
A Guide for  
Choosing a  
Secondary School  
for Your Child



Choosing a secondary school for your child can seem overwhelming. There are so 
many decisions to make as you consider all the possibilities. Do you want a Catholic or 
public school? Single-sex or co-educational? All the while trying to understand how the 
enrolment process works. 

To assist you as you explore your options we have put together this guide for your 
consideration, along with some questions you may wish to ask to help you navigate this 
important decision.

We believe there are six areas of focus you should consider when choosing a secondary 
school;

1. Identify your child’s educational needs.

2. Be clear in what your family values are.

3.  Identify the schools that you believe meet your child’s and family needs.

4.  Explore these schools. Don’t be afraid to ask questions.

5.  Understand each school’s enrolment process.

6. Start early to give yourself the time.
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IDENTIFYING YOUR CHILD’S 
EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

FAMILY VALUES

Remember you are trying to match your child’s attributes  
and needs to a school.

• What are my child’s strengths?

• What does my child enjoy doing?

• What is my child’s personality type?

• Does my child require additional learning needs?

• What type of education system do we want for our child?

•  Do we want a spiritual / religious element for our child’s 
education?

• What are the important things in a school for our family?

• What extra-curricular programs do we want a school to offer?

• What are we willing to pay for our child’s education?

• What can we afford?

• What facilities do we want to see in a school?

•  Will my child benefit most from a co-educational, single-sex 
or combined education?

• Do I want my child to attend a local school?

• How far are we willing to travel to school?

• How is the school served by public transport?

• Does the school operate a bus service?
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SCHOOLS
There are a number of factors we believe you’ll need to consider when 
trying to identify suitable schools.
 
ACADEMIC RESULTS 

There are plenty of questions you should be asking when it comes to 
academic results. Visit the school’s website to find out more. Research 
the schools results by asking:

• How strong are the school’s VCE results?

• How do they compare to other schools in the area? 

•  How does the school promote and celebrate student 
achievement? 

• Does the school offer pathways other than VCE?

• How many subjects are offered at VCE?

• What other programs does the school offer other than VCE?

• My child isn’t academically inclined, can they still do VCE?

• Do the school’s results reflect a select entry enrolment policy?

WELLBEING 

The wellbeing of students is central to their experience at school. All 
programs should represent a high priority to promote the personal, 
psychological and emotional growth of young people.

Visit the school and ask questions of teachers, staff and students. 
Get a sense for how the school approachs student wellbeing and ask 
about structures in place and other aspects such as behaviour policies, 
uniform policies, etc.

•  How does the school approach student wellbeing?

•  What structures, processes, policies or procedures are in place 
to support the wellbeing of our child?

•  Are there counselling or psychology services available?



CURRICULUM AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
Students are given opportunities to make personalised choices in secondary school. It’s 
important you are familiar with the school’s courses and ensure that they meet your child’s 
interests and strengths.

•  Does the broader curriculum cater for my child’s academic, physical, spiritual, 
emotional, creative and personal growth?

• What learning programs does the school offer?

• What subject choices are available for students?

• Do students choose subjects at Year 7?

• What languages will my child learn?

•  What support does the school have in place for students with additional needs?

• What is the school’s sports program?

• What is the school’s music program?

• Does the school put on a musical each year?

• How many students per class?



FACILITIES
Book a tour of the school and visit the different learning environments. Explore the 
facilities and find out what’s happening around the grounds.

• Do facilities cater for contemporary teaching and learning?

• Are the spaces clean and free of litter?

• Are the spaces well equipped for learning?

• Are there dedicated learning areas / buildings?

• Are there future plans for additional buildings / spaces?

• Are there technology-free areas / study spaces?

• Are there recreational facilities and spaces? 

• Do the facilities cater for your child’s needs? 

EXTENSION PROGRAMS
Many schools provide opportunities for 
your child to extend their interest in a 
particular area. Find out what they are.

•  Does the school have any extension 
programs for gifted and talented 
students?

• How are students selected?

•  What is the curriculum like  
compared to mainstream classes?

•  Are there additional costs for 
excursions, camps, etc.?

TUITION AND FEES
• What are the tuition fees? 

• What does the tuition cover?

•  Does it include things like laptops, etc.?

• Does the school offer fee assistance?

• Can I pay fees in instalments?

•  What are the costs of books and 
uniforms?

