mcconnell@cccc.vic.edu.au

Our Child Protection Safety Policy is available on  
the College website cccc.vic.edu.au

2021 STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Our College and Campus Captains were appointed at the start of the year and have already shown their dedication 
to the College and have represented their cohort with a terrific attitude and eagerness. We wish them all the best for 
the remainder of the year.

COLLEGE CAPTAINS CHRIST THE KING 
CAMPUS CAPTAINS

ST JOHN’S
CAMPUS CAPTAINS

Maia McLeod 
Community

Mathias Sisay 
Community

Stephanie 
Ramirez  
Faith Portfolio

Vi Truong  
Wellbeing 
Portfolio

Ammon 
Ghumbot 
Curriculum 
Portfolio

Lachlan Meilak 
Community 
Portfolio

Adaw Manoat 
Faith

Mimi Nguyen 
Wellbeing

Micah Cursio 
Curriculum 

Josed Sawadan 
Faith

Simon  
Van Gemeren 
Wellbeing

Shshank Jha 
Curriculum
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Sports
Our last day of 
Term 1 saw the 
Year 10 Premier 
League Boys 
Volleyball team 
score a win over 
Penola by a nail-
biting two points.

Kids Teaching Kids
On Thursday, 4 March, members of the College’s Eco-Committee journeyed to Carlton, where they attended a gala 
dinner hosted by Melbourne Water. They were able to present their achievements, motivations, host interactive 
activities with other adults, as well as present their theme of ‘Past, Present and Future’. This theme provided insight 
into the future plans of others, gaining knowledge and ideas for improving sustainability at our school.

MACS Creative Arts Show
Catholic Education 
Week (March 14-21) 
saw the opening of the 
Creative Arts Exhibition, 
a celebration of artwork 
by students from 
Catholic schools around 
Victoria.

A big congratulations 
to Year 12 Visual 
Communication and 
Design student, Sabrina 
Chan, who was awarded 
with the MACS Creative 
Art Show - National 
Gallery of Victoria 
Award for Creativity 
Award - Secondary 
Winner.

The College Dux for 2020 was Jaicquinn 
Strafonda, who achieved an ATAR score of 
98.75, along with a perfect 50/50 study score 
in Systems Engineering. Our Top 20 students 
from the graduating class of 2021 achieved an 
average ATAR of 91, along with another perfect 
50/50 study score in Sociology by Proxime 
Accessit, Jazmin Andres, who attained an ATAR 
of 98.55.

In addition, the College saw some great results 
across the whole student body: 
 
•   209 students successfully completed VCE, VET 

and VCAL

•  33 Study Scores above 40 
 
•  37 ATAR scores above 80    
 
•  Highest average ATAR in six years

CongratulationsCongratulations
to the Class of 2020to the Class of 2020
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SEMESTER ONE HIGHLIGHTS

Athletics Carnival
Our annual Athletics Carnival was held on 
Thursday, 4 March, at the ever-dependent Newport 
Athletics Track. With COVIDSafe measures in 
place, students were excited to take part in all the 
sporting events, including the popular tug-of-war. 
Congratulations to Lorenzo House for taking the 
win for 2021, and also to all athletes across the 
College for giving it their all on the field.



12 CHURCHILL AVENUE SEMESTER NEWS

International 
Women’s 
Day
 
We came together as one for  
International Women’s Day on 8 
March, and embraced this year’s 
theme of #ChooseToChallenge.

Cultural Diversity Week
Our community is made up of more than 80 different nationalities from around the world. Whilst we celebrate this 
everyday, Cultural Diversity Week (22-26 March) allowed us to put on a range of activities and performances to 
celebrate what makes us uniquely Caroline Chisholm Catholic College.
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ANZAC Day
The College came together to pay its respect for our service 
men and women and honour our ANZACs and their sacrafice.

Languages Week
Languages Week (15-19 March) was a huge success this year with nearly 700 students competing in our Education 
Perfect Languages competition against Salesian College, with our College taking the win. We also celebrated with 
Sudoku challenges and other activities that embraced our love of languages from around the world.
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Health and Physical 
Education Week
HPE Week was held in early March, with events running 
across our three campuses. The week highlighted the 
importance of school/life balance and how physical 
activity benefits our daily lives.

Design and Digital Technologies Week was held 22 – 26 March, and featured a number of activities for students to 
get involved in, including Minecraft, pasta making and plastic recycling.

