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I am often left in awe as I 
prepare to write my piece 
for Alumni Times as I read 
about the achievements 
of past students post their 
time at this great College. 
In this edition we hear 
from a peer of mine, Tony 
Dodemaide, who went on 
to represent his country 
in his chosen sport of 
cricket, both in the Test and 
One Day arena. We also 
get an insight into Dean 
Davidson’s life post his 
time here at the College as 
he carved out a career for 
himself as a town planner 
in Western Australia which 

saw him undertake project developments requiring sensitivity 
to the heritage of the Indigenous People as well as European 
settlement heritage. It was wonderful to see he was also able 
to find time to be an active member of the surf lifesaving. 
Karen Gauci shows us that with passion and hard work, you 
can fulfil your dreams, which in Karen’s case took her around 
the world, achieving success on her own terms. Finally, we 
read of Jim Narayan who took his experiences at the College 
to forge his own career in teaching. It was wonderful to read 
their reflections on what they enjoyed about their time at the 
College and more importantly what they were able to take 
away with them.

As we recognise and celebrate the achievements of our alumni 
and prepare to set the Class of 2021 out into society, I thought 
I would reflect on the topic of overcoming the fear of failure, 
using our alumni as examples of people who have overcome 
self-doubt and fear to go on and have successful careers, in the 
hope our current students will be motivated to push beyond 
their fears and go on to reach their full potential in life. I want 
to encourage the Class of 2021 to take the challenges life will 
present them head on and to use our alumni as examples of 
what can be achieved in doing so. 

Before unpacking this issue, I believe we first must have 
a healthy understanding of what success and failure 
are, especially in a world that celebrates a very narrow 
understanding of success, focused on material gain, sport 
and entertainment achievement; even in education too much 
emphasis is placed primarily on high achievers.

A healthier interpretation of success is where recognition is 
given to effort and persistence and a willingness to endure, 
even when personal goals aren’t achieved on the first attempt, 
rather than this over emphasis on material wealth and success 
that is often based on God-given talents. Viewing academic 
success dependent on a score is a little simplistic. Ultimately, 
the measure of success should come internally. It comes when 
we accept our successes and failures for what they are. When 
we can reconcile them to ourselves, either by knowing we have 
done our best or that our less successful results have come 
about due to a lack of effort on our part or maybe even because 
we just didn’t have the skills to complete that given task.

Whilst we must continue to emphasise the importance of 
setting high goals as an element of the learning process, 
we should never over play their importance. We want to 
encourage our kids to work hard and give themselves every 
opportunity to achieve scores which are a true reflection of 
their effort and their academic ability. 

I worry a little about the pressure or stress society places 
on our students with the emphasis on exam results. When 

combined with the pressure our students put on themselves 
as they strive for ‘success’ they can be destructive forces. A 
large part of our job is to remind them that their results do 
not determine their worth, they are merely another form of 
feedback, both to the students and the teachers of what has 
transpired over the time.  

We need to teach our kids of the intrinsic value we receive from 
both our ‘successes’ and our ‘failures’. For it has been said that 
uninterrupted success is less satisfying than success intertwined 
with failure. I would argue that this is not rocket science.  A study 
at a major university concluded that success may be sweeter, 
but failure is the better teacher. We tend to ignore ‘failure’, 
meaning that vital lessons for the future are overlooked in the 
rush to discount or ignore our disappointment. 

Our world is success-crazed, placing very simple measures on 
what it is to be successful. Sadly, this has spilled over into all facets 
of our lives. Media and social media will soon tell us whether we 
are successful or not, in our jobs, our health, education and all 
other facets of life from this narrow perspective.

We must highlight for our kids that most successful people 
have come up the hard way, overcoming periods of chronic 
self-doubt, when the whole world seemed to be against them. 
Winston Churchill was miserable at school. J K Rowling received 
a mountain of rejection slips before finding a publisher for 
the Harry Potter novels. James Dyson the inventor of Dyson 
vacuum cleaners describes his failed attempts as successes 
as each time he learnt what needed to be altered to ultimately 
come up with his world-renowned cleaners. There are 
hundreds of examples of people who learned from their 
failures, bounced back, and found success. Nowhere is the 
galvanising effect of failure more evident than in sport. The 
winner takes the prize, but losers are not crushed: they grit 
their teeth and vow to try harder next time. They have a never-
say-die spirit.  The history of sport is littered with heroes who 
refused to feel sorry for themselves when they were down. 
Failure? They did not know the meaning of the word. 

