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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Reflecting on the second
semester of the year
is interesting as much
of it has been spent in
lockdown and remote
learning. Trapesing into
work daily during Term
Three was difficult as the
College was lifeless, the
corridors echoed with
silence, the yards were
reminiscent of ghost towns
and the few staff here on
a daily basis were left to
ponder the soullessness of
a school renowned for its pulsating life.
Whilst I knew the teachers were doing a wonderful
job in continuing to educate the students in their
virtual world, it just wasn’t the same. Thankfully as
vaccination rates rose and restrictions eased, we
finally welcomed students back, albeit in dribs and
drabs.
It was a beautiful day, the sun was shining, the air was
crisp and life was restored to ‘normal’ when in late
October we once again witnessed the wonderful sight
of the constant stream of cars as parents
re-established school drop off routines, the constant
foot traffic of students trudging their way back onto
the school grounds, some appearing to do it in their
sleep, but there was life again. The school grounds
had awoken after its three-month forced hibernation.
The College once again echoed with chatter and
laughter as the students caught up with their friends,
shared stories and pondered the next few weeks.
Most students appeared glad to be back. As I
wandered amongst them and enquired as to how
they were feeling, most reported to be glad to be
back, whilst they all recognised getting out of bed
early again was not well received. However, they

acknowledged it was a small price to pay. Obviously,
this was not the case for all students as some
individuals explained they preferred learning at home,
citing the freedom to plan their day and work at a pace
and time that suited them.
Speaking on behalf of the staff I think I can safely say
that we were all feeling positive with an extra spring
in our step. Everyone I spoke to was excited to have
the students back. There was a real buzz around the
College. Mingling with the students I was reminded
of the privilege of being part of the wonderful school
community that Caroline Chisholm Catholic College is.
Whilst many College events had to be cancelled due
to COVID restrictions we were able to cobble together
a couple of special events to mark what has been a
very difficult year. Students were able to perform
the College musical production, creating a film set
in the Auditorium so they could share it with the
community. Whilst we were not able to allow parents
on site, we celebrated the academic achievements of
our top students in style as we gathered in the new
multi-purpose hall for the first time. The highlight of
the semester was our Valedictory assembly where
the Class of 2021 gathered for the final time, albeit
without their family and friends, to celebrate the
conclusion of their studies. It was wonderful to
recognise a group who had endured so much over the
past two years, being robbed of so many of their rites
of passage. It was lovely to recognise their resilience
and perseverance during this time and send them off
on a positive note.
So, despite the difficulties faced by all schools
this semester, we were able to rally together as a
community and salvage some positive experiences to
conclude the 2021 school year.
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a safe &
prosperous New Year.
Mr Robert Brennan

DECEMBER 2021

3

PRAYER The Journey Onwards…
by Bruce Prewer
T J
o
…
Christmas 2021

he ourney
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Lord, on this wonderful day we pause
to remember the needy people of the world,
whom Jesus came to save:
May the light of his star touch every dark place.
As we meet in fellowship and goodwill,
we pray for the end of war and terrorism
in your torn world.
As we eat and share the gifts of the earth,
we pray for the hungry,
homeless and those who are ill.
Bring them your compassion
and justice, Lord.
As we enjoy being relaxed and happy today,
we remember the sick,
the lonely, the frightened,
the anxious and the sorrowing:
Bring them your comfort and peace, Lord.
As we go our separate ways after our celebrations,
we remember those friends and loved ones
who are not with us this Christmas.
Give them assurance of your presence, Lord.
O Word made flesh,
give us the will and capacity
to embody our prayers
in compassionate and courageous deed:
Fill us with the joy of service.

The light shines in the darkness

Amen.