Design and Digital Technologies Week
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Year 12 Retreat
Our Year 12 students had a chance to come together in a safe and loving space to enhance their personal and 
social growth and listen to each other’s stories without the buzz of all the external factors of daily life. 

Reconciliation 
Week
This year’s Reconciliation Week theme was 
#MoreThanAWord, and as a College we were blessed 
with an Elder preforming a cleansing smoking ceremony, 
followed by a walk along the Maribyrnong River learning 
about the land.
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Mother’s Day Celebration
Christ the King was blessed to host our College’s very first Mother’s Day mass and breakfast. We welcomed 
mother’s and mother figures in our community to join us in celebrating all that they do and contribute.

Year 7 Camps
Garema-Dumont welcomed back campers again, giving our Year 7 students an opportunity to experience the 
great outdoors and to build strong positive relationships with their peers and teachers.
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Open Day
Our annual Open Day was held just in time before 
our most recent lockdown occurred. This year, we 
introduced Self-Guided Tours, for families who wished 
to experience the College at their own pace. We received 
wonderful feedback, with a 4.9 star rating of the event.

Reading Hour
To celebrate Reading Hour in May, students and staff enjoyed a sustained silent reading opportunity, aimed at 
promoting a love for literacy and lifelong reading skills. Whilst this was exhausting for some, everyone enjoyed the 
opportunity to mindfully engage with their book. 
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LEARNING AREA UPDATES
VISUAL ARTS
It was an eventful semester and the Visual 
Arts department saw an assortment of art and 
design works come to fruition. Together with the 
Technologies learning area, we will showcase a 
selection of these artworks and their critical and 
creative processes in our re-imagined exhibition. 
Preparations by both learning areas are well underway 
to make this an inspiring learning opportunity. Shifting 
from the annual November date and bringing the 
event forward to July, IMAGINE will give our students 
a chance to explore and imagine future possibilities 
in art, design and technologies. Later in the year, our 
extended College community can look forward to 
accessing a digital showcase of IMAGINE.

Ms Kathelyn Nguyen 
Head of Learning – Visual Arts

PERFORMING ARTS
On Monday, 21 June, after many postponements due to 
COVID, our Year 11 and 12 Drama students presented their 
major ensemble performances to an audience of staff and 
students. The ensemble performances were a culmination 
of months of hard work, with our talented students 
devising and creating their own group performances.

The Year 11s created work based on the theme of 
Consumerism, while the Year 12s created work based on 
ideas from the #MeToo Movement. The sound, lighting, 
vision and staging was all managed by the Year 1 and 2 VET 
Live Production and Services students. 

It was a day of powerful theatre, and the students were 
able to present their hard work to a cheering audience. 
Through all the challenges of remote learning, our 
senior Performing Arts students have thrived. We are 
unbelievably proud of them!

Mr Damian Bernardo 
Head of Learning - Performing Arts

ENGLISH
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
all our students for their resilience, perseverance and 
hard work in Semester One. While it was disrupted 
with a return to remote learning, I was impressed with 
how students continued to engage with their studies 
in English and returned onsite ready to pick up where 
they left off, seemingly unscathed by yet another 
lockdown.

In Term 3, the Junior students will have an opportunity 
to compete in an intraschool debating competition 
at both campuses. Debating is a great way to help 
develop critical thinking and research skills and to 
build confidence in having a say, all whilst having a lot 
of fun. Grab your friends and join a team.

Finally, a very special shout out to our English 
Captains: Elleni North-Combes, Hayden Cremona and 
Caitlin Cabinet for their continued support, especially 
in helping us celebrate all things English at our recent 
Open Day.

I wish you all a very happy and safe break and look 
forward to another great term on our return. 

Ms Colette Salerno 
Head of Learning - English

PATHWAYS & CAREERS
As we reach the halfway mark in our school year it 
is timely to take a look back at all that has occured, 
including our College Careers Expo, Morrisby profiles, 
discussions on careers and pathways, Careers Week, 
some subject changes, and work experience.

Careers Education is important not just for our senior 
students, but also for our Year 7s and 8s as they start 
to consider who they are and what they enjoy. Parent 
conversations are also critical.

In Term 3, students will continue to explore their 
journey of subject selections for 2022, tertiary 
courses post their secondary education, VTAC, 
Scholarships on offer at University, SEAS, early entry 
university conditional offers, university open days 
and much more. I encourage students to research 
courses and discuss subjects with teachers and 
other students. Explore the type of learner you are 
and consider applied learning programs or read 
information around the VET certificates on offer that 
have students leaving the College not with just a 
completion in Year 12 but also a national qualification 
at the Certificate 2 or 3 level.