Could any of these people or even our alumni have achieved the 
success they did if their lives had been an effortless progression 
from triumph to triumph or worse still feared what might not 
be? Perhaps, but it is more likely that it was the determination 
born in failure that put steel in their soul. Of course, we should 
not romanticise losing or getting a poor result, but we do need 
to fight, tooth and nail, the perception that failure is a terminal 
disease and therefore should be feared. As Sir Winston Churchill 
said, “Success is the ability to go from failure to failure without 
losing your enthusiasm”, or Stephen Kaggwa, “Try and fail but 
don’t fail to try”, or Elbert Hubbard who said, “there is no failure 
except in no longer trying”, and finally in the wise words of Robert 
Schuller “Failure doesn’t mean you are a failure...it just means you 
haven’t succeeded yet.”

FROM THE PRINCIPAL



NAPLAN RESULTSPRAYER

Journey of the Magi
A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of the year
For a journey, and such a long journey;
The ways deep and the weather sharp,
The very dead of winter.
And the Camels galled, sore-footed, refractory,
lying down in the melting snow.
There were times we regretted
The Summer palaces on slopes, the terraces,
And the silken girls bringing sherbet.
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling
And running away, and wanting their liquor and women,
And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters, 
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly
And the villages dirty and charging high prices;
A hard time we had of it.
At the end we preferred to travel all night,
Sleeping in snatches,
With the voices singing in our ears, saying
That this was all folly.
Then at dawn we came down to temperate valley,
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation,
With a running stream and a water-mil beating the darkness,
And three trees on the low sky.
And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow.
Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel,
Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver,
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins.
But there was no information, and so we continued
And arrived at evening, not a moment too soon
Finding the place; it was (you may say) satisfactory.
All this was a long time ago, I remember.
And I would do it again, but set down
This set down
This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death? There was a Birth certainly,
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,
But had thought they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their dogs.
I should be glad of another death.

- T. S. Elliot

Acknowledgement of 
Country
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College acknowledges the 
Marin-Bulluk, Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung peoples of the 
Kulin Nation who are the traditional custodians of the 
lands on which our school is located and where we learn, 
pray, and gather as a community. We pay our respects 
to ancestors and Elders, past and present. Caroline 
Chisholm Catholic College is committed to honouring 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people of the 
lands of Australia and their unique cultural and spiritual 
relationships to the land, skies, stars, waters, and seas as 
well as their rich contribution to society.

NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in writing, 
reading, language conventions (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation) and numeracy. The results of the tests provide 
information for students, parents, teachers and principals 
which can be used to improve student achievement.

Growth in Literacy Skills
The College has been commended over recent years for our 
work in the area of literacy, particularly reading.

Comparing our Year 7 and Year 9 results allows us to see 
our impact on the skill development of our students. An 
effective size (a term used by educational theorist John Hattie) 
represents the growth in student ability.

Our flagship reading program, introduced to Years 7 - 9 late 
in 2016, has shown considerable gains in the reading skills of 
students at Year 9. Caroline Chisholm Catholic College students 
have been demonstrating growth in their reading skills, 
between Year 7 and Year 9, regularly 1 to 1.5 times higher than 
growth seen in the state.

NAPLAN 
Test

State 
Mean  
(Year 7)

School 
Mean  
(Year 7)

State 
Mean  
(Year 9)

School 
Mean  
(Year 9)

Reading 552 559 584 592

Writing 529 541 554 563

Spelling 552 570 586 603

Grammar & 
Punctuation 539 535 583 590

Numeracy 559 560 593 578



THE YEARS: 
CHANGING FACE OF THE COLLEGE

204 Churchill Avenue, circa 1969

Chisholm Court

Christ the King Campus

204 Science Labs



WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

I was at St John’s College in the latter half of the 1970s. Looking 
back at my time at St John’s, I am grateful to the Brothers and 
staff for the dedication they showed toward me and my fellow 
students.   

