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Message from the Principal
Choosing subjects can be a difficult task, especially if you are not sure what career path  you 
wish to pursue. Whether you have an inkling about your future career path or not, the number 
one rule is to choose subjects that you think you will enjoy and that you will be good at.

The College provides a broad, holistic curriculum that aims 
to engage and challenge our students, demand excellence 
of them whilst developing their minds, body, and spirit. It is 
hoped that the broad educational perspectives provided 
at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College will encourage 
students to discover and pursue individual interests and 
pathways that will equip them with essential thinking and 
communication skills required of them post-schooling, 
enabling them to become productive members of an ever-
changing community.

To ensure your senior years at Caroline Chisholm Catholic 
College are enjoyable and productive, ensure the choices 
you make will have positive implications for the pathways 
you will follow post- secondary education. Your subject 
choices should:

• reflect possible pathways you may choose to follow.

• consider pre-requisite subjects for any courses you may 
wish to undertake.

• ensure a breadth of subjects that will maximise the 
pathways open to you.

• reflect the subjects you enjoy and the ones that you are 
good at.

• challenge you to make the most of your capabilities.

• allow you to enjoy what you are studying.

• offer a range of study options that are manageable.

I encourage you to seek information, guidance, and support 
from all avenues available to you through this subject 
selection process. Use your job guide, talk to people 
especially your parents and teachers; be inquisitive. If you 
know someone who has an interesting job, ask them what 
they did to get there. It is very important that you make 
your decision based on what is best for you. Do not decide 
based on what your friends intend to do. There are several 
steps to follow that will help you make your decisions. 
Do not jump them. Work through them systematically. 
Remember the most crucial step is identifying, “Who am I 
and what would I like to do?”

Good luck and enjoy your journey. I strongly advise you not 
to discount any course, subject, or pathway until you have 
researched it thoroughly to see if it suits your needs.

I wish you all the very best as you journey with us.

MR ROBERT BRENNAN
PRINCIPAL
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The Caroline Chisholm Catholic College Course Guide Years 10–12 is an overview of the 
learning and teaching programs offered at the College for the 2023 academic year.

This guide is designed to provide a clear explanation 
of all subject offerings for students at Years 10–12, as 
well as all the information students and their parents 
will need to make informed choices about selecting 
courses of study.

The 2023 Course Guide comprises:

• introductory notes including a message from the 
Principal and a statement on Australian Democratic 
Principles

• an overview of the curriculum at Years 10–12

• a section for each learning area describing in detail 
the subject offerings

• information on equivalent Year 11 and 12 program 
choices such as the VCE Vocational Major (VM) and 
Vocational Education and Training (VET)

• information on University Acceleration Studies 
which students may undertake during Year 12.

The Year 10–12 Course Guide carefully outlines 
subjects offered organised into learning area. 

Year 10 provides a foundation for future study and 
students are encouraged to consider carefully the 
progression of subjects from Year 10 to Year 12 when 
selecting their program of study. 

MRS LAURA RUDDICK
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL – LEARNING AND TEACHING

Introduction
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OUR VISION
To be the leader in learning excellence in our community.

OUR MISSION
Our mission is to educate and prepare our students to be the best 
they are called to be within a faith-filled and inclusive environment.

OUR VALUES
At Caroline Chisholm Catholic College we achieve our vision and 
mission by valuing:
Faith
We live faith-filled lives and give thanks daily.
Acceptance
We respect and embrace the community.
Compassion
We care and do what is right and just.
Excellence
We strive for and celebrate every success.

A Statement on Australian 
Democratic Principles
Caroline Chisholm Catholic College is committed to upholding and 
promoting the principles and practices of Australian democracy 
through both its daily operations and its learning and teaching 
programs.
This includes a commitment to:
• elected government
• the rule of law
• equal rights for all before the law
• freedom of religion
• freedom of speech and association
• the values of openness and tolerance.
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Instrumental Music 
Program and College 
Ensembles
At Caroline Chisholm Catholic College, students have the 
opportunity to undertake concentrated studies on a specific 
instrument.
To join the Instrumental Program students are required to complete 
an Application Form. The Instrumental Program fees are charged 
separately.
The College offers tuition on the following instruments:
• flute, clarinet and saxophone
• trumpet, trombone, French horn and tuba
• acoustic guitar, electric guitar and bass guitar
• violin, viola, cello and string bass
• percussion, keyboard and voice.

Opportunities to undertake a practical music exam through the 
Australian Music Education Board or equivalent are available for 
students learning an instrument.  
Instrumental tuition plays a vital part for students considering 
studying Music at VCE level. Specialist training on a musical 
instrument is crucial to developing proficiency on a student’s 
instrument  of choice. 
Additionally, students taking instrumental music lessons are given the 
opportunity to perform in an ensemble.

Our current College Music Ensembles include:
• percussion ensemble
• keyboard ensemble
• choirs: Men in Black, Sacred Heart Choir and Christ the King Choir
• string ensemble
• guitar ensemble
• jazz band
• soul band
• rock band

There is also an opportunity for students to work on their 
composition skills and their theory knowledge.
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Outdoor Education
All students in Years 7–9 participate in a sequential Outdoor 
Education program that safely builds on their skills year-by-
year under the supervision of our qualified and experienced 
outdoor education staff. 
From Year 10 students interested in this area can continue to pursue 
their studies by undertaking the subject Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies. Outdoor and Environmental Studies can be undertaken as a 
VCE study at Units 1&2 and Units 3&4 level.
Outdoor Education provides students with the opportunity to 
develop personally through interaction with others and the 
natural environment. Students receive instruction and experience 
in important areas such as fitness, bush-craft, first aid, personal 
development and interpersonal skills as they experience activities 
such as camping, hiking, mountain biking, kayaking, cooking, rock 
climbing, surfing and cross-country skiing.
Many of the activities are held at Garema Dumont – a 56-acre 
outdoor and environmental education facility on the Moorabool River 
near Meredith owned and operated by the College.

Retreat and Reflection Day 
Program
As a part of the College’s Faith Formation program, all 
students participate in a series of compulsory reflection and 
retreat days throughout the school year. 
The Year 10 and 11 Reflection Day program continues to work 
within and alongside the Religious Education curriculum, providing 
opportunities for students to further explore their spirituality and 
faith life, and makes links to the curriculum being studied as well as 
to the religious and historical traditions of the Caroline Chisholm 
Catholic College community. This is achieved through seminars, 
excursions, liturgical events, workshops, personal reflection and 
activities that reflect our College vision and mission, both at the 
College and in the wider community, in a safe and supportive 
environment.
Year 12 students attend a three-day (overnight) retreat. The focus of 
this program is on the spiritual and personal development aspects of 
the young person. 
Overall, the senior Faith Formation is a three-year program that aims 
to further develop an appreciation for the need for reflection and 
reconciliation, and a deep respect for the value of personal story and 
a search for religious meaning. 
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Curriculum Overview
The Year 10 – 12 learning and teaching program at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College offers numerous pathways 
and a variety of courses of study for students. 

Students may pursue a learning program in any or 
a combination of the following in their final years of 
schooling:

1. The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
The VCE is typically a two-year program of study 
undertaken during the final two years of secondary 
education. It is a recognised qualification for entry to 
further studies at university or TAFE or for movement 
into the workforce.

2. The Victorian Certificate of Education  
Vocational Major (VCE VM)
The VCE Vocational Major (VM) will be replacing the 
Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) in 2023. 

It is an applied learning program that give students 
choice and flexibility, allowing them to tailor their 
program to their strengths and vocational aspirations. 
It acknowledges that Vocational and Applied Learning 
(VAL) pathways are high quality choices for all students 
and strengthens perceptions and understanding of 
senior school certificates in the community. Students 
complete studies in the fields of Literacy, Numeracy, 
Work Related Skills, Personal Development skills and a 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) certificate.

3. Vocational Education and Training (VET)
VET subjects can be combined with either VCE or VCE 
VM pathways of study. Students completing a VCE VM 
pathway are required to complete some VET units of 
study. 

VET subjects provide a nationally recognised 
qualification which can be used to gain employment 
or lead to further study at a TAFE institute after 
completing secondary school. Many VET subjects also 
provide credits towards calculation of the Australian 
Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR).

4. University Acceleration Studies
University acceleration studies offer students an 
opportunity to undertake university units during 
Year 12. The College endeavours to offer units on 
campus and part of the College timetable when 
available. Some Universities also offer units of study 
to students if they attend the University Campus. 
University studies can provide VCE credit and scored 
credits towards calculation of the Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Rank (ATAR).

Year 10
Year 10 provides a foundation for future study in one 
or more of the programs mentioned above. Students 
at Year 10 undertake a group of compulsory “core 
subjects” as well as a selection of “elective subjects”.

Students are able to design a course of study that 
meets their individual future study and career goals.

Students at Year 10 are able to consider incorporating 
Unit 1&2 VCE or VET studies as an enhancement to 
their Year 10 program.