Ms Julie Pilioglou 
Careers and VET Coordinator
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TECHNOLOGIES
The Technologies and Art Departments look forward 
to opening IMAGINE on Friday, 16 July. The aim of this 
year’s exhibition is to showcase what a whole semester 
of work looks like in each of our subject areas, across 
Years 9 to 12. We are hoping this opportunity will enable 
our students in Years 8 to 10, to make more informed 
decisions as they embark on subject selection during 
Term 3 for 2022. 

Students in Technologies subjects were working hard to 
finalise their projects in our workshop spaces. We look 
forward to showcasing a selection of student’s work 
from Semester One at the upcoming IMAGINE Art and 
Design Exhibition.

Ms Christine Ciccone 
Head of Learning – Technologies

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Over Semester One in 
Food Technology, we were 
able to produce and cook 
a variety of dishes and 
goods every week. These 
dishes ranged from basic 
bread and fruit crumble to 
spaghetti and much more. 
Before every production, 
we learnt about the 
importance of safety while 

preparing and cooking food and ensured that we had all 
the safety precautions covered to avoid any injuries and 
cross contamination. Throughout the course, we also 
learnt many cooking techniques and processes including 
dextrinisation, caramelization, sauteing, simmering, 
boiling and how to use the knife correctly for dicing and 
slicing, just to name a few. Not only did these techniques 
and processes help in producing each dish, but they also 
allowed us to learn the different types of techniques and 
the influence they have on the texture and flavour of the 
food. The two dishes that we enjoyed the most was the 
Fruit Crumble and Spaghetti Aglio e Olio!

Throughout the semester we were required to design 
and produce our own Nourish Bowls to meet the criteria 
outlined in the design brief. The criteria stated that 
we were to design a new nourish bowl for our client, 
Bowls Baby, and it had to include seasonal ingredients 
especially created for customers who were health 
conscious. Before designing the custom nourish bowls, 
students had to list the constraints and considerations, 
research different types of nourish bowls, choose 
available and seasonal ingredients in stores, plan the 
design of the bowl based on a specific tradition or 
culture, create a new recipe and develop a production 
plan. Due to COVID restrictions and time constraints, 
many students were not able to produce their nourish 
bowls. Even so, from this experience, students still 
enjoyed putting their time and effort into researching 
and planning their nourish bowls.

Mary Nguyen and Tracey Tran, Christ the King 
Year 9 Food Technology

HUMANITIES
During Term 2, the Humanities department has 
worked with students on a variety of events covering 
a wide range of subjects and topics. On 27 April, staff 
and students participated in our annual ANZAC Day 
Ceremony, reflecting on Australia’s involvement in World 

War I and the brave soldiers who lost their lives fighting 
for our homeland. In Chisholm Court, we shared poems 
and stories of those from the war front and observed a 
minute’s silence. Thank you to all the staff and students 
for making this Ceremony possible, and for your respect.

Our College’s Sociology Club made progress amidst a 
busy semester, having collected anonymous feedback 
from our ‘Dear People’ boxes which we set around each 
of the campuses to further encourage closer relations 
between peers and staff. Another exciting project has 
been our podcasts. A number of lunchtimes have gone 
into these, which are recorded by our students for 
our College community, varying in topics to prompt 
discussion. Stay tuned for access.

Our VCE Sociology classes had the privilege to welcome 
Arnel Davis, a former student, back to the College 
to share his experiences growing up as an African-
Indigenous. Arnel’s visit gave our students personal 
insight into ethnic hybridity, allowing them to learn 
beyond secondary sources. We thank Arnel for his time 
and discussion with our students.

Staff and students also participated in Humanities Week, 
which occurred early Term 2. During the week, students 
could participate in a wide range of activities spanning all 
of the Humanities department, such as Economics, Global 
Politics and Geography, where both sites could be involved 
and share their enjoyment of Humanities with their peers. 
Thank you to everyone involved with our week and we look 
forward to holding another one next year.

Nicholas Curcio and Rosselle Valdez 
Sacred Heart, Humanities Captains

Diving Deep
TODAY'S HOSTS: JACOB, VY, THI AND DAVID

JOIN US ON EP. 1

TODAY'S TOPIC

BODY IMAGE
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SCIENCE
Science this year has been amazing! The topic we learnt 
about was ‘States of Matter’ and how particles have 
energy. The main reason why this unit is fantastic is 
because of all the fun practical lessons we have done. In 
Term 2, we made ice cream using some zip lock bags, 4 
cups of ice, salt, 2 cups of cream, some vanilla essence 
and sugar. The purpose of this experiment was to teach us 
about the state changes of matter from a liquid to a solid. 
Personally, I think that I have grown a lot since the start of 
the year in my knowledge of science. For me, I enjoy the 
subject and it is something I look forward to each week. 