One of my best memories is of our amazing music teacher, Mr 
Levier. Regardless of ability, he encouraged us to try various 
instruments and to enjoy and have fun with music. Mr Levier’s 
approach to music started a lifetime passion for me, and to this 
day I continue to play the drums and saxophone. 

At St John’s it was made clear to us that education was vital to 
opening up opportunities, something which has proven true. 
Inspired by growing up in Sunshine and the value placed on 
education by the staff at St John’s. I completed Year 12 and left 
to study in Perth at The University of Western Australia and 
Curtin University. I completed various degrees across a range 
of disciplines including town planning, transport, management, 
and sustainability. My qualifications include a Master’s 
degree in town planning and a second Master’s degree in 
Transport. While focusing my education on Town Planning, I 
supplemented my education with other courses that would 
complement my chosen field and added valuable insight. 

When I completed my tertiary studies, I entered the workforce 
as a town pPlanner. The variety of tasks was varied and has 
included undertaking demographic studies, retail analysis, 
urban design projects, landscaping design, transport and 
infrastructure planning, design guideline development for 
residential and commercial areas and large-scale subdivision 
designs. I have also been heavily involved with Indigenous and 
Non-Indigenous heritage planning and have been fortunate to 
work with many Indigenous family groups and their Elders. I 
have worked in private and public sectors including local and 
state government. I have been a State committee member of 
the Planning Institute of Australia, Local Government Planners’ 
Association and a Commissioner of the Western Australian 
Planning Commission. In more recent years I have worked at 
the Port of Fremantle as a planner, adapting my skills to the 
design and planning of future seaports. 

My interest in planning was a direct result of growing up in 
Sunshine in the 1970s. Sunshine had this amazingly diverse 
population of people from around the globe who would bring 
stories of life in countries including Italy, Greece and Malta. 
Listening to these stories made me think about what is good 
and bad about why, how and where we live. In Year 10, we 
studied human geography which helped fuel my interest in 

town planning. In 1970s Sunshine, you could see this compact 
walkable town centre with buses and trains connecting it to 
the rest of the metropolis. Looking back the range of shops in 
Sunshine reflected the diversity of the Sunshine population 
and the cultures bought from across the globe. All this added 
up to a very interesting place to live. It made me think about 
why is it that some places are better than others to reside. For 
me, Sunshine certainly ticked a lot of the boxes; a culturally 
broad population, a walkable town centre with diverse shops, 
good public transport connections. It also made me question 
why some areas suffered disadvantage whilst others displayed 
privilege. I can recall going to other suburbs of Melbourne at the 
time and thinking whilst they may have displayed wealth, how 
bland they were as they simply didn’t have the rich demographic 
diversity of Sunshine, which was also reflected in the student 
population at St Johns. At St John’s I was fortunate to have 
friends that came from many different countries around the 
world. I consider myself privileged to have had these friends as 
it taught me the value of acceptance and diversity. 

My family and I are also very involved in surf life saving. We are 
members of the Fremantle Surf Life Saving Club where we are 
volunteer ‘Surf Life Savers’. I am also involved with surf boats 
as a master level rower as well as being a ‘Sweep’, the person 
who steers the boat. 

Dean Davidson, Class of 1982

Volunteer beach patrols with my daughter

Drawn to the beach



Tony Dodemaide, Class of 1981

Who am I?

Having been fortunate enough to experience my chosen sport 
of cricket at the highest level and seeing many fascinating 
corners of the world in doing so, many folks are a little 
surprised when I tell them what my proudest and most 
favourite sporting memory is – being part of the Herald Shield 
football win with Chisholm College in 1981.

It was the first of many occasions where I felt blessed at being 
in the right place at the right time. Of course, everything wasn’t 
just down to luck, and a lot of work was required to be ready to 
take opportunity when it presented, but that time was magical 
and an early lesson that anything was possible in life.