Please refer to information provided on
‘Planning your Program’ for more details
on choosing your program of study at Years
10 and 11.

Year 10 Core Subjects
• Religious Education
• English
• Mathematics

Year 10 Elective Subjects
Selections available in:
• Languages
• Science
• Humanities
• Performing Arts
• Visual Arts
• Music
• Design and Digital Technologies
• Health and Physical Education
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Choosing your 2023 courses
What should you consider in choosing 
your 2023 courses?
Choose subjects that:
• You enjoy and that interest you 

Most students perform better in these subjects 
Beware of choosing subjects because you 
haveheard about the impact of scaling in 
calculating the ATAR, this is of no benefit if you do 
not perform well in the subject you choose.

• You are good at 
You should consider the results you are achieving 
in your Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 subjects as a 
guide. It is difficult to ‘improve’ as you progress to 
more senior levels with more challenging subject 
content. If your results in a particular subject in 
Year 10 or Year 11 are low you will find higher 
levels in the subject harder and more difficult to 
grasp the concepts. So, choose carefully.

• Reflect what you are interested in studying at 
tertiary level and that will develop the skills 
to help you in those studies

• Help provide you with more career options if 
you are undecided 

It is not advisable, at this stage, to close your mind to 
possibilities, saying: “I know what subjects I’m doing 
next year”. Instead, think about a broad course. The 
flexibility of the VCE encourages all students to take a 
variety of studies, while providing them with the ability 
to specialise in a particular area. You may decide 
to specialise in Music studies or Language studies 
or Science studies, but it is very important that you 
also be able to prepare for a wide variety of career 
options. Don’t choose subjects that may limit or 
narrow your choices. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Students applying for VCE Unit 1&2 in 
Year 10 
Students at Year 10 are able to incorporate Unit 1&2 
VCE or VET studies as an enhancement to their Year 
10 program. 

Incorporating VCE Unit 1&2 at Year 10 can have 
some advantages for students:

• experience in the requirements and processes for 
successful completion of VCE

• practice in workload management and study skills

• more challenging work – many students enjoy the 
challenge of extending their skills

There are also some considerable challenges 
however in taking on Unit 1&2 at Year 10:

• the workload is significantly greater and students 
may find this difficult to manage

• students may have missed important foundation 
information that is studied at Year 10 and may 
require extra work to catch up

• some students may focus on Unit 1&2 studies 
and ignore Year 10 subjects, so do not develop 
appropriate foundation skills in other learning 
areas 

Each student needs to consider the advantages and 
challenges of taking on Unit 1&2 studies at Year 10.

Students wanting to complete a VCE Unit 1&2 study in 
Year 10 are required to complete an application form.

Course Approval
Academic performance in previous studies is 
considered before approving a student program.

Low performance may restrict enrolment in same 
courses of study.

Prior Learning
You will find that many studies in this guide 
indicate subjects under a sub heading called prior 
learning.

Experience shows that students perform better if 
they have appropriate background learning.
Prior learning indicates the subjects students 
should have completed to be ready to achieve in 
their chosen study.

Recommendations for Entry
Many studies also have recommendations for 
entry. These provide the minimum standards 
required for students to enter a subject.
Students should look ahead to future 
subjects they are interested in to check the 
recommendations, so they can work towards 
these.
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Choosing your 2023 courses
At Caroline Chisholm Catholic College we set selection 
criteria in order to take a Unit 1&2 study in Year 10. 
These criteria are quite rigorous, and are designed 
to make sure students are equipped to meet the 
requirements of Year 11-level study. 

In order to study a Unit 1&2 at Year 10, students 
should:

• have a very good attendance record

• be ‘At standard’ or ‘Above standard’ in their Year 9 
studies

• average between ‘usually’ and ‘consistently’ for all 
Work Habits

• demonstrate strong achievement in their 
Learning Tasks (>80%)

• make sure they have met all the recommendations 
for entry as an ALP

What should you do if you think, at this stage, 
that you don’t meet these criteria?

Speak with your Learner Mentor, subject teacher 
and the Senior Pathways Coordinator. The criteria 
provides a guide but each student should consider 
their options carefully and can ask for their program 
to be reviewed on an individual basis.

Students applying for VCE Unit 3&4 in 
Year 11 

Commonly students who begin a VCE Unit 1&2 
sequence in Year 10 will continue to complete the 
Unit 3&4 sequence of this subject in Year 11. This has 
particular advantages, however, is not a requirement 
and students should consider carefully if they are 
ready to continue to the Year 12-level study.

Students wanting to complete a VCE Unit 3&4 study in 
Year 11 are required to complete an application form 
and receive feedback from their Unit 1&2 teacher.

At Caroline Chisholm Catholic College we set selection 
criteria in order to take a Unit 3&4 study in Year 11. 
These criteria are quite rigorous, and are designed 
to make sure students are equipped to meet the 
requirements of Year 12-level study.

In order to study a Unit 3&4 at Year 11, students 
should:

• have a very good attendance record

• have received ‘Satisfactory’ results for both Unit 1 
and Unit 2

• average between ‘usually’ and ‘consistently’ for all 
Work Habits

• demonstrate strong achievement in their Learning 
Tasks (>70%)

• make sure they have met all the recommendations 
for entry as an ALP 

What should you do if you think, at this stage, 
that you don’t meet these criteria?

Speak with your Learner Mentor, subject teacher 
and the Senior Pathways Coordinator. The criteria 
provides a guide but each student should consider 
their options carefully and can ask for their program 
to be reviewed on an individual basis.

Students who have received ‘Not Satisfactory’  
results for Unit 1&2 in a particular area of study 
will not normally be permitted to move into the 
Unit 3&4 levels of study.
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Year 10–12 Pathways

STANDARD OPTIONS APPLIED LEARNING

Year 10 Full Year 10
Program

Year 10 program with a Unit 1&2 VCE or VET subject
Year 10 with an Applied Learning focus *

Year 11 Full Unit 1&2
Program

Unit 1&2 Program
with a Unit 3&4

subject

Unit 1&2 Program
with a VET course

Unit 1&2 Program
with a Unit 3&4
Subject and a

VET course

VCE VM

Year 12 Full Unit 3&4
Program

VCE VMUnit 3&4 Program
with a VET course

Unit 3&4 Program with a
University Acceleration study

*Students interested in an Applied Learning focus can chose to select from a group of Year 10 subjects that are designed specifically for students who enjoy and 
succeed better at this style of learning. At the end of Year 10 students can select whether to pursue a VCE VM program in Year 11.

During the senior years (Years 10-12) students have a number of potential pathways for their academic program. The options range from a 
standard year level program, to a program incorporating accelerated VCE or VET studies. The possible pathways are outlined below.
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Learning Areas

Please email nominated Head of Learning for any additional course outline information.             Queries regarding VET courses should be emailed to Julie Pilioglou j.pilioglou@cccc.vic.edu.au

SUBJECT CONTACT PAGE

Mathematics Madeleine Smooker 
Acting Head of Learning

m.smooker@cccc.vic.edu.au

100

Music Matthew Lorentzen 
Director of Music 

m.lorentzen@cccc.vic.edu.au

110

Performing Arts Mhairi Shepherd 
Head of Learning

m.shepherd@cccc.vic.edu.au

116

Science Marnie Bates 
Head of Learning

m.bates@cccc.vic.edu.au

123

Visual Arts Damian Bernardo 
Acting Head of Learning

d.bernardo@cccc.vic.edu.au

137

Applied Learning Julie Pilioglou 
Director of Vocational Education

j.pilioglou@cccc.vic.edu.au

152

SUBJECT CONTACT PAGE

Religious Education Kate Sherwood 
Head of Learning

k.sherwood@cccc.vic.edu.au

13

Design and Digital Technologies Christine Ciccone 
Head of Learning

c.ciccone@cccc.vic.edu.au

26

English Lisa Dillon 
Head of Learning

l.dillon@cccc.vic.edu.au

45

Health and Physical Education Andrea Saunders 
Head of Learning

a.saunders@cccc.vic.edu.au

57

Humanities Gavin O’Sullivan 
Head of Learning

g.osullivan@cccc.vic.edu.au

68

Languages Lesley Fitzgerald 
Head of Learning

l.fitzgerald@cccc.vic.edu.au

93
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YEAR 10

 
Religious Education  15

Youth Ministry  16

Journey In Faith  17 

Religion and Society Unit 2  18 

Texts and Traditions Unit 2  18

YEAR 11

Religion and Society Unit 1  19

Texts and Traditions Unit 1  19

RE and Working Life  20

YEAR 12

School-based Religious  
Education options: Quo Vadis  21

RE and Visual Arts  22

RE and Philosophy  22

RE and Performing Arts  23

Religion, Sport and Spirituality  23

Religion and Society Unit 3&4  24

Texts and Traditions Unit 3&4  25

Religious Education
LEARNING AREAS

Religious Education  
Learning Pathways  14
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Accelerated 
Learning 
Program