Noel Mathew, St John’s - Year 7 Science 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

So far in Science we have learned about the three main 
states of matter and as well as how to use a Bunsen Burner. 
Personally, one my favourite thing to do was using the 
Bunsen Burner, because we watched as water got heated 
up from a beaker and now that I learnt about the states 
of matter, I know that we watched the water boil because 
it bubbled until it became a gas. Another practical that I 
enjoyed was making ice cream, because we got to eat the 
delicious experiment afterwards. We created liquid ice 
cream and used ice cubes (that had salt on it to make it last 
longer) to freeze it until it became a nice and creamy solid 
ice cream. I am really liking Science and I am excited to see 
what we are going to learn about in Semester Two.

Anton Valencia, St John’s - Year 7 Science 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

On the 27th April, our Year 9 Science class had our heart 
dissection practical. During Term 2, we were learning 
about body systems and explored how all the organs 
in our body work together to keep us functioning. We 
studied the circulatory, digestive and excretory systems. 
Because the heart is a primary organ that keeps each of 
these systems running, it was a great learning experience 
to be able to dissect one ourselves.

MUSIC 
The Music department has been busy doing what 
we do best with several performances throughout 
Semester One. Every Friday at lunch we had outdoor 
concerts featuring our talented singers and musicians. 
We were very lucky that the weather was amazing for 
most of the occasions. The major event for Term 2 was 
our Winter Music Concert which featured around 150 
students from all year groups participating. Although 
we were sad that COVID restrictions meant that our 
families could not attend, our staff and students 
turned out in force to watch our great musicians and 
show their support.

Semester One saw our students attended a 
performance by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra 
to see ‘Peter and the Wolf’ at Hamer Hall. Many of 
our musicians got to experience a live orchestra for 
the first time and have been inspired to work hard to 
perfect their instrument. 

Although lockdown meant that many of our ensembles 
had to stop rehearsing, our Year 7 and 8 students 
all had ukuleles at home this year to entertain their 
families with. The online learning experiences gave 
everyone time to work on their playing and composing 
skills and it was great that the Music department burst 
back to life so quickly once we returned to the College. 

Mr Matthew Lorentzen 
Director of Music

On the day, we were all given a short demonstration by 
Ms Xie, and she showed us where and how to cut our 
heart. In partners, we then went back to our benches with 
our equipment and lamb hearts to begin our dissection.

Seeing a real-life heart was great for developing our 
understanding on this topic, as we were able to observe 
all the structures of a heart clearly and gained the hands-
on experience of dissecting real organs for the first time.

In later classes, we each wrote a practical report on our 
experience where we deepened our understanding of 
how the heart and body operates.

Alyssa and Olivia, Christ the King - Year 9 Science
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LANGUAGES
June 21st saw all Year 8 Italian students participated in 
the C.I.S (Centre of Italian Studies) poetry competition. 
Students learned a poem in Italian which they then 
recited to an adjudicator who visited our College. The 
judges were very impressed with the standard of the 
students’ recitals and will be in touch shortly to give the 
students some much anticipated feedback.

We are excited to announce the revival of the Languages 
Club from the beginning of Semester Two.  Languages 
Club will be offered at both sites every week. The Club 
is an opportunity for language lovers to practice their 
conversational skills in Mandarin, Japanese and Italian 
while enjoying food and snacks from those countries. 
Club activities include but are not limited to manga 
drawing, kendama toys, origami, Chinese chess, karaoke 
and movies in the target language, including anime. We 
are even planning a special K-Pop club meeting.

Isabelle Macasero, Christ the King 
Language Captain

SPORT
Semester One was full of sporting opportunities 
for students. The Senior Netball team, led by Nikita 
Katsantonis-Galea, showed spirit and effort all season. 
Our Senior Boys Cricket team made it to the final for the 
first time in over a decade, falling agonisingly close to 
the championship. The College swim team participated 
in the SACCSS event, where Jonathan Russell and 
Jonathan Tieu excelled and were selected to represent 
the College and association at the Victorian All Schools 
event. The Year 10 students competed in their Premier 

League season and we had three teams make grand finals 
(Boys Soccer, Girls Volleyball & Boys Volleyball), with the 
Boys Volleyball winning the championship. Senior Sports 
day was a blast for the students involved; our tennis team 
performed well, with two teams making grand finals; our 
volleyball teams both made the finals; and we were able to 
put a mixed netball team full of beginners on the court. 