FROM THE DIRECTORS OF CAMPUS
CHRIST THE KING CAMPUS
As we came to the end of
Semester Two, I was astounded at
the achievement by all students.
Not only did they manage to work
through remote learning, but
tackled a campus change in their
stride. The return to face-to-face
learning has been excellent and
allowed Christ the King students
more opportunities to connect
with other students from St John’s
and Sacred Heart. It has also
provided opportunities where
students could engage in cross campus activities, meet
and see new faces, develop strong relationship with staff
and more importantly feel comfortable in what will be
their future campus once in their senior years.
We as educators often think that students will model
behaviour and expectation from us, but I believe we
too as educators have learnt a lot from our students
particularly around developing strong and rewarding
relationships. When teachers and students have a strong
working relationship students are more likely to succeed
and thrive in their chosen pathway.
“No significant learning can occur without a significant
relationship.” - James Comer
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To all Year 9 students; Congratulations! You will officially
be Year 10 students and based at Sacred Heart Campus
in 2022. I hope you have enjoyed the transition between
sites and made connections that will support your
learning next year.
To all the Year 8 students, the continuous demonstration of
resilience and level of engagement through this semester
has been excellent. Thank
you for allowing the staff
to be a part of it.
To all the Year 7 students.
What a way to finish your
semester as the youngest
group of the campus.
Thank you for your
ongoing volunteering and
enthusiasm. It is lovely to
see how many students
love giving back to the
College community.
I wish everyone a lovely
and safe break.
Ms Debra Bonde

ST JOHN’S CAMPUS
As we conclude another
semester of blended learning,
I would like to express my
gratitude to the entire St John’s
community for their engagement
throughout all the successes
and challenges of 2021.
Lockdowns and remote learning
have illustrated the power of
‘connection’ and social outlets
for our wellness.
The past two years have called
every school to reflect and
reimagine their practice and next year Caroline Chisholm
Catholic College will embark on a renewed Pastoral
Care Learning Program aimed at equipping each young
person with the skills and character attributes for life
beyond the school. This program has been designed to
enhance student decision making, relational awareness,
personal wellbeing, leadership attributes and study
skills. As each theme will address age-appropriate
content and be targeted at the specific year level needs,
2022 will also be a transition to a horizontal pastoral care
system seeing students assigned a new Learner Mentor
Group according to their academic year level. Whilst the
House structure will remain current St John’s Learner
Mentors will be assigned a year level home group and

House Coordinators will become Year Level Coordinators
within the new format.
The end of Semester 2 also sees the end of the 2021
school year. Thank you to the Learner Mentors who
answer questions and solve problems often late
into the evening for their students and to the House
Coordinators who continue to lead their respective
Houses with love and care. The conclusion of this year
will also be the farewell to Galgani and Lorenzo House
Coordinators Sam Wood and Tayla Silis, who embark on
new positions at different schools next year. Finally, I
would like to bid my farewell to every St John’s student
and family, as I will also depart the College at the
conclusion of 2021. The past
years at St John’s will be an
experience I carry throughout
my career, and I will always
appreciate the generous spirit
and positive disposition of
our faith learning community.
Wishing all a safe and joyful
Christmas break.
God bless.
Mr Phillip Kamay

SACRED HEART CAMPUS
“I have walked that long road to
freedom. I have tried not to falter; I
have made missteps along the way.
But I have discovered the secret
that after climbing a great hill,
one only finds that there are many
more hills to climb. I have taken a
moment here to rest, to steal a view
of the glorious vista that surrounds
me, to look back on the distance I
have come. But I can only rest for
a moment, for with freedom come
responsibilities, and I dare not
linger, for my long walk is not ended.” - Nelson Mandela

adult lives. By necessity, they have learnt to overcome
obstacles, to innovate and to embrace a range of new
technology, and I am sure these skills will be of immense
value at university or in the workforce.

At the start of each school year, our Sacred Heart
students are asked to take ownership and responsibility
for their own learning: to set goals and to boldly try new
ways of doing things, to step outside their comfort zone,
and to ask for help when they need it. Importantly, the
transition to a new campus for the Year 10 students
provides an opportunity to reflect on the first three
years of secondary schooling, and to establish positive
learning behaviours that will take students to the end of
Year 12 and beyond.

Best of luck for all that 2022 holds.

This year the students were led by inspiring and
energetic College Captains, and I wish to acknowledge Vi,
Lachlan, Ammon and Stephanie for their leadership.
The English author John Fowles once said that “Adulthood
is not an age, but a stage of knowledge of self”. I invite all
Sacred Heart students to consider what types of adults
they will be, and to always seek opportunities to learn
and to grow. I have confidence that our young people will
do their part to shape the world of tomorrow.
Mr Michael Torpey

With another semester of disrupted learning, I thank
the students for their resilience, good-humour,
patience and energy as they joined online lessons
and embraced the challenges of the year. While it was
not easy, I am confident that the true lessons learned
throughout lockdown and remote learning are ones
that our students will carry with them throughout their
DECEMBER 2021
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BUILDING & FACILITIES UPDATE
It seems that not a school year has passed without at least one major building project happening at the College.
2021 was no different.