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

VCE VCE 

VCE Texts and 
Tradition Unit 2

VCE Texts and 
Tradition Unit 1

RE and Working Life

VCE Texts and 
Tradition Unit 3&4

RE and Philosophy

RE and 
Performing Arts

RE and 
Visual Arts

Quo Vadis

Youth Ministry

Religious Education

VCE Religion and 
Society Unit 2

VCE Religion and 
Society Unit 1

Co-curricular 
Activity:

YOUTH ACADEMY

VCE Religion and 
Society Unit 3&4

Religion, Sport and 
Spirituality 

Journey in Faith
(Applied Learning Focus)

Year 10
(Standard Pathway) School-Based 

Religion

Co-curricular 
Activity:

YOUTH ACADEMY

Religious Education Learning Pathways
LEARNING AREAS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 14HOME



Religious Education
COURSE OVERVIEW
Following on from the Year 7-9 Religious Education course, this subject aims to allow 
students to continue to develop their appreciation and understanding of the richness 
of the Catholic Tradition, as well as the connections between their everyday life 
experience and the activity of faith and spirituality in their lives. They will continue to use 
the Melbourne Archdiocese ‘Pedagogy of Encounter’ to explore topics by considering 
and reflecting on: their own knowledge; the view and teachings of the Catholic church; 
other perspectives and opinions; how their learning and knowledge influences their 
actions in the world, and their relationship with God. Students have the opportunity 
to explore their religious self-understanding and spiritual awareness, being open to 
religious interpretations of the world and the views and teachings of the Catholic tradition. 
Students will also have the opportunity to delve into foundational material for the two VCE 
Religion subjects (Texts & Traditions, and Religion & Society) in preparation for their future 
Religious Education choices.   

Areas of Study:

• Scripture and Jesus (Old and new testament)
• Church and community
• God, Religion and life
• Morality and justice
• Prayer, liturgy and sacrament

Assessment Items:

• research tasks
• reports
• written exercises
• test / exam
• oral and multimedia presentations
• Posters and pamphlets

Future Pathways:

Unit 1 Religion and Society, or Unit 1 Texts and Traditions

Prior Learning:

Year 7-9 Religious Education Program

Religious EducationY10 C Core Year Long

LEARNING AREAS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 15HOME



Youth Ministry
COURSE OVERVIEW
This subject aims to build students confidence and capacity in leading others in faith 
activities. It focuses on helping students to be active youth ministers, and helping them to 
understand and communicate the Gospel message in fresh and contemporary ways. This 
subject aims to help students deepen their understanding of the Catholic tradition and 
gospel message and explore own personal faith and spirituality. They will investigate the 
underlying principles of youth ministry, and plan liturgical and other experiences. Students 
will consider effective leadership qualities and examine and apply practical skills in youth 
ministry.

Areas of Study

• introduction to Youth Ministry
• Youth Ministry and Leadership

Assessment Items

• written activities and critiques
• planning and conducting youth ministry experiences
• self-reflections
• summaries
• evaluations
• test
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1 Religion and Society, or Unit 1 Texts and Traditions

Prior Learning

Year 7–9 Religious Education Program
 

Religious EducationY10 C Core Year Long
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Journey in Faith
COURSE OVERVIEW
This subject aims to allow students to continue to develop their appreciation 
and understanding of the richness of the Catholic Tradition, other perspectives, 
and the connections between their own everyday life experiences and faith & 
spirituality. Students will continue to the ‘Pedagogy of Encounter framework’ 
to explore different topics, allowing them to consider their own knowledge, 
different perspectives, how they are called to action, and the role of God and 
spirituality in their lives. They will have the opportunity to explore their religious 
self understanding and spiritual awareness. This course aims to provide hands on 
learning opportunities wherever possible, and is suited for students who prefer 
chances for applied learning.

Areas of Study

• how can religion affect the way people live their lives?
 - searching for meaning
 - world religions
• an introduction to ethics and decision making

Assessment Items

• research projects
• reports
• written exercises
• test
• oral and multimedia presentations
• self reflections
• summaries
• exam 

 
 
 
 

 
Future Pathways
Unit 1 Religion and Society, or Unit 1 Texts and Traditions

Prior Learning

Year 7–9 Religious Education Program

 
 
 

Religious EducationY10 C Core Year LongApplied Learning Focus
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Students, upon teacher recommendation may choose to study 
one unit of Religious Education at Year 10. 

Unit 2: Religion and Society
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 2 investigates Ethics, which involves reflecting on what is ‘right’ or ‘wrong’, and 
‘good’ and ‘bad’ when applied to human decisions and actions. It involves identifying 
arguments, analysing the reasoning and other influences behind perspectives and 
moral judgments. Students study ethical decision making in two religious traditions, 
and explore ethical issues in societies where religious and other worldviews coexist.

Areas of Study

• ethical decision-making and moral judgment
• religion and ethics
• ethical issues in society

Assessment Items

• structured questions
• extended responses
• case studies
• multimedia presentations
• visual analyses

Future Pathways

Unit 1 Religion and Society

Prior Learning

Year 7–9 Religious Education Program

Unit 2: Texts and Traditions
UNIT OVERVIEW
Focusing on the Christian bible and Catholic tradition, this unit examines the place 
of texts and their literary forms within a religious tradition. Through basic methods 
of exegesis, an approach used to interpret religious texts, students will come to a 
deeper awareness of the meaning, socio-historical development, and use of these 
texts within the religious tradition, past and present.

Areas of Study

• exploring literary forms
• the formation and exegesis of text
• later uses and interpretations of sacred texts

Assessment Items

• summaries
• essays
• multimedia presentations
• short reports
• comparative tables
• short answer questions 
• textual commentaries

Future Pathways

Unit 1 Texts and Traditions

Prior Learning

Year 7–9 Religious Education Program 
 
 
 

Religious EducationY10 C Core Year Long
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At Year 11, students may choose to study one unit of Religious 
Education for the entire year. 

Unit 1: Religion and Society
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students explore the origins of religion and the role of religions in the development 
of society. They investigate the contributions religion can make to society, and focus 
on the role of religious traditions over time in shaping personal and group identity. 
The unit provides the chance for students to understand the complex relationships 
that exist between individual, groups, and religious traditions broadly and in 
Australian society. A range of examples from various religions are used throughout 
the unit.

Areas of Study

• the nature and purpose of religion
• religion through the ages
• religion in Australia

Assessment Items

• structured questions
• reports
• multimedia presentations
• analytical exercises
• case studies
• extended responses
• visual analyses

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Religion and Society

Prior Learning

Unit 2 Religion and Society

Unit 1: Texts and Traditions
UNIT OVERVIEW
Focusing on the Christian bible and Catholic tradition, this unit examines the place 
of texts and their literary forms within a religious tradition. Students explore the 
importance of sacred text and learn how to interpret and describe the meaning 
of texts for earlier and continuing tradition. The skills of exegesis are introduced, 
and students will develop skills to interpret religious texts, coming to a deeper 
awareness of the meaning, socio-historical development, and use of these texts 
both within and beyond the religious tradition, past and present.

Areas of Study

• the importance of sacred texts to the tradition
• the exegesis of text
• sacred texts and later traditions

Assessment Items

• summaries
• textual commentaries
• multimedia presentations
• short reports
• exegetical exercises
• comparative tables
• short answer questions

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Texts and Traditions

Prior Learning

Year 7–9 Religious Education Program VCE Religion and Society in Year 10

Religious EducationY11 C Core Year Long
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Religious Education and Working Life

Religious Education and  
Working Life
COURSE OVERVIEW
This subject aims to help Vocational Major students recognize the links between 
religion and work. Students will be encouraged to continue to reflect on their own 
faith, religion, and spirituality. They will learn about the importance and purpose of 
work for all people, its role in using a person’s gifts and talents, and how it contributes 
to people feeling valued and worthwhile. They will explore ideas such as human rights 
in the workplace, investigating issues such as fair wages in Australia and modern 
slavery overseas. These issues can be linked to principles of Catholic Social Teaching, 
such as human dignity, preferential option for the poor, and solidarity. Students may 
also have the opportunity to consider areas such as the role of unions in supporting 
the rights of workers, and ways in which businesses can be socially responsible in 
supporting the marginalised, and working to distribute wealth more equally. 

Areas of Study

• the importance of work
• human rights in the workplace

Assessment Items
• portfolios of tasks
• research tasks
• project planning and presentation
• structured questions
• case studies
• multimedia presentation

Future Pathways

School based Year 12 Religious Education electives

Prior Learning

Year 7-10 School based Religious Education
Year 10 Journey in Faith
Year 10 Youth Ministry

Religious EducationY11

LEARNING AREAS

Year 11 VCE Vocational Major students may choose to study RE and Working life for the entire year. 