•  Is there a discount offered for 
siblings?





Once you have identified a few schools you deem suitable you can 
research them more closely by:

• Doing research online.

•  Asking friends, family and others in your network what they 
know about the school.

• Asking for a school prospectus or enrolment pack.

• Attending information nights, open days and tours.

•   Seeking further information –  
Melbourne Archdioceses Catholic Schools:  
www.macs.vic.edu.au/Our-Schools/Choosing-a-School
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EXPLORING SCHOOLS

TOURS AND OPEN DAYS
• When can I view the school?

• Does the school have an open day?

• What will I see at an open day?

•  Can I speak to teachers and students on my visit?

•  Will I be able to see a classroom in action?

•  Does the school’s facilities and grounds accommodate 
physical activity?

• Are the classrooms well equipped?

•  How do staff and students interact at the school?

•  How does the school work in partnership with parents?

•  What does learning look like in the classrooms?

To find out more information about schools you are considering, 
reach out to their admissions and transition officer.



UNDERSTANDING THE 
ENROLMENT PROCESS 
•  When should I start considering secondary schools? 

Depending on whether you choose to enrol your child in a 
Catholic, independent or government school, consideration 
should start as early as pre-school age but for Catholic education 
commencing your search in Grade 4 is appropriate. Enrolment 
dates, deadlines, zoning and wait lists will play a role in 
determining how early you should commence your search.

•  When should I submit an application for Year 7 to a Catholic 
school? 
Applications to Catholic schools for Year 7 open in January when 
students are in Grade 5 and families are encouraged to submit a 
completed application as early as possible. Applications close in 
August of the same year.

•  Do I have to be Catholic to apply? 
No. Catholic schools have open and inclusive enrolment policies 
and will accept applications from all religious backgrounds. 
However, enrolment policies will state priority is offered to Catholic 
families from feeder primary schools and parishes.

•  Do I have to attend a Catholic feeder school to apply? 
No, the College accepts applications from students coming from 
Catholic, government and independent primary schools.
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•   What are the fees associated with applying for a place in Year 7? 
This will vary, however, application fees tend to be non-refundable.

•  What happens next? 
Once all documents are received and payment has been processed, families may be 
required to attend an interview. 

•  When will I find out if I am successful? 
Catholic schools confirm places in Term Four of Grade 5.

•  Are there second round offers? 
Yes. Generally, families that don’t receive a first round offer will be assessed for second 
round offers based on the school’s Enrolment Policy and priority.

•  Where can I view a school’s Enrolment Policy? 
Most schools make their enrolment policies available on their websites. You can also call 
the school to request one.

•  What criteria is used when assessing applications? 
The main criteria for Catholic Schools is a family’s willingness to support the Catholic 
ethos regardless of religious belief. Other criteria points will differ between schools so 
reach out and request this information.

TRANSITION
•  Stay connected to your school of interest. 

Follow their social media accounts. You’ll get to have a glimpse of the school year, 
events, achievements, and much more.

• Is there a transition program?

• Do we get to meet teachers and other families before we start?

• Will my child have a buddy at the school?

• Can I talk to someone prior to my child starting?



TIPS
Do your research now
Find out your options and learn what schools are in your zone. To 
find out if you are zoned to a Catholic school, visit the individual 
Catholic school website and access their Enrolment Policy. To find 
which Government school you’re zoned to visit:  
www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au

Be prepared
• Know the enrolment closure date. Save it in your calendar.

•  Have your child’s birth certificate, passport, visa and baptism in 
one place to access when it’s time to apply.

•  Keep your school reports; Catholic schools require Semester 2 of 
Grade 4, Semester 1 of Grade 5 and Grade 5 NAPLAN results.

Have a backup plan
Consider a backup plan in case you don’t get into your first 
preference. Apply to schools before the due date. Do not wait until 
you get a decline from your first offer to consider your second 
preference.

Involve your child
Have a conversation with your child and get their input into the 
decision. They are ultimately the ones attending. This might involve 
negotiations but it’s important they feel involved in the process to 
ensure a positive transition.

START EARLY 6 A few things to remember…

• There is no such thing as the perfect school.

• No single school will cater for all children.

• Most schools are good schools.

•  Whilst choosing a secondary school may seem a daunting task 
given the dot points in this guide, remember to get as much 
information as possible to help you with your decision.

• Good luck!
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