This event, accidental and hugely unexpected though it was 
in many ways, probably left the biggest impression from 
those happy school years. Chisholm was usually the perennial 
underachiever at the ACC sports carnivals and competitions 
before then, except for soccer – multiculturalism was certainly 
an advantage on that front in the 1970s and early 80s. 
Instantly, after that win, daring to dream was not so scary, and 
was a major psychological arrow in my quiver for the years 
ahead.

It’s probably fair to say I was distracted by sport for much of 
my time at Churchill Ave, as reflected in my very average HSC 
grades. Without any real idea as to a future career (besides 
as a professional sportsman of course), I gravitated towards 
the maths and science subjects for two basic reasons; my 
imagination was sparked by Bill Lucas in the first Physics class 
of Year 11 where there was suddenly a new way of looking at 
the world; and I hated writing essays, which was no reflection 
of Jim French as an English teacher – an eccentric if ever 
there was one. The karma bus eventually pulled up with a 
destination for the latter motivation. My post-playing career in 
management and sports administration has been an endless 
stream of reports and strategy papers.

After leaving Chisholm, a middle-of-the-road Applied Science 
degree (Physics major) was subsequently completed between 
FIT (now Vic Uni) and Caulfield Tech (now part of Monash) 
before I dived headlong into cricket. There were plenty of ups 
and downs in my 14-year professional playing career, including 
representing Australia 34 times, and I wouldn’t swap a moment 
of it.

The experiences and contacts also formed a useful bridge into 
off-field professional life at the MCG, Lord’s Cricket Ground, the 
WACA in Perth, Cricket Victoria and presently Hockey Australia. 
Somehow, I’ve also enjoyed executive education stints at 
Oxford Uni and Harvard Business School. Thankfully they 
didn’t ask for my HSC results. 

Hopefully, there’s a few more years ahead working in sport, 
inspiring and mentoring younger people who are striving 
to push their own boundaries as I did. Before that, though, 
there will be plenty of time and attention for my own family, 
especially our two teenage daughters as they negotiate their 
final years of secondary school and look to spread their own 
wings. 

What do you miss most about school?

As I’ve found with most experiences and times in life, 
the details of plans made, and results achieved fade into 
insignificance alongside the memories of people who shared 
the journey. In the case of Chisholm, teachers as well as 
fellow students. The reunions are a terrific initiative, and the 
opportunity to spend even a few moments reconnecting and 
feeling the familiar energy, rhythms of conversation and (yes) 
even the old schoolyard social hierarchies, is good for the 
soul. Though we all inevitably have added layers of physical 
and emotional substance to ourselves over the decades, that 
17-18 year old persona is easily coaxed out given the right 
environment.

What advice do you have for students today?

It is well worn and often repeated but try to be mindful and 
enjoy the present. The temptation will be to look further 
ahead with impatience. The seeds of inspiration will be sown 
right now, though you generally won’t know what they turn 
out to be until you look back. The seeds of doubt will be there 
too – acknowledge them but don’t waste time giving them 
nourishment.

Present day me Bowling in England Meeting Prince Charles

1981 version of me



Karen Gauci, Class of 2001

Who am I?

I attended Christ the King College in Year 7, which amalgamated 
with St John’s and Chisholm College to become Caroline 
Chisholm Catholic College the following year. Always having 
a keen interest in the performing arts and health sciences 
I studied and excelled in subjects including Dance, Physical 
Education and Biology. As a quiet, hard-working achiever I 
received numerous awards throughout my time at the College, 
including an Outstanding Academic Achievement Award for a 
Study Score of 50/50 in Health & Human Development. 

Holding a strong passion for the art of dance, I also studied 
a wide variety of dance styles, and upon completing Year 12 I 
decided to work towards a career in the dance field. 

While working numerous casual jobs I trained daily under 
the guidance of prestigious ballet teachers including Athol 
Willoughby, OAM.  During this time, I had the opportunity to 
dance roles in community theatre productions, including Snow 
White in Snow White & The 7 Dwarfs, the Fairy of Temperament in 
Sleeping Beauty, Dance of the Reed Flutes in The Nutcracker, and 
one of Swanhilda’s friends in the ballet Coppelia.