C Core Year LongApplied Learning Focus
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Quo Vadis
COURSE OVERVIEW
Students will be challenged to think critically as they come to a deeper 
understanding in their faith, and the role it will play in their future in the wider 
community.

Students explore topics such as social justice and the dignity of the human person, 
spirituality, vocation, and Christian Leadership.

Quo Vadis is one option for the compulsory Religious Education subject for 
students who have not selected Unit 3&4 in either Religion and Society or Texts and 
Traditions.

Areas of Study

• spirituality and me
• called to lead; called to Social Justice
• how am I invited to live and love?

Assessment Items

• essays
• reports
• oral and multimedia presentations
• written exercises
• self-reflections

Religious EducationY12 E Elective Year Long

School-based Religious Education options:

LEARNING AREAS 21HOMERELIGIOUS EDUCATION



Religious Education and  
Philosophy
COURSE OVERVIEW
Philosophy can be seen as the practice of asking: what are the most fundamental 
questions that need answering? What do I believe (really believe) are the answers to 
those questions? Are those answers correct or do I need to revise them? Students 
will be challenged to reflect critically on their own beliefs and ideas, as well as those 
provided by religions to answer the most fundamental questions. They will have 
the opportunity to explore questions such as: what is it to live a good life? What 
arguments are there for the existence of God? Is religious faith different to other 
types of faith? Does ‘free will’ actually exist if there are causes for all our actions? Is 
morality subjective or objective? Is pure altruism possible, or are all acts based on self 
interest? What is the basis and justification of rights? There will also be opportunity to 
investigate some philosophers, which may include, for example, Thomas Aquinas, Alan 
Turing, David Hume, Immanuel Kant, Elizabeth Anscombe, Anne Conway.

Areas of Study

• Metaphysics: Does God exist?
• What is a person?
• philosophies around love, death and time

Assessment Items

• developing philosophical argument
• reports and written exercises
• essays
• oral and multimedia presentations 

 

Religious EducationY12

E Elective Year Long

School-based Religious Education options:

E Elective Year Long

Religious Education and  
Visual Arts
COURSE OVERVIEW
This subject provides students an opportunity to explore and express their faith 
through the Visual Arts. They are asked to explore a range of Catholic Christian 
expressions of faith in everyday life, and study the contribution that art can make 
to the broader questions about human existence. Students will engage in art 
making in a range of mediums, as well as art analysis and reflection.

Areas of Study

• a study of religious icons images, current religious and secular art, and an 
analysis of the beliefs expressed in religious art

• a study of current practice and thought in artistic expressions of spirituality
• composition as self expression
• art for liturgy and meditation

Assessment Items

• written art analysis, including art appreciation
• practical art production, including a body of practical work related to set 

religious themes 

Note: Classes in this subject may be capped due to available resources.
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Religious Education and  
Performing Arts
COURSE OVERVIEW
This course gives students an opportunity to explore and express their faith through 
performance study, through the mediums of Music, Dance, and Drama. In this 
subject students explore a range of faith expressions in everyday life, and study the 
contribution performing arts can make to broader questions about human existence. 
All students will be involved in performing in this subject.

Areas of Study

• current religious and secular music and dance, and analysing the deeper meaning 
in popular styles

• current practice and thought in musical and performance expressions of 
spirituality

• composition as an expression of a religious or spiritual message
• music and performance for liturgy

Assessment Items

• analysis of performing arts pieces
• performance of an original piece created for the Eucharist (mass)
• composition and performance of a group performing arts piece
• reflective pieces throughout the course 

 

Religious EducationY12

E Elective Year Long

School-based Religious Education options:

E Elective Year Long

Religion, Sport and Spirituality
COURSE OVERVIEW
This subject aims to allow students to investigate a range of issues that connect, 
and are connected to, spirituality, wellbeing, religion, and health. Students will 
have the opportunity to investigate these connections in their own lives, as well 
as considering issues surrounding sport and sport personalities, such as ethics 
in sports, and the role and responsibilities of sporting role models in their sport, 
their religion and in society as a whole. There will be some opportunity for practical 
activities and sports in this subject, although it is not the focus of the course. 

Areas of Study

• health, wellbeing and spirituality 
• leadership and role models
• ethics in sport

Assessment Items

• reports and written exercises
• essays
• oral and multimedia presentations
• research tasks
• self-reflections
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Religion and Society Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Religion and Society
UNIT OVERVIEW
In response to the “Big Questions” and the quest for meaning, religions have developed 
systems of belief that have offered ways of establishing meaning and purpose – not only 
for human existence but also for all that exists. In this unit students will explore the ways 
in which these religious ideas create meaning for religious traditions and their members. 
Where did we come from? Where are we going? What is our purpose in life? What 
answer do religions give? Students consider these questions in at least two religions, and 
consider the interaction between religion and significant life experiences.

Areas of Study

• responding to the search for meaning
• expressing meaning
• significant life experience, religious belief and faith

Assessment Items

• analytical exercises
• structured questions
• extended responses
• case studies
• essays
• visual analyses

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Religion and Society
Teaching, Theology, Law, Medicine, Research, Human Geography
Business, Faith-Centered Vocations

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Religion and Society

Religious EducationY12

E Elective Year Long

Unit 4: Religion and Society
UNIT OVERVIEW
Religious traditions are dynamic, living institutions that contribute in many ways, 
both positively and negatively, to wider societies – These traditions can stimulate, 
support, or resist changes in societies. Religious traditions also change over time; 
this change may be in the form of growth or decline or both. In this unit students 
use frameworks to understand and explore these changes.

Areas of Study

• challenge and response
• interaction of religion and society

Assessment Items

• structured questions
• extended responses
• analytical exercises
• case studies
• visual analyses
• exam

Future Pathways

Teaching, Theology, Law, Medicine, Human Geography, Research, Business, 
Environmental Studies, Faith-Centered Vocations

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Religion and Society

VCE Religious Education Options: These are studied as a Unit 3&4 sequence.
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Texts and Traditions Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Texts and Traditions
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students continue their focus on the Old and New testaments on the Christian 
bible. In this unit students further develop their exegetical skills, particularly the 
sociocultural and literary criticism methods. They explore the history and culture 
from which the tradition being studied was formed, and how these beginnings 
helped shape and add content to the texts themselves. Students explore the 
formation of the text itself, the intended audience of that text and the message or 
teaching found within the text. Specific texts from the Christian bible are prescribed 
for close study by the VCAA.

Areas of Study

• the background to the tradition
• audience, purpose and literary aspects of the set texts
• interpreting texts

Assessment Items

• extended responses
• textual commentaries
• essays
• reports
• extended responses
• textual notes
• annotated passages
• exegetical framework report
• short answer questions

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Teaching, Theology, Faith-Centered Vocations

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Texts and Traditions

Unit 4: Texts and Traditions
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students continue to apply, in greater depth, their exegetical skills to the 
set texts. Students consider the social, cultural, religious and political conditions 
and institutions and the historical context within which the set text developed. They 
further consider the literary aspects of form and techniques evident in the texts, 
and how these would have affected the original audiences understanding of the 
purpose, meaning and teaching of the text. They develop an interpretation of the 
set passages.

Areas of Study

• interpreting texts
• religious themes and their teaching purpose 

Assessment Items

• essays
• reports
• exegetical exercises
• extended response
• exam

Future Pathways

Teaching, Theology, Faith-Centered Vocations

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Texts and Traditions

Religious EducationY12

E Elective Year Long
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Food Studies
COURSE OVERVIEW
Food Studies provides students with both theoretical and practical opportunities to 
learn about the processing and safe handling of food and to further develop their 
food preparation skills. Students explore a range of factors that affect food product 
design and innovation, including function, aesthetics, social, environmental and 
economic factors. Students use this knowledge of how ingredients interact and are 
affected by processing, to design and produce a new food product that effectively 
fulfills a market need or solution to a problem with consideration of sustainability.

Areas of Study
• handling food safety
• the properties of  food
• technological  developments  and  innovations  in food
• the product design process
• food science
• processes in food preparation
• foods of the world - production of cultural cuisines

Assessment Items
• design project
• production journal sensory evaluations
• food production skills
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Food Studies, Outdoor and Environmental Studies

Hospital Food Service Manager, Dietitian, Caterer, Chef, Nutritionist, Pastry Chef, 
Baker, Food Technology Teacher

Design and Digital TechnologiesY10

E Elective One Semester
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Y10

E Elective One Semester

Product Design and Technology
COURSE OVERVIEW
In product design students investigate, design and produce products from materials 
with a focus on function and aesthetics. They follow the product design process 
and produce products for a specific end-user, incorporating complex production 
techniques. Students focus on global design and give consideration to sustainability 
in design. Tasks will allow for learning about the properties of different materials, 
complex production methods that teach safety whilst using machinery, electric tools 
and hand tools, in a workshop environment.