Multi-Purpose Hall
Notwithstanding all the COVID-19 restrictions in 2020 and 2021, the multi-purpose hall is finished, with the
landscaping due to be completed early 2022.
The multi-purpose hall is a two-basketball stadium, with a sitting capacity of 2,100 people. There’s a choir loft for
the musicians during whole-school liturgies, or for spectators during instrumentals, and state-of-the art audio visual
equipment with professional lighting. Formal opening and blessing will not be until at least March 2022.
The multi-purpose hall took one year to build, but the initial concept drawings were sketched by Branch Studio Architects
as early as December 2014. This just goes to show that a lot of time and care has gone into the development of this new
facility.

Christ the King Classrooms
Another on-going
project is the
refurbishment of
the former science
classrooms at our Christ
the King Campus. The
first-floor classrooms,
which formerly held the
science area, are being
refurbished into general
purpose classrooms
now that the new
ground-floor science
classrooms are in use.
We hope to have this
project completed and
ready for the start of the
2022 school year.

Garema-Dumont
A third project that was started in late
2018 will also be completed for the start
of the 2022 school year. This is upgrades
to our outdoor education facility,
Garema-Dumont. Refurbishment of the
amenities area, bunk houses for student
accommodation, and staff quarters make
up the bulk of the project.

Activity Centre

New Accommodation block
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CHILD SAFETY
The College is committed to a culture of child safety and engaging in continuous review and improvement, including
with student engagement. This area is overseen by our College Child Protection Officers. As a Catholic school, we
place the highest priority on the care, wellbeing and protection of children and young people. For more information
and to view the full policy, visit www.macs.vic.edu.au/Our-Schools
You can find our Child Protection Safety Policy is available on the College website cccc.vic.edu.au
Our 2022 Child Safety Officers are:
SENIOR CHILD PROTECTION OFFICER
Ms Stephanie Banks
Deputy Principal – Wellbeing
s.banks@cccc.vic.edu.au
CHILD PROTECTION OFFICERS
Mr Luke Robinson
Director of Campus - St John’s
l.robinson@cccc.vic.edu.au
 s Alicia Xerri
M
Director of Campus - Sacred Heart
a.xerri@cccc.vic.edu.au
Ms Veronica Argus
Director of Campus - Christ the King
v.argus@cccc.vic.edu.au
Ms Candice Boonjua
Counsellor
c.boonjua@cccc.vic.edu.au

2022 STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Our College Captains
and Vice Captains
were appointed at the
Afternoon of Excellence.
We wish them all the
best for the 2022
academic year.
Further Student
Leadership
appointments will
be announced at the
beginning of Term One
next year.

Mervin Laureano
COLLEGE CAPTAIN

Ali Nguyen
COLLEGE VICE CAPTAIN

Derrick Nguyen
COLLEGE VICE CAPTAIN

Vina - Karen Nguyen
COLLEGE CAPTAIN

Upasana Sharma
COLLEGE VICE CAPTAIN

Cecilia Vo
COLLEGE VICE CAPTAIN

We look forward to
hearing the great ideas
this group brings with
them, and the wonderful
achievement we know
they will make.
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
VATE Winner
Year 11 student, Laura Flanagan, took out first
place in the Year 11 & 12 category of the Victorian
Association for the Teaching of English (VATE) Stories
That Change writing competition. Laura’s winning
piece, titled ‘Reflection’ is about a person trying to
figure out their identity in life and what they are
meant to do.
To read Laura’s story, you can find it on the VATE
website - www.vate.org.au/stories-that-change

Athlete of the Year
Alex Abela, our ‘Athlete of the Year’ for
the first half of the year, earned his
honour for his dominating performance
at the SACCSS cross country competition
in May. Alex beat all competitors by a
full minute, only missing the record by 6
seconds.