My passion for dance eventually led me to New York and Los 
Angeles, where I was provided with the opportunity to meet 
and dance with inspiring teachers and artists at The Ailey 
School, Broadway Dance Centre, Steps On Broadway and The 
EDGE Performing Arts Centre. 

I also attended the Centre for Performing Arts, at Box Hill 
Institute, where I completed a Diploma in Dance (Teaching and 
Management), with a specialisation in classical ballet pedagogy. 
Upon graduation, I received an award for Academic Excellence 
and a scholarship for Choreography. Keen to further my 
studies in classical ballet teaching, I then attained a Licentiate 
Teaching Qualification in the Cecchetti Ballet Method.

In my work towards achieving a successful career as a teaching 
artist, in 2014 I headed back to New York to complete an 
Independent Study Program at Steps On Broadway, with a 
primary focus in ballet technique. 

Passionate about helping young dancers develop strong 
technical, career and life skills I interned at the Department 
of Education and Training at the prestigious American Ballet 
Theatre, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School, where I worked 
with the faculty of the Children’s Division Ballet Program (ages 
3-14), Pre-Professional Program (ages 12-18) and Educational 
Outreach. The highlight of my time at the American Ballet 
Theatre was being part of the 75th anniversary year of the 
American Ballet Theatre Season at The Lincoln Centre for the 
Performing Arts.

Committed to continuing to expand my knowledge, in 2019 
I travelled to Hong Kong where I attended The Hong Kong 
Academy for Performing Arts studying a comprehensive 
classical ballet teachers certificate program, devised and 
delivered by The Royal Ballet School.

Throughout my career I have taught at numerous dance 
schools throughout Melbourne, preparing students for 
examinations, directing productions and delivering movement 
education programs. Recognising the need for Classical Dance 
Education in Melbourne’s western suburbs, I also designed 
and launched Ballet Play which is a program to introduce the 
basics of classical ballet and inspire the love of dance through 
imagination and creative movement. During the pandemic, I 
have been teaching dance in the virtual world and I am now 
looking forward to getting back to the studio. 

What do you miss most about school?

What I miss most about my time at school is the sense of 
community and the many events we were lucky to celebrate 
including Sacred Heart Day, talent quests, school discos and 
formals. There was always something to look forward too. The 
ongoing dedication of the teaching staff towards student welfare 
and the continual improvement of the school facilities and 
programs offered is something I will forever be grateful for.

What advice do you have for students today?

No matter how hard things may seem or become, never give 
up on your career dreams and aspirations. When we decide 
not to give up, we learn that there are hidden strengths and 
potentials within us and we learn how to keep ourselves 
motivated. More importantly, when we decide not to give up, 
we learn how we can effectively convert our failures to success.

Year 11 College Formal 2000 Dancing the role of Snow White Working on children’s TV Program ‘KBTV’

My 2018 Ballet Students
Hong Kong  Academy  
of Performing Arts



Who am I?

I started at St John’s College in 1983 and completed Year 12 at 
Chisholm College in 1988. It seems a lifetime ago, however, my 
time at the College most definitely has had a positive impact on 
the directions I have taken in life. On reflection, to be genuinely 
honest, I probably didn’t apply myself as much as what I could 
have. However, there were a few key teachers who had a major 
impact on me and for their efforts I am certainly grateful. PE 
was a favourite of mine and I thank Julie Pjekne and Michael 
Young for embedding in me a passion that continues to this 
day. Andy Berrigan (school footy), Nada Baliviera, Carol Van der 
Burgt and Joanne Hurley were other staff who had a positive 
impact on me during my time at Chisholm College.

Progressing to university from Year 12 was the pathway that I 
had always considered and pursued. I studied education, with 
a major in PE at RMIT. During this time I worked as an orderly 
at Western Hospital. Upon finishing my studies, I gained my 
first teaching position at Sunshine East Primary. I was thrilled, 
but I knew my calling was for a PE position. It was in 1999 
that I began teaching PE and have been at the same school in 
Berwick since. I genuinely love my job and the position in which 
I am able to positively impact my students. Upon reflection, 
those years at Chisholm College helped guide me into the 
profession I pursued and am committed to.