Term 2 allowed us to welcome our Year 7s to sport as they 
started their Premier League season. Unfortunately, it was 
an interrupted season due to the move to remote learning 
but there were plenty of highlights. We have seen large 
growth in girls’ participation at Christ the King which has 
produced wonderful results in netball, soccer, basketball 
and volleyball. The Year 9 and 10 girls came together for 
the SACCSS Intermediate AFL carnival, and it was great to 
see our girls, many playing for the first time, learning and 
playing together. While we did not win any games, the girls 
had a lot of fun getting involved. 

SACCSS Cross Country was a cold and wet day early in 
May however three student’s performed exceedingly well 
finishing in the Top 5. Leanne Ellis (Year 7) fifth overall, Lucas 
Ash (Year 7) third overall and Alex Abela (Year 10) first overall, 
nearly breaking the record for the event. All participants 
represented the College proudly, and now we await the 
selection for the next stage of competition. 

A highlight of the year for the senior students has been 
the return of the senior boys AFL team. The support of Mr 
Doyle and My Wirges in establishing a training routine and 
culture within the group has been amazing and it was great 
to celebrate our first win as a group. 

During the circuit-breaker lockdown of Term 2, we were able 
to enter an online chess tournament where our 15-member 
team was able to dominate the competition and qualify for 
the state finals, which will be held later in year. Nhan Tran 
(Year 8) was our standout player who set the high standard 
for others to follow. This event is a preamble to SACCSS 
competition in Term 3.

Amitoj K, Mariah T, Danny M, Lual M, Emily D and Lola A  
College Sports Captains







24 CHURCHILL AVENUE SEMESTER NEWS

LIBRARY NEWS
The library continues to be a hub of activity, encouraging our 
students to explore, research, connect and most importantly 
read. We are proud of the following initiatives that have 
encouraged our school community to read more.

BEANSTACK
This is a new platform for logging books read by our Year 7 – 9 
students as well as the book club groups. Readers are motivated 
to read regularly when they have a system to track their 
progress just like a ‘Fitbit’. Beanstack allows our students to view 
their accumulated minutes of reading as well as their longest 
streak of reading every day.  To further encourage our students 
to complete book reviews, we award virtual raffle tickets to 
students so that they can enter the draw of their choice. In Term 
1 we gave away canteen vouchers and in Term 2 we gave away 
book vouchers. 

JUST ONE MORE CHAPTER – 
BOOK REVIEWS
With all the fantastic book reviews we have received from staff 
and students, we will be starting a new monthly publication 
called ‘Just One More Chapter’ where we showcase the books 
read. 

BOOK CLUBS
Book Club for students at all campuses occurs once a fortnight in 
the library at lunchtime. New students are always welcome. Come 
along to have fun with your fellow peers, join in trivia and talk all 
things books. It has also been great to see that the number of 
staff joining us once a term for Staff Book Share Breakfast’. Staff 
are encouraged to come along to find your next read. 

THE READING HOUR
This whole school initiative, which occurred May 27th, was 
well received by staff and students. Our College believes in the 
importance of reading for both our wellbeing and learning; 
therefore, we will continue to hold the reading hour every 
semester, with the next one being held August 19th.  To add 
excitement, we held a competition for the Learner Mentor with 
all students bringing their book along and had several entries. 
The randomly drawn winner was St John’s, Clare 4. Well done to 
all!

LOOKING AHEAD TO  
SEMESTER 2
We have been busy reorganising and updating our non-fiction 
collection at the BISC. The books are now grouped into more 
user-friendly genres with clear signage. Come in and check out 
our non-fiction collection, and feel free to give us suggestions 
for new books to add.

Term 3 is the most exciting one in our library calendar due to 
Book Week. This year we are going big with 4 authors lined up 
and a loyalty card initiative. Add a save the date to your diary – 
August 23rd – 27th.

Ms Hope Do 
Information Services Coordinator
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IN THE MEDIA

MY BRIMBANK - ROB BRENNAN

At the beginning of the school year, Principal Robert 
Brennan appeared in the Brimbank & North West 
Star Weekly as a featured interview in the My 
Brimbank section.

STARWEEKLY.COM.AU  NEWS

What was behind your decision to take on 
the principal role at Caroline Chisholm?