Areas of Study

• practical experiences could include using materials like timber, electronics, 3D 
printers, CAD and recycled materials

• pitch design and feedback

Assessment Items

• design folio
• production of a product
• product evaluation
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Product Design and Technology, Unit 1&2 Systems Engineering

Product Designer, Industrial Designer, Architect, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, 
Theatrical Costume Designer, Photographer, Publisher/Publishing, Industrial 
Engineer, Jeweller, Materials Engineer, Mechanical Engineer, Set Designer, 
Engineering, Tradesperson - Fabrication, Engineering, Fitter/Installer, Joiner

Design and Digital Technologies
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Product Design - Experimental TextilesDesign and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Y10

E Elective One Semester

Product Design - Experimental Textiles 
COURSE OVERVIEW
Throughout this experimental hands-on course, students will have the opportunity 
to learn how fabric is constructed sustainably to make textile products. Students will 
explore a range of complex textile production methods such as: weaving with yarn, 
wet and dry felting processes, knitting/crocheting, fabric dyeing including natural and 
conventional methods, and fabric screen printing methods.  
As self-directed learners, students will then work through the product design process 
to design and produce a sustainable textile fabric or product that meets the needs 
of an end-user/s. Students can select a textile construction method of their choice 
to make their product which could be a fashion garment, fashion accessory or 
homeware item.

Areas of Study:

• working through the product design process
• fabric construction methods
• preparing yarn or materials for production
• textile embellishment methods such as: natural and conventional fabric dyeing, 

screen printing and beading
• safe work practices and procedures
• sustainable and ethical practice in textile production

Assessment Items:

• folio of experimental textile samplers
• design folio – working through the product design process
• design and production of a textile fabric or product
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Product Design – Textiles, VET Certificate II in Applied
Fashion Design and Technology

Product Design, Fashion Designer, Interior Decorator/Designer, Visual 
Merchandiser, Retail Buyer, Theatrical Costume Maker and Designer, Clothing 
Patternmaker, Milliner, Jeweller, Photographer, Textile Technician, Materials Engineer, 
Marketing, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Teacher, Fashion and Textiles Teacher
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Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Product Design – Fashion
COURSE OVERVIEW
As Year 10 Fashion Design students immerse themselves in this exhilarating 
course they have the opportunity to explore and develop their individual creativity. 
They follow the product design process to create a unique design brief, a range 
of design options, source appropriate fabrics and trims, and produce a fashion 
product. Students research and trial a variety of fabric manipulation and complex 
construction techniques and learn pattern adaptation skills using a commercial 
pattern. They are exposed to more complex textile and embellishment techniques, 
and further develop their illustration and fashion rendering skills. Students explore 
and apply concepts in sustainable design and production.

Areas of Study

• product design process – investigating, designing, producing, planning and 
managing, and evaluating

• fashion illustration
• sourcing materials and material properties
• complex garment construction processes
• fabric manipulation techniques
• pattern adaptation
• design and development of a fashion product
• sustainability in design and production

Assessment Items

• design folio
• production of a product
• product evaluation
• exam

Future Pathways

VET Certificate II in Applied Fashion Design and Technology

Unit 1&2 Product Design - Textiles, Product Design - Experimental Textiles

Fashion Designer, Textile Designer, Interior Decorator/Designer, Visual 
Merchandiser, Theatrical Costume Maker and Designer, Clothing Patternmaker, 
Jeweller, Materials Engineer, Fashion and Textiles Teacher 

Y10

E Elective One Semester
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Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Systems Engineering
COURSE OVERVIEW
Investigations of simple machines, electronics and coding will be a focus of this 
course. Environmental, social and community contexts will be explored as the 
participants develop an integrated, controlled electromechanical response 
to a class generated brief that has been developed through this process. The 
assessment and project making will be personalised and collaborative to tailor to 
the cohorts interest, and could utilise: electronics, microcontrollers and 3D printers 
to manufacture an engineered solution.

Areas of Study

• fundamentals of mechanical system design and electronics
• producing and evaluating mechanical systems
• pitch design and feedback

Assessment Items

• design folio
• production of a product
• product evaluation
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Systems Engineering, Apprenticeships in Electrotechnology, Engineering 
Diploma and Degree pathways

Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Media Presenter, Multimedia, Industrial Engineer, 
Materials Engineer, Mechanical Engineer, Prosthetist/Orthotist, Set Designer, 
Engineering, Systems Engineering Teacher, Fashion and Textiles Teacher

Y10

E Elective One Semester
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ProgrammingDesign and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Programming for the Web 
COURSE OVERVIEW
In this elective students learn a variety of techniques used when developing 
websites for the web. The focus of this course is programming using HTML, CSS 
and Javascript. Throughout the course, students will build solutions following the 
design and development stages of the problem-solving methodology used in VCE 
information technology units.

Areas of Study

• designing and creating interactive solutions for sharing ideas and information 
online

• creating solutions that demonstrate a clear sense of purpose and respect for  
the audience

• pitch design and feedback
• Investigating the role of hardware and software in a networked system

Assessment Items

• digital portfolio of site designs and constructions
• collaborative investigation and programming task
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Applied Computing

Programming 
COURSE OVERVIEW  
In this course students will design and develop a range of hardware and software 
solutions. Students will learn to create digital solutions using block code or python 
programming languages. They will learn the basic terminology and problem solving 
methodology that will enable them to transition to other programming languages. 
 
Areas of Study

• design algorithms using IPO charts, flow charts and pseudocode
• developing modular programs 
• designing the user experience of a solution

Assessment Items

• digital portfolio of program designs and development, including: 
- text based programs 
- graphical user interfaces 
- home automation solutions 
- exam 

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Applied Computing

Y10

E Elective One Semester E Elective One Semester
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Food Studies Unit 1&2Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Unit 1: Food Studies
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students study food from historical and cultural perspectives. They 
investigate the origins and roles of food through time and across the world. 
Students explore how humanity has historically sourced its food and consider the 
origins and significance of food through inquiry into particular food producing 
regions of the world. Students also look at Australian indigenous food and how food 
patterns have changed since European settlement.

Areas of Study

• food around the world
• food in Australia

Assessment Items

• range of practical activities, with at least two records of reflection of the  
practical activities

• research report
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Food and Technology, University or TAFE qualification

Hospital Food Service Manager, Kitchen Hand, Dietitian, Winery and Horticulture, 
Caterer, Chef, Consumer Scientist, Environmental Health Officer, Nutritionist, Pastry 
Chef, Events Manager, Food Styling, Food Technology Teacher

Prior Learning

Year 10 Food Studies

Unit 2: Food Studies
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students study food systems in contemporary Australia. They explore 
commercial food production industries and compare food production in small-scale 
domestic settings with commercial production. Students investigate the significance 
of food industries to the Australian economy and the capacity of the industry 
to provide safe, high-quality food that meets the needs of consumers. Students 
also use practical skills and knowledge to produce foods and consider a range of 
evaluation measures to compare their foods to commercial products.

Areas of Study

• food industries
• food in the home

Assessment Items

• two design tasks
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Food and Technology, University or TAFE qualification

Hospital Food Service Manager, Kitchen Hand, Dietitian, Winery and Horticulture, 
Caterer, Chef, Consumer Scientist, Environmental Health Officer, Nutritionist, Pastry 
Chef, Events Manager, Food Styling, Food Technology Teacher

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Food Studies

Y11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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Product Design and Technology Unit 1&2Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Unit 1: Product Design and Technology
UNIT OVERVIEW
Product Design and Technology Unit 1 focuses on the analysis, modification and
improvement of a product design. Students consider the sustainability of an existing 
product, such as the impact of sourcing materials, manufacture, distribution, use and 
likely disposal. Students will redevelop and construct a product using materials such 
as: timber, plastics or ceramics using hand and machine techniques.

Areas of Study

• sustainable redevelopment of a product
• producing and evaluating a redeveloped product

Assessment Items

• folio of design ideas based on ‘The Product Design Process’ for a redeveloped 
product

• construction of a redeveloped product
• evaluation of the redeveloped product
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Product Design and Technology
Industrial and Product Design, Architecture, Engineering, Computing, Graphic Design, 
Digital Media, Visual Communication, Jewellery Design, Illustrator, Photographer, 
Publisher/Publishing, Industrial Engineer, Materials Engineer, Mechanical Engineer, 
Tradesperson - Fabrication, Fitter, Installer, Joiner, Product Design Teacher

Prior Learning

Year 10 Product Design and Technology or other portfolio subject

Y11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

Unit 2: Product Design and Technology
UNIT OVERVIEW
In Product Design and Technology Unit 2, students work in teams to design and develop 
an item in a product range or contribute to the design, planning and production of a 
group product. They focus on factors including end-user/s’ needs and wants; function, 
purpose and context for product design; aesthetics; materials and sustainability; and the 
impact of these factors on a design solution. They design a product within a range, based 
on a theme, or a component of a group product. They research and refer to a chosen 
design style or movement. Students will produce a product using materials such as: 
timber, plastics or ceramics using hand and machine techniques.