Away from my career I have been married for 24 years 
and have three children. Our interests and passions are 
wakeboarding, footy, golf and cricket. I am grateful that as a 
family, we all enjoy in these together. Much to the amusement 
of my friends, my sons have me covered in all these pastimes. 
I also have a keen interest in carpentry and enjoy building and 
renovation projects.

What do you miss most about school?

The biggest impression the College left on me would be the 
dedication and commitment from the staff to extract the 
best in everyone. With such a diverse group of students, the 
opportunities provided were incredible. Being in the late 80s 
times were certainly changing. This period was just as exciting 
as it was challenging. The staff were tremendous in building 
unity amongst us and that is reflected in the wonderful 
achievements and events that we were able to participate in.

That period in your life is special, being in Year 12. Seeing your 
friends daily and being a part of a group that is sharing this 
time together is unique. The College itself provided a brilliant 
environment for us to grow and learn. In terms of what I miss? 
Upon reflection I hold fond memories of the daily lifestyle, 
hanging out in the common room, school footy, and the ski trip 
with no snow.

What advice do you have for students today?

Being a high school student is a once in a lifetime situation, so 
make the most of your opportunities that’s for sure. The final 
two years can provide you with the foundations for future 
pursuits. Take on board as much advice as possible and use 
this to your advantage. In your lifetime, particularly as a young 
person, you more than likely will encounter obstacles in the 
form of negativity. Have confidence in your ability, be resilient 
and don’t be afraid to follow your goals. One last crucial piece 
of advice - “Don’t fear failure.”

Jim Narayan, Class of 1988

Me and my family

Snow Trip

Formal time



BUILDING &  
FACILITIES 
UPDATE

SUSTAINABILITY
AT THE COLLEGE

It seems that not a school year has passed without at least one  
major building project happening at the College. 2021 was no 
different.

Multi-Purpose Hall
Notwithstanding all the COVID-19 restrictions in 2020 and 
2021, the multi-purpose hall is finished, with the landscaping 
due to be completed early 2022.

The multi-purpose hall is a two-basketball stadium, with a 
sitting capacity of 2,100 people.  There’s a choir loft for the 
musicians during whole-school liturgies, or for spectators 
during instrumentals, and state-of-the-art audio visual 
equipment with professional lighting. Formal opening and 
blessing will not be until at least March 2022.

The multi-purpose hall took one year to build, but the initial 
concept drawings were sketched by Branch Studio Architects as 
early as December 2014. This just goes to show that a lot of time 
and care has gone into the development of this new facility.

Christ the King Classrooms
Another on-going project is the refurbishment of the former 
science classrooms at our Christ the King Campus. The first-
floor classrooms, which formerly held the science area, are 
being refurbished into general purpose classrooms now that 
the new ground-floor science classrooms are in use.  We hope 
to have this project completed and ready for the start of the 
2022 school year.

Garema-Dumont
A third project that was started in late 2018 will also be 
completed for the start of the 2022 school year. This is 
upgrades to our outdoor education facility, Garema-Dumont. 
Refurbishment of the amenities area, bunk houses for student 
accommodation, and staff quarters make up the bulk of the 
project.  

As a ResourceSmart School, our vision for sustainability at the 
College is to be recognised as a role model in environmental 
stewardship and sustainable resource use. The College has 
achieved a 3-Star Transforming rating for our waste, biodiversity 
and core modules by reducing our waste and increasing our 
biodiversity. This rating means a greater focus on strategic 
planning to integrate education for sustainability into campus, 
curriculum and community. Students are now becoming actively 
engaged designing and constructing systems approach to how 
the school uses resources.

This, along with many other great initiatives, has been achieved 
thanks to our student led Eco Committee, lead by inaugral 
Sustainability Captain Jade Ma, in what has been another 
disrutped year.

Garema Wildlife Program
The wildlife nest box monitoring program at Garema is proving to 
be a great success, strengthening our biodiversity and providing 
evidence for our wildlife database. 