Locality. I’ve been back in the western suburbs 
of Melbourne for 10 years and working in 
the east. Coming back home is certainly one 
reason. I think there was always a romance 
about coming back to my old school. I had very 
fond memories as a student and the fact that it 
was close to home was a dual bonus.

How does it feel to be back at a school you 
attended?

It’s wonderful. It’s very, very different. Now 
it is multicultural and I loved that in my 
previous school and it’s something I’m really 
looking forward to here. The western suburbs 
have always had a stigma and I’m a product 
of the western suburbs, so I want to be part of 
making sure our kids get every opportunity 
every other kid in Victoria gets.

What is your teaching background?

I taught at the CRC complex in St Albans for 
my first six years and then CRC in Sydenham  
and had nine wonderful years there. Then 
in senior management went to St Patrick’s 
College in Ballarat for five years as a deputy 

MY BRIMBANK

New Caroline Chisholm 

Catholic College principal 

Robert Brennan has returned 

to the school where he was 

once a student. He chats with 

Tara Murray.

principal and then five years in Bairnsdale, The 
last nine years I was at Salesian in Chadstone.

What are you looking forward to most about 
teaching in the western suburb again?

I think getting to know the kids again. One 
of the beautiful things about teaching at the 
CRC complex was bumping into the kids in a 
social context, like in the supermarket or their 
work. I’ve always enjoyed getting to know them 
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outside the role and they get to see you in a 
different role.

What do you love about Brimbank?

The down-to-earthness of people, that 
down-to-earth working class and wanting to 
work hard to make good for something. The 
western suburbs are built on multiculturalism.  
It’s created this wonderful community that we 
have. It can have an ugly side and beautiful 

side and it’s about making sure our kids 
understand the beautiful side.

What direction do you want to take the 
school in?

The school has the potential to be equal to any 
school in Victoria. I want my kids to know they 
are the equal of any other student in Victoria. I 
get the sense … they don’t have the belief they 
are as good as others, and they are.

LEADERSHIP RECOGNISED

Monique Dalli and Julie Pilioglou successfully gained 
their Highly Accomplished and Lead Teacher (HALT) 
accreditation, part of the first groups in Victoria to 
be nationally certified. In other award news, Colin 
Chapman was awarded the Adem Foster Award for 
Leadership in Technologies Education.

PEEK BEHIND THE DOOR OF A LEADING 
EDUCATOR

The College’s facilities and learning programs were 
reviewed in the Star Weekly in the lead up to Open 
Day on Sunday, 23 May.
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Peek behind the door of a leading educator
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College is excited 
to welcome the community and prospective 
students to its 2021 Open Day at 11am-2pm on 
Sunday, May 23. 

Families will step into a world of 
opportunities open to students across the 
three campuses. Learning areas will be on 
display, with enthusiastic staff ready to answer 
questions and demonstrate their expertise. 

Prospective students and parents will be able 
to take part in a range of activities,  from science 
experiments to cooking demonstrations. 

The Performing Arts department is 
welcoming back live performance with 
Footloose as the musical for 2021. Open Day 
will allow visitors to see the exceptional talent 
at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College, and the 
range of subject areas available to students. 

“We want prospective families to peer behind 
the curtain and come visit, explore, discover 
and learn what makes us a leader in learning 
excellence,” says principal, Robert Brennan. 

While Open Day tours won’t reveal the 
final product, construction is well under way 
for the College’s multi-purpose hall, due for 
completion late 2021.

“The hall will form a new precinct large 
enough to accommodate our growing student 
body and staff and provide a space for entire 
College gatherings,” says Mr Brennan. “It offers 
two full-sized basketball courts that open to 
an indoor/outdoor environment, providing 
additional covered space for wet-weather days.”

The infrastructure of the College is designed 
specifically for the holistic development of the 
students and provides modern and flexible 
facilities.

The new science wing at Christ the King 
campus was completed and ready for the 
2021 school year. It includes two new science 
labs, along with flexible indoor and outdoor 

learning areas. Designed by award-winning 
Melbourne-based architects Branch Studios, 
this wing incorporates the life cycle of cells in 
its design. 

The College also has a new performing and 
visual arts building, St Madeleine Centre, 
which houses music, drama, dance, and other 
subjects. 

Students at each of the three campuses have 
access to modern and well-equipped libraries, 

with a range of break-out spaces for use by 
students in and out of class. 