Areas of Study
• designing within a team
• producing and evaluating within a team

Assessment Items
• design – working in teams
• documentation of collaboration skills
• collaborative production
• evaluation report
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Product Design and Technology

Industrial and Product Design, Architecture, Engineering, Computing, Graphic Design, 
Digital Media, Visual Communication, Jewellery Design, Illustrator, Photographer, 
Publisher/Publishing, Industrial Engineer, Materials Engineer, Mechanical Engineer, 
Tradesperson - Fabrication, Fitter, Installer, Joiner, Product Design Teacher

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Product Design and Technology
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Product Design - Textiles Unit 1&2Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Unit 1: Product Design - Textiles
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit focuses on the analysis, modification and improvement of a product design with 
consideration of sustainability. Students consider the sustainability of an existing product, 
such as sourcing materials, manufacture, distribution, use and likely disposal. They consider 
how a redeveloped product should attempt to solve a problem related to the original 
product. Students produce a redeveloped product using tools, equipment, machines and 
materials such as textiles, yarns, fibres and fabrics that may be natural, blended or synthetic, 
taking into account safety considerations. They compare their product with the original 
design and evaluate it against the needs and requirements outlined in their design brief.

Areas of Study
• sustainable redevelopment of a product

• producing and evaluating a reproduced product

Assessment Items
• a folio of design ideas based on ‘The Product Design Process’ for a re-designed product
• construction of the redesigned product
• evaluation of the redesigned product

• exam

Future Pathways
Unit 2, 3&4 Product Design – Textiles
Fashion Designer, Textile Designer, Fashion Design Assistant, Stylist, Visual Merchandising, 
Fashion Illustrator, Fashion Buyer, Pattern Maker, Fashion Forecasting, Fashion Journalism/ 
Fashion Media, Fashion Public Relations, Fashion and Textiles Teacher

Prior Learning

Year 10 Product Design – Fashion or Experimental Textiles

Unit 2: Product Design - Textiles
UNIT OVERVIEW
People live in a throwaway society. Product Design - Textiles Unit 2 is aimed at improving 
people’s lives by redesigning textile products that are currently being manufactured. In this 
study the students assume the role of a designer-maker and focus on the importance of 
design for environmental sustainability. Students have access to a product that is currently 
being manufactured and sold. Using the product design process, students complete 
research, and redesign it with three points of difference, ensuring it retains its same function 
whilst improving the product’s sustainability. Students then produce and finally evaluate 
the product that they have redesigned. The study also focuses on developing knowledge of 
textile materials and issues related to intellectual property, acknowledging any design ideas 
that have been appropriated.

Areas of Study
• designing within a team
• producing and evaluating within a team

Assessment Items
• design – working in teams
• documentation of collaboration skills
• collaborative production
• evaluation report
• exam

Future Pathways
Unit 3&4 Product Design – Textiles

Fashion Designer, Textile Designer, Fashion Design Assistant, Stylist, Visual Merchandising, 
Fashion Illustrator, Fashion Buyer, Pattern Maker, Fashion Forecasting, Fashion Journalism/ 
Fashion Media, Fashion Public Relations, Fashion and Textiles

Prior Learning
Unit 1 Product Design – Textiles 

Y11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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Systems Engineering Unit 1&2Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Unit 1: Systems Engineering
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit focuses on engineering fundamentals as the basis of understanding 
underlying principles and the building blocks that operate in simple to more 
complex mechanical devices. Students apply their knowledge to design, construct, 
test and evaluate operational systems. The focus of the system should be 
mechanical; however, it may include some electronic components. The constructed 
operational systems demonstrate selected theoretical principles studied in this unit. 
This is a portfolio subject. It requires highly developed planning, documentation and 
evaluation skills.

Areas of Study

• fundamentals of mechanical system design
• producing and evaluating mechanical systems

Assessment Items

• portfolio record of the planning, development, manufacture and evaluation 
of an electromechanical product, or device, in accordance with the systems 
engineering process

• the product, or device, as presented in the portfolio
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Systems Engineering, Apprenticeships in Electrotechnology, Engineering 
Diploma and Degree pathways.

Industrial Designer, Industrial Engineer, Jeweller, Materials Engineer, Mechanical
Engineer, Prosthetist/Orthotist, Set Designer, Cabinetmaker, Carpenter or
Craftsperson, Engineering, Tradesperson - Fabrication, Engineering, Fitter/Installer,
Joiner, Systems Engineering Teacher

Prior Learning

Year 10 Systems Engineering, or other portfolio based subject.

Unit 2: Systems Engineering
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students study fundamental electrotechnology engineering principles. 
Through the application of their knowledge and the Systems Engineering 
Process, students produce operational systems that may also include mechanical 
components. Student focus will be on the construction of electrotechnology 
systems. The construction process draws heavily upon design and innovation. 
The system built should be predominately electrotechnology based, but  would 
generally have electromechanical components within the system. This is a portfolio 
subject. It requires highly developed planning, documentation and evaluation skills.

Areas of Study

• fundamentals of electrotechnology system design
• producing and evaluating electrotechnology systems

Assessment Items

• portfolio record of the planning, development, manufacture and evaluation of an 
electromechanical product or device in accordance with the systems engineering 
process

• the product or device as presented in the portfolio
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Systems Engineering, Apprenticeships in Electrotechnology, Engineering 
Diploma and Degree pathways.

Industrial Designer, Industrial Engineer, Jewellery, Materials Engineer, Mechanical
Engineer, Prosthetist/Orthotist, Set Designer, Cabinetmaker, Carpenter or
Craftsperson, Engineering, Tradesperson - Fabrication, Engineering, Fitter/Installer,
Joiner, Systems Engineering Teacher

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Systems Engineering

Y11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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Applied Computing Unit 1&2Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Unit 1: Applied Computing  
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students focus on how data can be used within software tools such as 
databases and spreadsheets to create data visualisations, and use programming 
languages to develop working software solutions.

In Area of Study 1, as an introduction to data analytics, students identify and collect 
data in order to present their findings as data visualisations. 

In Area of Study 2, students use a programming language to create a working 
software solution. Students prepare, document and monitor project plans created 
to manage their projects for assessment.

Areas of Study

• data analytics
• data visualisations
• designing software solutions
• programming
• project management

Assessment Items

• data visualisation
• folio of working software programs
• project plan
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Applied Computing subjects

Prior Learning

Year 9 or 10 Programming

Unit 2: Applied Computing 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students focus on developing innovative solutions to needs or 
opportunities that they have identified, and propose strategies for reducing security 
risks to data and information in a networked environment.

In Area of Study 1, students work collaboratively and select a topic for further study 
to create an innovative solution in an area of interest. The innovative solution can 
be presented as a proof of concept, a prototype or a product. 

In Area of Study 2, students investigate networks and the threats, vulnerabilities and 
risks to data and information. They study and propose strategies to protect data 
and information in a network. Students also study the key legislation that affects 
how organisations control the storage and communication of data and information.

Areas of Study

• innovative solutions
• project management
• network security

Assessment Items

• innovative solution
• project plan
• network security recommendation
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Data Analytics, Unit 3&4 Software Development

Prior Learning

Year 9 or 10 Programming

Y11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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Applied Fashion Design and TechnologyDesign and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

II VET Certificate II 2 years

MST20616 Applied Fashion Design 
and Technology
COURSE OVERVIEW
The VCE VET Applied Fashion Design and Technology qualification aims to provide 
participants with the knowledge, skills and competency that will enhance their 
employment prospects in the fashion, textile and clothing related industries. It will 
enable students to gain a recognised credential and to make an informed choice 
of vocations or career paths. It applies skills used in the design and production of 
garments as well as the development of unique textile designs. This program allows 
for creative expression to be developed and displayed in the practical projects 
undertaken. Opportunities will be provided to acquire and develop skills in using a 
sewing machine and overlocker, preparing design concepts, working with patterns, 
basic pattern modification, applying quality standards, identification and selection 
of appropriate fabrics and trims, garment embellishment, producing a textile fabric 
and identifying design processes. Participants will create four finished fashion/
textile garments or products throughout the duration of this qualification.

Students will be eligible for up to four units towards VCE: two units at Unit 1&2 level 
and at Unit 3&4 sequence. If you receive a Unit 3&4 sequence, you will be eligible 
for an increment towards your ATAR (10% of the average of the primary four scaled 
studies).

Possible Future Pathway Considerations

Pathway options could include employment in roles such as Fashion Designer, 
Costume Maker, Wardrobe Supervisor, Clothing Technician, Production Assistant, 
Textile Technician, Interior Decorator and Jeweller.