Alumus Sporting
Success
Recent Caroline Chisholm Catholic
College graduate, Ayuel Ayuel, has been
successful in gaining a scholarship with
Neosho County Community College
in Kansas, USA, to play basketball for
the Neosho Panthers in their MBB
team. Ayuel graduated last year and
contributed greatly to the College's
basketball success during his time at
the College. He was a great mentor
to our younger students, gained the
leadership position of Sports Captain
and was a recipient of the Caroline
Chisholm Medal in his graduating
year. On behalf of everyone in
the community, please join me in
congratulating Ayuel on this amazing
achievement.

Italian Poetry
Competition
Achievement
In June of this year, our Year 8 Italian students participated in the
Centre of Italian Studies (CIS) poetry competition.
For this competition, students were required to learn a poem in
Italian which they then recited to an adjudicator. The judges were very
impressed with the standard of the students’ recitals, with Milana from
our Christ the King campus claiming 4th place statewide.
We also had four students receive a Certificato di Lode (Excellence)
along with nine who received a Certificato di Merito (Merit), all in the
Non-Italian category.
Congratulations to our Year 8 Italian students for their fantastic
achievements in the competition for 2021.
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Caroline Chisholm Medal Recipients
The Caroline Chisholm Award is in honour of our namesake and is awarded to students and staff who have
demonstrated Many Minds, One Heart.
Recipients are genuine and straightforward, saying what they believe respectfully. They have shown honestly
and friendship to staff and students alike and have the ability to influence for the better.
Congratulations to our 2021 receipients.
• Talisa Dewalage (Year 7)

• Simon Van Gemeren (Year 9)

• Trinity Johnstone (Yar 12)

• Mary Rosales (Year 8)

• Ivy Nguyen (Year 10)

• John Abarquez (Year 12)

• Cameron Crawford (Year 9)

• Uzonna Nwosu (Year 10)

• Peta Hayes (staff)

• Anton Valencia (Year 7)

• Vina-Karen Nguyen (Yera 11)

• Xavier Lau (Year 8)

• Charlie Carter (Year 11)

Kwong Lee Dow Young
Scholars
Congratulations to the following students for becoming
the Class of 2023 Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars
Izabella Mancewicz and Kai Martisca
Melbourne University’s Kwong Lee Dow Young
Scholars Program is an academic enrichment program
designed to support high achieving Victorian Year 11
and Year 12, and it was Izabella and Kai’s academic
achievements and community involvement that really
impressed the application committee.

Students Pen Winning
Book In A Day
In early August a group of junior and senior
students, led by Ms Martyn, participated in the Write
a Book In a Day Competition. Students were tasked
with challenging themselves to write and illustrate
a book within a 12-hour period. Congratulations to
our students for winning the ‘Best Illustrated Book
in Upper School’ category for their publication titled
Shiny Shenanigans.

Graduate
Published
The College is so proud to
hear the successes of our
alumni, and it is with pride
that we congratulate 2020
graduate, Elis Bilal, for selfpublishing her very first
book. Titled The Apothecary:
A Poetry Collection and
penned under the name
Calliope Orpheus, it is
available for purchase on
Amazon.
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SEMESTER TWO HIGHLIGHTS
Sacred Heart Day Mass
In a slightly different format than normal due to COVID, we still took the time to celebrate Sacred Heart Day with
mass, our traditional rose sales, and donuts and games during Learner Mentor.

IMAGINE Re-imagined
The College’s annual art, design and technologies exhibition, IMAGINE, is a showcase of student work development.
Final artworks and products and was set to open for display 16 - 19 July. Unfortunately the state entered into a
lockdown in the final days of set up, and sadly had to be cancelled to the general public.
With the assistance of Tom Flatman and his film making skills, we were able to shoot, film and edit together a short
video walk-through of the exhibition so as to give our community an opportunity to see set up of the event. You can
enjoy a walk-through of the amazing work that has been and continues to be created by our talented students via the
College’s YouTube channel.
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Winter Music Concert
Our Winter Music Concert was able to go ahead, abeit in a reduced audience capacity due to restrictions. Despite
the disruption of lockdowns, the College is proud of all the ensembles for their continued dedication to their craft.
From the beautiful serenade by Gloves and a soulful piece by Jordan Truong on the Guzheng to the smooth sounds of
guitar heroes Elegant Gypsies and Three String Theory, our staff and students turned out in force to watch our great
musicians and show their support.