With a vision to continually improve and 
keep up to date, the College offers welcoming 
classrooms with access to data projectors, as 
well as a number of specialised classrooms for 
art and technology subjects. 

Senior students of Sacred Heart have access to 
a Senior Study Centre. It includes a kitchenette 
and outdoor garden, giving students an area 

to enjoy their food and take a brain break, and 
have some freedom as senior members of the 
college. 

NOTE: CovidSafe protocols will be followed 
during the Open Day.

Caroline Chisholm Catholic College, 
65 & 204 Churchill Avenue, Braybrook. 
Inquiries: 9296 5311 or visit 
www.cccc.vic.edu.au

Caroline Chisholm Catholic College. (Pictures: Supplied)

THERAPY DOGS LEND A PAW

Year 12 fundraising captains, Sophie and Kayla, 
featured alongside Barney from MacKillop Family 
Services’ Paws4Kids project, who visited the 
College on Monday, 19 April.

 7 BRIMBANK & NORTHWEST STAR WEEKLY  Tuesday, 11 May, 2021

 STARWEEKLY.COM.AU  NEWS

For more information about our range of retirement communities, visit: rcavillages.com.au

83 Kulin Drive, Tarneit  • wyndhamgrange.com.au

The best 
in Tarneit 
retirement 
living

Call: 1800 123 131

12 1

Villa 105

$305K
12 1

Villa 132

$309K

From time to time selected refurbished villas become available for 
sale to new residents of RCA Villages. These are not brand-new units 
and, on occasion, have additions and/or improvements included.

No deposit required to reserve your villa. 

Nothing to sign until you sell your house.

From:

$390K

New Villas
Featuring:
• 2 bedrooms plus study 

• 2 bathrooms 

• Brick & render construction

• Double garage

• Paved north facing alfresco

Established homes 
now available
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By Tara Murray

The owners of the old Sydenham railway 
station are working with Brimbank council to 
secure the building’s future after a planning 
permit to relocate it was withdrawn.

As reported by Star Weekly, the Mornington 
Peninsula Railway Society submitted an 
application to relocate the station building – 
which is more than 100 years old – to its tourist 
railway.

Many residents raised concerns about the 
proposal, including Sydenham MP Natalie 
Hutchins who started a petition calling for the 
station to remain in Brimbank.

Caroline Chisholm Cathlotic College’s Damian 
Bernardo will be among the excited spectators 
as the school’s students return to the stage.

Mr Bernardo, the college’s head of learning 
for performing arts, said it had been a long 18 
months for students since they were last able to 
put on a show.

He said while many of the students were able 
to do some performance work through online 
and video during the coronavirus pandemic, it 
wasn’t the same as being on stage.

“We are so excited to be putting on a show 
again,” he said.

“We’re excited to be back so the community 
can see our students’ amazing work. 
They missed out on the relationships and 
connections that are normally developed.”

Mr Bernardo said year 11 and 12 students 
had been working hard the past few weeks 

town centre, owns the station building which 
has been unused for 19 years.

Watergardens centre manager Joe Galea said 
QIC continues to work with Brimbank council 
in planning for the future of the Sydenham 
railway station.

“We look forward to being able to share 
further details about our plans for this 
important historical site as we reach key 
planning and approval milestones.”

Brimbank city development director Kelvin 
Walsh confirmed the application had been 
withdrawn and there was no other proposal 
before the council to demolish, remove or 
relocate the building.

Last week, the society withdrew its 
application with president Andrew Saine 
saying  he was surprised by the reaction.

“We were under the impression it was fairly 
neglected and needed some attention to turn it 
into something special,” he said.

“We have been quite surprised and a little bit 
disappointed how negative things have been in 
Sydenham. We’re not about taking buildings 
from significant areas.

“It’s [the station] getting worse by the day.  
The building needs some love and hopefully 
finds someone who will care for it and get the 
love it needs.” 

QIC, which owns the nearby Watergardens 

ahead of the school’s first performance next 
week, a drama showcase.

“We’ve had two artists working with the 
students over a six week period,” he said.

“We wanted to bridge the gap and build skills 
and confidence back up.

“We’ve chosen some more challenging 
subject matters they can delve into.”

The college has also announced the return of 
the College Musical in 2021.

Mr Bernardo said they would perform 
Footloose, which they had been working on 
before COVID-19.

“We wanted to pick the show up again,” he 
said. “All the students are continuing their 
roles, with new students coming in to replace 
students who are no longer at the school.”