The nest boxes were constructed as part of the Year 9 
Environmental Action Project and have been running since 2008. 

Photographic monitoring of the nest boxes begun in 2020 and 
provides us with evidence of their use by native birds and small 
mammals. A number of bird species have been identified so far 
along with Brush-tailed, Ring-tailed and Sugar Glider possums.



COLLEGE NEWS & EVENTS

Reconciliation Week
This year’s Reconciliation Week theme was #MoreThanAWord, and as a College we were blessed with a local Elder preforming a 
cleansing smoking ceremony, followed by a walk along the Maribyrnong River learning about the land on which we live.

Mother's Day Celebrations
Christ the King was blessed to host Mother’s Day mass and 
breakfast, held on Friday, 7 May. We welcomed mother’s and 
motherly figures in our community to join us in celebrating all 
that they do and contribute.

Father Rene shared some stories on the connection between 
family love and God’s love for all of creation. Breakfast was 
shared between smiles and laughter, and the music provided 
by Mr Lorentzen and our music students was the perfect way 
to celebrate the significant women in our lives.

Open Day
Our annual Open Day was held just in time before one of 
the many lockdowns the have occured in 2021. This year, 
we introduced self-guided tours for families who wished 
to experience the College at their own pace. We received 
wonderful feedback, and look forward to opening our doors 
again in 2022.



IMAGINE Re-imagined
The College’s annual art, design and technologies exhibition, IMAGINE, is a showcase of student work development. Final 
artworks and products and was set to open for display 16 - 19 July.  Unfortunately we entered into a lockdown in the final days of 
set up, and sadly had to be cancelled to the general public. 

With the assistance of Mr. Tom Flatman and his film making skills, we were able to shoot, film and edit together a short video walk-
through of the exhibition so as to give our community an opportunity to see set up of the event. You can enjoy a walk-through of 
the amazing work that has been and continues to be created by our talented students via our College YouTube channel.

Reading Hour
To celebrate Reading Hour, 27 May, students and staff 
enjoyed a sustained silent reading opportunity, aimed at 
promoting a love for literacy and lifelong reading skills. 
Whilst this was exhausting for some, everyone enjoyed the 
opportunity to be mindful and engage with their book.  

Sacred Heart Day Mass
Although in a slightly different format than normal due 
to COVID, we still took the time to celebrate Sacred Heart 
Day with mass, our traditional rose sales, plus donuts and 
games during Learner Mentor time.



Write a Book in a Day Competition
Some of our very talented writers and artistis took part in the Write a Book in a Day writing competition. Students had just 
twelve hours to work creatively and collaboratively as a team to write and illustrate a story. The outcome was a completed book, 
including illustrations, all accomplished by a very motivated and spirited group of juniors and seniors.

Winter Music Concert
Our Winter Music Concert was able to go ahead, abeit in a reduced audience capacity due to restrictions. The College is proud 
of all the ensembles for their continued dedication to their craft. From the beautiful serenade by Gloves and a soulful piece by 
Jordan Truong on the Guzheng to the smooth sounds of guitar heroes Elegant Gypsies and Three String Theory, our staff and 
students turned out in force to watch our great musicians and show their support.

2021 Talent Quest
Our annual Talent Quest excursion to the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre had to be cancelled due to COVID 
restrictions. But as they say, the show must go on, and we were lucky enough to pre-record the performances prior to one of the 
many lockdowns.

Congratulations to everyone involved who truly lived out this year's theme, live life to the fullest. We are so proud of everyone who 
worked tirelessly to make this happen.



REMOTE LEARNING
2021 has again tested our ability to be agile and resilient and 
has seen the community as a whole need to pivot at a moments 
notice. 

Caroline Chisholm Catholic College has risen to the challenge, and 
made the most out of remote learning, putting together some 
great activities for all to be involved.

Book Week

Food Technology Practice



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

VATE Winner
Year 11 student, Laura Flanagan, took out 
first place in the Year 11 & 12 category of 
the Victorian Association for the Teaching of 
English (VATE) Stories That Change writing 
competition. Laura’s winning piece, titled 
‘Reflection’ is about a person trying to figure out 
their identity in life and what they are meant 
to do. 