Talent Quest
Our traditional Talent Quest excursion to the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre had to be cancelled due to
COVID restrictions. But as they say, the show must go on, and we were lucky enough to pre-record the performances
prior to one of the many lockdowns. This was streamed via our YouTube channel.
Congratulations to everyone involved who truly lived out this year's theme, live life to the fullest. We are so proud of
everyone who worked tirelessly to make this happen.
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College Musical
As the saying goes, ‘the show much go on’ and that it did! Our College musical for 2021, Footloose, was filmed
and premiered via YouTube on Wednesday, 1 December. Congratulations to all involved for putting on an
amazing show despite the challenges that have been faced. Check it out for yourself www.youtube.com/
carolinechisholmcatholiccollege.
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VET Orientation for 2022
Offsite VET programs orientation was completed on Thursday, 23 November. Students travelled to different venues
that included Apprenticeship Group Australia (AGA) for carpentry, automotive and plumbing. Well done to those who
attended and got an introduction to their Host schools for 2022. Please note that all VET enrolments/changes need to
be completed no later than 18 February 2022.

Book Week
Book Week 2021 was held virtually at the end of August. Although it continues to be a tough year for us all, this year’s
theme ‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds’ helped us travel back and forth in time without leaving the comfort of
our chairs. We were able to host three author talks, along with fun competitions for our students to participate in.

Br Bouchard’s Birthday
Brother Bouchard was a founding member in
establishing the College back in 1964 and would
of turned 100 on Saturday, 23 October this year.
While he is no longer with us, we still celebrate
the life of a person that was instrumental in the
building the College, both in the physically and
spiritually sense.
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VCE Drama Showcase
We are extremely proud of the resilience and determination shown by our Drama students. Our Year 11s created
work based on the theme of Consumerism, while the Year 12s created work based on ideas from the #MeToo
Movement. The sound, lighting, vision and staging was all managed by the Year 1 and 2 VET Live Production and
Services students.

Laudato si Plant a Tree
The VCE Outdoor Education class, under the guidance of Mr Sam Wood, planted trees with Friends of Kororoit Creek
as part of National Tree Planting Week. Hundreds of trees and shrubs were planted along the creek in our planting
area known as Bug Rug near Derby Street Sunshine.
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REMOTE LEARNING
R U OK? Day

Classes

Staff Meetings
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LEARNING AREA UPDATES
LANGUAGES
In Semester Two, our Language students have been
working on the skills of listening, speaking, reading and
writing through the study of topics such as food, shopping,
hobbies, family, pets and directions. I’d like to congratulate
the students who sat the Unit 3&4 Japanese second
language exam on November 16th.
Although lockdown took away some of our onsite activities,
in between we were able to sneak in an excursion to the
Chinese Museum and Chinatown. Students enjoyed a
guided tour of both sites as well as sharing a Chinese meal
together.
Our Year 9 Japanese language students studied all
things seasons and weather for their final term of the
year, composing their own Haiku or Tanka poem with an
accompanying illustration.
Finally, we would like to encourage you to keep in touch
with your language studies by watching some foreign
movies during the holidays. Netflix has a fabulous
collection and if you download the chrome extension app
called Language Reactor, it allows you to have not only
subtitles but also the dialogue shown as well.
Bonnes vacances a tous!

SCIENCE
Science in Semester Two was kept alive by our talented
staff and motivated students. Whilst we moved over to
online learning, our students were still provided with
the same knowledge and learning that would have been
provided during face-to-face learning, creating a solid
foundation for their 2022 studies.
Remote Learning has sure made it hard to provide our
students with practical sessions, but Year 12 student,
Zak, has proven that it is not impossible. Zak devised and
filmed a Calorimetry experiment using tools available to
him at home. You can see his great work on our YouTube
channel.
The College is so proud of how our students have
continued to engage themselves during their study in an
every changing 2021.
Currently we are studying mixtures and suspensions. Since we
have not been able to be in class as much due to COVID-19,
there are lots of experiments and learning in our future. With
this I would like to say a quick thank you to Ms Markovic and
our Lab Technician. Without you these classes would not nearly
be as fun and easy to learn in. I have loved having Science this
year and I hope it will continue like this long into the future.
Harrison, Year 7 Aspire Science