 
 Tara Murray

Sydenham station stays put

Teacher Damian Bernardo. (Joe Mastroianni) 236208_01

Old Sydenham railway station. (Damjan Janevski) 

233706_02

Treading the boards again 

TREADING THE BOARDS

Head of Learning for Performing Arts, Damian 
Bernardo, was interviewed by The Educator in May 
in anticipation of audiences coming back to our 
auditorium for College performances once again. 
Our 2021 musical is Footloose and is set for a 
September opening.

16 BRIMBANK & NORTHWEST STAR WEEKLY  Tuesday, 25 May, 2021

cccc.vic.edu.au  |  +61 3 9296 5311

ENROLMENTS OPEN
Year 7 2023

 1
2
4
7
6
7
9
2
-S

N
2
2
-2

1
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On pathways to academic success
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College offers 
multiple pathways and opportunities for its 
students, including the Aspire program for 
Years 7-9 as well as a wide subject range in 
VCE, VET and VCAL. An Advance Learning 
Program in Years 10-11 allows students to 
excel, with some students able to do a university 
subject in Year 12.

Aspire: Years 7-9
Aspire enables dedicated and high-achieving 
students to be challenged, providing a pathway 
that meets their specific needs.

The program is designed for students who 
share a particular passion for and commitment 
to learning, have exceptional abilities across 
multiple disciplines and are highly motivated 
to reach their full potential.

Aspire students can be working six to 12 
months ahead of students not in the program, 
and are encouraged to go on to VCE and 
university subjects ahead of schedule.

Aspire students learn through:
•  Investigation, inquiry and higher-order 

thinking
•  Authentic tasks that involve real-world 

learning and problem solving
•  Links with international stakeholders and 

networking
• Team teaching
• Development of a folio of learning
• Peer assessment
• External competitions and experiences

Aspire is accessed by invitation on the basis 
of academic testing and an application process 
in Grade 6.

Year 10
Year 10 is designed to strengthen students’ 

Caroline Chisholm students are offered many pathways to support their learning journey. (Pictures: Supplied)

ability to plan their future pathways with a 
structure that allows flexibility and choice in a 
wide range of core and elective subjects. Select 
students can extend their learning and study 
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
subjects at Year 10.

Years 11 and 12 / VCE
The College offers more than 50 VCE subjects 
at Years 11 and 12. Academically-inclined 
students can study university subjects while 
still at school.

VCAL and VET
The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning 
(VCAL) is an alternative pathway which runs 
parallel to the VCE. A hands-on option for 
Year 11 and 12 students, it provides practical, 
work-related experiences.

The robust VCAL program is supported 
by dedicated teachers and collaboration 
partnerships.

Also offered are Vocational Educational 
and Training (VET) units, designed to deliver 
workplace-specific skills and knowledge 
based-competencies. Students undertaking 

VET units can gain a nationally recognised 
qualification and achieve credits towards 
completion of their VCE or VCAL program.

Students have the chance to study VET 
units off-campus at local registered training 
organisations such as TAFEs, universities or 
another secondary college.

Call the College to organise a personalised 
tour or email admissions@cccc.vic.edu.au.

Caroline Chisholm Catholic College, 
65 and 204 Churchill Avenue, Braybrook.  
Inquiries: 9296 5311 or visit cccc.vic.edu.au

ON PATHWAYS TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS

The College’s learning programs were reviewed 
in Star Weekly's Education Choices section. In 
discussion was the College's Aspire program along 
with VCE, VCAL and VET options.
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 YEAR 7 2023
ENROLMENTS OPEN
Close 20 August 2021

Secure your place now   
cccc.vic.edu.au

Year 7 - 9 All Girls Campus

65 Churchill Avenue, Braybrook

Year 7 - 9 All Boys Campus

Year 10 - 12 Co-educational Senior Campus

204 Churchill Avenue, Braybrook

2021 REUNION NIGHT
When:  Friday, 5 November 7pm–11pm 

Where:  204 Churchill Avenue, Braybrook 3019 

Cost:  $20 cash

Dress:  Smart casual 

  Finger food provided, along with a welcome drink upon arrival. Partners 
welcome, however, it is strictly an adults only event.

Invitation and booking link to be sent shortly.

Still keep in contact with others from your graduating year?   
Please encourage them to attend and pass on the event details.

2020 MAKE UP REUNION NIGHT

Friday, 27 August 2021
Invitations have been sent. Join our Alumni database to stay updated.

1980    1990    2000    2010Classes Of    

Classes Of

Events are subject to change due to the imposition of restrictions related to COVID-19.
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