To read Laura’s story, you can find it on the 
VATE website - www.vate.org.au/stories-that-
change

Graduate Published
The College is so proud to hear the successes 
of our alumni, and it is with pride that we 
congratulate 2020 graduate, Elis Bilal, for 
self-publishing her very first book. Titled The 
Apothecary: A Poetry Collection and penned 
under the name Calliope Orpheus, it is 
available for purchase on Amazon.

Alumus Sporting 
Success
Recent Caroline Chisholm Catholic 
College graduate, Ayuel Ayuel, has been 
successful in gaining a scholarship with 
Neosho County Community College 
in Kansas, USA, to play basketball for 
the Neosho Panthers in their MBB 
team. Ayuel graduated last year and 
contributed greatly to the College's 
basketball success during his time at 
the College. He was a great mentor 
to our younger students, gained the 
leadership position of Sports Captain 
and was a recipient of the Caroline 
Chisholm Medal in his graduating 
year. On behalf of everyone in 
the community, please join me in 
congratulating Ayuel on this amazing 
achievement.

Italian Poetry 
Competition 
Achievement
In June of this year, our Year 8 Italian students participated in the Centre of 
Italian Studies (CIS) poetry competition.

For this competition, students were required to learn a poem in Italian 
which they then recited to an adjudicator. The judges were very impressed 
with the standard of the students’ recitals, with Milana from our Christ the 
King campus claiming 4th place statewide.

We also had four students receive a Certificato di Lode (Excellence) along 
with nine who received a Certificato di Merito (Merit), all in the Non-Italian 
category.

Congratulations to our Year 8 Italian students for their fantastic 
achievements in the competition for 2021.



COLLEGE MUSICAL



2021 REUNION NIGHT







THE LAST WORDIN MEMORIAM
Year 7 2024 Enrolments
Applications open 28 January 2022 for those wishing to 
enrol for our 2024 Year 7 cohort. Contact our Head of 
Admissions via admissions@cccc.vic.edu.au for a College 
tour, prospectus or further information.

Volunteering & Mentoring

Got something to add?
We would love to hear what you’ve been up to since leaving 
the College. Share your memories and photos from your time 
at school and your journey to the present day.

Email alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au with your contributions.

Tell us what you think
Alumni Times celebrates Caroline Chisholm Catholic College’s 
past, present and future. We would love to hear your feedback 
about this edition and your ideas for future ones via  
alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au. 

Contact details
So much has changed since you graduated – maybe even your 
contact details. 

Having your contact details, especially your email address, 
means we can send you news, reunion notices and event 
invitations. 

You can update your details by:

Email: alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au 
Phone: +61 3 9296 5311 
Online: cccc.vic.edu.au, via our online registration form.

We always welcome the support of our alumni for a 
range of College events, including Open Days, Reunion 
Nights and performing arts shows. This can be a once off 
or on going, depending on your circumstances.

Could you help?

We also welcome and appreciate volunteers who can act as 
mentors for our Year 12 students as they enter their next 
chapter, whether it be at university, in a trade  
or full time work. 

As a mentor, you would be:

•  A real person that students could contact via the phone

•  A real person that students could ask questions about. 
their potential course/s that they have selected as a course 
of study.

•  A possible meeting at the start of the university year to 
help navigate around the university.

If you are interested in volunteering in any capacity,  
please email alumni@cccc.vic.edu.au. 

It is with sadness that we share the passing of the 
following members of the Caroline Chisholm Catholic 
College community. May they rest in eternal peace in the 
loving arms of our saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Chris Sasadeusz 

Graduated from the 
College in 1970.

Br. Guy Goulet 
Worked at the College 
between 1967 and 1988 
with only a short time 
away from the College. 

BR BOUCHARD’S 
BIRTHDAY
Brother Bouchard was a founding member in establishing the 
College back in 1964 and would of turned 100 on Saturday, 23 
October this year. While he is no longer with us, we still celebrate 
the life of a person that was instrumental in the building the 
College, both in the physically and spiritually sense.
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