RTO

Ripponlea (21230) / onsite

Areas of Study

The course is delivered over two years. The two-year program is as follows:

Year 1 Year 2
MSTGN2013 Identify fibres, fabrics and 
textiles used in the Textiles, Clothing 
and Footwear (TCF) industry

MSTFD2001 Design and produce a 
simple garment

MSMWHS200 Work safely MSS402051 Apply quality standards

MSTFD2006 Use a sewing machine for 
fashion designs 

MSTCL2011 Draw and interpret a basic 
sketch

MSTCL2010 Modify patterns to create 
basic styles

MSTCL3007 Embellish garment by 
hand or machine

MSTCL1001 Produce a simple garment MSMENV272 Participate in 
environmentally sustainable work 
practices

MSTTX1001 Produce a simple textile 
fabric or product

MSTFD3003 Prepare design concept 
for a simple garment

MSTFD2005 Identify design process for 
fashion designs

MSTML1001 Make a simple headpiece

Y11 & Y12
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Food Studies Unit 3&4Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Unit 3: Food Studies
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students investigate the roles and everyday influences of food. They 
explore the science of food: our physical need for it and how it nourishes and 
sometimes harms our bodies. Students also look at influences on food choice: how 
communities, families and individuals change their eating patterns over time and 
how food values and behaviours develop within social environments. The practical 
component of this unit enables students to understand food science terminology 
and to apply specific techniques to the production of everyday food that facilitates 
the establishment of nutritious and sustainable meal patterns.

Areas of Study

• the science of food
• food choice, health and wellbeing

Assessment Items

• SACs

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Food Studies, University or TAFE qualification

Hospital Food Service Manager, Kitchen Hand, Dietitian, Winery and Horticulture, 
Caterer, Chef, Consumer Scientist, Environmental Health Officer, Nutritionist, Pastry 
Chef, Events Manager, Food Styling, Food Technology Teacher

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Food Studies

Unit 4: Food Studies
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students examine debates about global and Australian food systems. 
They explore issues about the environment, ecology, ethics, farming practices, the 
development and application of technologies, and  the challenges of food security, 
food safety, food wastage, and the use  and management of water and land. 
Students also look at individual responses to food information and misinformation, 
and the development of food knowledge, skills and habits to empower consumers 
to make discerning food choices. Students undertake research on a selected topic 
linked to issues in food production and sustainable futures.

Areas of Study

• environment and ethics
• navigating food information

Assessment Items

• SACs
• exam

Future Pathways
University or TAFE qualification

Hospital Food Service Manager, Kitchen Hand, Dietitian, Winery and Horticulture, 
Caterer, Chef, Consumer Scientist, Environmental Health Officer, Nutritionist, Pastry 
Chef, Events Manager, Food Styling, Food Technology Teacher

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Food Studies

Y12

E Elective Year Long
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Product Design and Technology Unit 3&4Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Unit 3: Product Design and Technology
UNIT OVERVIEW
In VCE Product Design and Technology, students design and make three-dimensional 
products using materials. Students assume the role of a designer and are engaged in the 
design and development of a product that addresses a personal, local, or global problem, 
or that meets the needs and wants of a potential end-user/s. They apply their knowledge 
of design factors, design thinking, drawing, computer aided design and manufacturing 
techniques, and will evaluate their own product.

Areas of Study
• designing for end-user/s
• product development in industry
• designing for others

Assessment Items

• SACs

• SAT

Future Pathways
Fields such as Industrial, Transport, Service, Interior and Exhibition, Engineering, Fashion,
Furniture, Jewellery, Textile, Ceramics, Film and TV, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Media
Presenter, Multimedia, Set Designer, Theatrical Costume Designer, Photographer,
Publisher/Publishing, Industrial Designer, Industrial Engineer, Materials Engineer,
Mechanical Engineer, Prosthetist/Orthotist, Set Designer, Cabinetmaker, Carpenter/
Craftsperson, Patternmaker, Tradesperson - Fabrication, Engineering, Fitter, Installer,
Joiner, Systems Engineering Teacher, Product Design Teacher

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Product Design and Technology

Unit 4: Product Design and Technology
UNIT OVERVIEW
In VCE Product Design and Technology, students design and make three-dimensional 
products using materials. Students assume the role of a designer and are engaged in the 
design and development of a product that addresses a personal, local, or global problem, 
or that meets the needs and wants of a potential end-user/s. They apply their knowledge 
of design factors, design thinking, drawing, computer aided design and manufacturing 
techniques, and will evaluate their own product.

Areas of Study
• product analysis and comparison
• product manufacture
• product evaluation

Assessment Items

• SACs

• SAT

• exam

Future Pathways
Fields such as Industrial, Transport, Service, Interior and Exhibition, Engineering, Fashion,
Furniture, Jewellery, Textile, Ceramics, Film and TV, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Media
presenter, Multimedia, Set Designer, Theatrical Costume Designer, Photographer,
Publisher/Publishing, Industrial Designer, Industrial Engineer, Materials Engineer,
Mechanical Engineer, Prosthetist/Orthotist, Set Designer, Cabinetmaker, Carpenter/
Craftsperson, Patternmaker, Tradesperson - Fabrication, Engineering, Fitter, Installer,
Joiner, Systems Engineering Teacher, Product Design Teacher

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Product Design and Technology

Y12

E Elective Year Long
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Product Design - Textiles Unit 3&4Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Unit 3: Product Design - Textiles
UNIT OVERVIEW
Designers play an important part in our daily lives. They determine the form and function 
of the products we use. They transform ideas into drawings and plans for the creation and 
manufacture of useful products. In this unit students develop technical skills to present 
multiple solutions to everyday life situations. The students work is documented as part of 
the major folio task where they find a client or end-user that has a particular need or want, 
create a design brief whilst working in close consultation with this client or end-user to 
design, produce and finally evaluate their design that they have created.

Areas of Study
• designing for end user/s
• product development in industry

• designing for others

Assessment Items 

• SACs

• SAT

Future Pathways
Unit 4 Product Design – Textiles
Fashion Designer, Textile Designer, Fashion Design Assistant, Stylist, Visual Merchandising, 
Fashion Illustrator, Fashion Buyer, Pattern Maker, Fashion Forecasting, Fashion Journalism 
(Fashion Media), Fashion Public Relations, Fashion and Textiles Teacher

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Product Design – Textiles

Unit 4: Product Design - Textiles
UNIT OVERVIEW
Designers play an important part in our daily lives. They determine the form and function 
of the products we use. They transform ideas into drawings and plans for the creation and 
manufacture of useful products. In this unit students develop technical skills to present 
multiple solutions to everyday life situations. The students work is documented as part of 
the major folio task where they find a client or end-user that has a particular need or want, 
create a design brief whilst working in close consultation with this client or end-user to 
design, produce and finally evaluate their design that they have created.

Areas of Study
• product analysis and comparison
• product manufacture
• product evaluation

Assessment Items 

• SACs
• SAT
• exam

Future Pathways
Fashion Designer, Textile Designer, Fashion Design Assistant, Stylist, Visual Merchandising, 
Fashion Illustrator, Fashion Buyer, Pattern Maker, Fashion Forecasting, Fashion Journalism 
(Fashion Media), Fashion Public Relations, Fashion and Textiles Teacher

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Product Design – Textiles

Y12

E Elective Year Long
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Systems Engineering Unit 3&4Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Unit 3: Systems Engineering
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students study the engineering principles that are used to explain the 
physical properties of integrated systems and how they work. Students design 
and plan an operational, mechanical-electrotechnology integrated  and controlled 
system. Students commence work on the design, planning and construction of one 
substantial controlled integrated system. Students learn about sources and types of 
energy that enable engineered technological systems to function. This is a portfolio 
subject. It requires highly developed planning, documentation and evaluation skills.

Areas of Study

• integrated and controlled systems engineering design
• clean energy technologies

Assessment Items

• portfolio record of the planning and development of an electromechanical 
product or device in accordance with the systems engineering process

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Systems Engineering, Apprenticeships in Electrotechnology, Engineering 
Diploma and Degree pathways

Industrial Designer, Industrial Engineer, Jeweller, Materials Engineer, Mechanical
Engineer, Prosthetist/Orthotist, Set Designer, Cabinetmaker, Carpenter/
Craftsperson, Engineering, Tradesperson - Fabrication, Engineering, Fitter/installer,
Joiner, Systems Engineering Teacher

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Systems Engineering

Unit 4: Systems Engineering
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students complete the production work and test and evaluate 
the integrated controlled system they designed in Unit 3. Students use their 
investigations, design and planning to continue the fabrication of their mechanical-
electrotechnology integrated and controlled system using the Systems Engineering 
Process. Students expand their knowledge of new and emerging developments and 
innovations through their investigation of a specific new or emerging innovation, 
including its impacts. This is a portfolio subject. It requires highly developed 
planning, documentation and evaluation skills.