ENGLISH
Studies in English this year have focused on assisting
students become more confident and imaginative
individuals who can critically engage in the world
around them. Each English lesson begun with a period
of sustained silent reading. By embedding this reading
routine into classroom practice, students are given the
opportunity to engage in the wonderful world of fiction
and non-fiction texts.
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VISUAL ARTS
We know that the creative arts can be a way to promote
and support mental health in our young people. With
the increase in screen time during Remote Learning 6.0,
it’s especially valuable to create time and space for our
students to be creative.
Our Visual Arts students have been channeling their
skills to provide exceptional and creative work, from
our Year 11 students developing ideas like architences
to our year 12 students pitching design concepts like
real life designers.
Visual Arts Week was celebrated remotely, with
students and staff alike challenged to explore and
express their creative skills. Thank you to all students
who participated in the challenges and the staff who
assisted in maintaining creativity in our community.

PERFORMING ARTS
We kept Performing Arts alive during lockdown, and
were able to hold a range of remote activities. Students
were introduced to Handspan Theatre, which is a
puppetry based visual theatre vompany, focusing
on imagery created theatre. Our students then took
inspiration from what they saw and created ‘tableaux’,
which involves physically constructing a significant
scene from literature through body placement, facial
expressions, and the use of a few props. Our Year
9 and 10 Drama students were able to join a Zoom
workshop in playwriting. Facilitated by the Arts Centre
and Katy Warner, a prominent Melbourne playwright,
the students were able to apply new Drama-literacy
skills in their writing of Drama and Comedy scripts with
interesting characters.

TECHNOLOGIES
What a challenge it has been for our students this year with the constant disruptions of being thrust in and out of
lockdown and remote learning. Our students in Technology subjects have used this opportunity to find ways to
continue developing their skills and techniques, using whatever tools and materials they have available to them.
Throughout remote learning in Food Technology, I have had the opportunity to continue practising and refining my skills in the
kitchen. We have practised aeration and leavening techniques, baking skills and dough making. Food technology was just so fun
this year, especially in remote learning as we got to experiment with the ingredients we have at home. My personal favourite was
lasagne, as I experimented with my available pantry ingredients. I found new culinary pages, a galore of recipes on YouTube, and
new ways to use unfamiliar kitchen equipment. I baked unburned bread, learned how to make fluffy donuts, and finally made
pizza that wasn’t soggy!
Ira S, Year 9
Students in Food Technology have continued to develop their skills through cooking individually or with their families
and creating dishes such as lasagne, risotto, biscotti, pastries and many other delicious items. The key focus of cooking
during remote learning was looking at reducing food waste, substituting ingredients in recipes based on what is
available at home, and developing confidence in using different tools and equipment in the kitchen.
Students in Textiles have been exploring where and how fibres are produced and designing products to meet the
criteria in a design brief, while those in Systems Engineering have been designing and creating solar cookers. Our
Computing – Web Programming students showed off their skills by creating games that were able to be played easily.
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KEY DATES TERM 1 2022
Event

Date

Time

First Day of School for Year 7

Tuesday, 1 February

8:30am start

First Day of School for Year 8 - 12

Wednesday, 2 February

8:30am start

College Photo Day

Friday, 11 February

Year 7 Families Welcome Night

Thursday, 24 February

Commissioning Mass and Assembly

Thursday, 3 February

Subject Conferences

Wednesday, 23 February

2pm - 8pm

Subject Conferences

Tuesday, 29 March

2pm - 8pm

House Athletics Carnival

Thursday, 24 March

Year 7 & 10 Boys Immunisations

Tuesday, 1 March

Year 7 & 10 Girls Immunisations

Tuesday, 8 March

College Cross Country

Tuesday, 5 April

Last Day of Term 1

Friday, 8 April

Year 7 2024

ENROLMENTS
OPEN 28 JANUARY 2022

Submit your application via cccc.vic.edu.au
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7:30pm - 8:30pm

1:30pm dismissal

Caroline Chisholm Catholic College
T: 03 9296 5311
E: communications@cccc.vic.edu.au
cccc.vic.edu.au
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