Areas of Study

• producing and evaluating integrated and controlled systems
• new and emerging technologies

Assessment Items

• portfolio record of the planning and development, manufacture and evaluation 
of an electromechanical product or device in accordance with the systems 
engineering process

• the product or device as presented in the portfolio
• exam

Future Pathways

Apprenticeships in Electrotechnology Engineering, Diploma and Degree pathways

Industrial Designer, Industrial Engineer, Jeweller, Materials Engineer, Mechanical
Engineer, Prosthetist/Orthotist, Set Designer, Cabinetmaker, Carpenter/
Craftsperson, Engineering, Tradesperson - Fabrication, Engineering, Fitter/installer,
Joiner, Systems Engineering Teacher

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Systems Engineering

Y12

E Elective Year Long
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Data Analytics Unit 3&4Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Unit 3: Data Analytics  
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students identify and extract data through the use of software tools 
such as database, spreadsheet and data visualisation software to create data 
visualisations or infographics. 

In Area of Study 1, students develop data visualisations and use appropriate 
software tools to present findings. 

In Area of Study 2, students propose a research question, prepare a project plan, 
collect and analyse data, and design infographics or dynamic data visualisations. 
Area of Study 2 forms the first part of the School-assessed Task (SAT) that is 
completed in Unit 4, Area of Study 1.

Areas of Study

• data analytics
• design of data visualisations
• project management

Assessment Items

• design and development of a database solution
• user flow diagrams
• acquisition and processing of a complex data set
• project plan

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Data Analytics

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Applied Computing

Unit 4: Data Analytics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students focus on determining the findings of a research question by 
developing infographics or dynamic data visualisations and the security strategies 
used by an organisation to protect data and information from threats.

In Area of Study 1, students develop the preferred design they prepared in Unit 3, 
Area of Study 2, into infographics or dynamic data visualisations, and evaluate the 
solutions and project plan. 

In Area of Study 2, students investigate security practices of an organisation. They 
examine the threats to data and information, evaluate security strategies and 
recommend improved strategies for protecting data and information.

Areas of Study

• development and evaluation of data
• visualisations
• project management
• cybersecurity

Assessment Items

• data visalisation
• report detailing evaluation of data
• visualisation and project plan
• cybersecurity recommendation
• exam

Future Pathways

Information Technology Courses

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Data Analytics

Y12

E Elective Year Long
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Software Development Unit 3&4Design and Digital Technologies

LEARNING AREAS DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Unit 3: Software Development  
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students develop working software modules using a programming 
language. 
In Area of Study 1 students develop a set of working modules through the use of a 
programming language. 
In Area of Study 2 students analyse a need or opportunity and design a software 
solution. Area of Study 2 forms the first part of the School-assessed Task (SAT) that 
is completed in Unit 4, Area of Study 1.

Areas of Study

• analysing information problems
• design and development of software
• programs
• project management

Assessment Items

• working software modules
• software requirements specification
• solution designs
• project plan

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Software Development

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Applied Computing

Unit 4: Software Development 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students focus on how the information needs of individuals and 
organisations are met through the creation of software solutions. They consider 
the risks to software and data during the software development process, as well as 
throughout the use of the software solution by an organisation.
In Area of Study 1 students develop their preferred design prepared in Unit 3, Area 
of Study 2, into a software solution and evaluate the solution and project plan. Area 
of Study 1 forms the second part of the School-assessed Task (SAT). 
In Area of Study 2 students examine the security practices of an organisation and 
the risks to software and data during the development and use of the software 
solutions. Students evaluate the current security practices and develop a risk 
management plan.

Areas of Study

• developing and evaluating software
• constraints and scope of software solutions
• cybersecurity

Assessment Items

• produce software solution
• report detailing evaluation of software solution and project plan
• cybersecurity recommendation
• exam

Future Pathways

Information Technology Courses

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Software Development

Y12

E Elective Year Long
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The discipline of English encourages students to appreciate, enjoy and use language. They develop a sense of its 
richness and its power to evoke feelings, to form and convey ideas, to inform, to discuss, to persuade, to entertain 
and to argue.
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English Communication -  
Semester 1
COURSE OVERVIEW
English Communication is designed for students with a particular strength or interest 
in applied learning. It may be suitable for students wanting to pursue a vocational 
pathway in Year 11 and 12, or to build up their skills for a VCE English pathway.

In Semester 1, Year 10 English Communication students explore a range of texts in 
print and electronic forms, including historical and contemporary literature, and issues 
in the media. They complete a variety of modified and scaffolded assessment tasks 
designed to strengthen foundational English skills in preparation for senior years.

Areas of Study

• language: knowing about the English language
• literature: understanding, appreciating, responding to, analysing and creating 

literature
• literacy: expanding the repertoire of English usage

Assessment Items

• reading and responding tasks
• speaking and listening tasks
• exam

Future Pathways

Year 10 English Communication Semester 2

English Communication - 
Semester 2
COURSE OVERVIEW
In Semester 2, Year 10 English Communication students explore and respond to a 
film text, as well as read and engage imaginatively and critically with mentor texts 
that model effective writing.  They complete a range of highly scaffolded written 
tasks, including text analysis, and writing for particular audiences and purposes. 
Many of these tasks mirror those they will encounter in VCE English and aim to help 
students understand the expectations of English in the senior years.

Areas of Study

• language: knowing about the English language
• literature: understanding, appreciating, responding to, analysing and creating 

literature
• literacy: expanding the repertoire of English usage

Assessment Items

• reading and responding tasks
• creating and presenting tasks
• exam

Future Pathways

Applied Learning Pathway - English Literacy 
 
Unit 1&2 VCE English (students in English Communication need to demonstrate 
high achievement to be considered for VCE English)

English CommunicationY10

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

LEARNING AREAS ENGLISH

Applied Learning Focus
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English - Semester 1
COURSE OVERVIEW
In Semester 1, Year 10 English students read and respond to a range of texts in 
print and electronic forms, including classic literature, and issues in the media. 
They complete an analytical response to text, a written analysis of a media text and 
deliver an oral point of view speech. These tasks mirror those they will encounter in 
VCE English.

Areas of Study

• language: knowing about the English language
• literature: understanding, appreciating, responding to, analysing and 

creating literature
• literacy: expanding the repertoire of English usage

Assessment Items

• reading and responding tasks
• speaking and listening tasks
• exam

Future Pathways

Year 10 English Semester 2 and/or Year 10 Literature and/or Year 10 English 
Language

English - Semester 2
COURSE OVERVIEW
In Semester 2, Year 10 English students explore and respond to a film text, as 
well as read and engage imaginatively and critically with mentor texts that model 
effective writing. They complete an analytical text response, create texts for 
particular audiences and purposes, and reflect on the writing process. These tasks 
mirror those they will encounter in VCE English.

Areas of Study

• language: knowing about the English language
• literature: understanding, appreciating, responding to, analysing and creating 

literature
• literacy: expanding the repertoire of English usage

Assessment Items

• reading and viewing tasks
• creating and presenting tasks
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 English and/or Unit 1&2 Literature and/or Unit 1&2 English Language

EnglishY10

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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English Language

English Language
COURSE OVERVIEW
In Year 10 English Language students are introduced to the fundamentals of 
linguistics and its use in a range of contexts. Students explore the nature, functions 
and modes of language with particular focus on the subsystems of morphology, 
lexicology and syntax. They also learn about the varied purposes of language 
and how particular choices help achieve these. The course is grounded in an 
exploration of the historical and social development of English and society’s 
attitudes towards these changes. Students are assessed on their analysis of written 
and spoken texts in short response tests, commentaries and essays.

Areas of Study
• What is language?
• How can we use language?
• Does language change?

Assessment Items
• reading and viewing tasks
• speaking and listening tasks
• exam

Future Pathways
Unit 1&2 English Language and/or Unit 1&2 English and/or Unit 1&2 Literature

Careers in Linguistics and Languages, Speech and Reading Therapy, Psychology, 
Communication-related fields

Recommendations for Entry

An average of 70% or above in Semester 1 Year 9 English AND recommendation 
from current English teacher.

EnglishY10

E Elective One Semester
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Literature

Literature
COURSE OVERVIEW
In Year 10 Literature students explore the ways in which the interactions between 
text and reader creates meaning. Drawing on a range of literary texts, students 
consider the relationships between authors, audiences and contexts. They analyse 
how the features and conventions of texts help to shape their meaning by engaging 
in close readings of the texts.

Students respond critically, creatively and reflectively to the ideas and concerns of 
texts and gain insights into how texts function as representations of the human 
experience.

Areas of Study

• close reading and analysis tasks 
• creative responses to texts
• close passage analysis

Assessment Items

• reading and viewing tasks
• creating and presenting tasks
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Literature and/or Unit 1&2 English and/or Unit 1&2 English Language

Careers in Writing, Journalism, Law, Psychology and Politics

Recommendations for Entry

An average of 70% or above in Semester 1 Year 9 English AND recommendation 

from current English teacher.

EnglishY10

E Elective One Semester
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English Unit 1&2

Unit 1: English
UNIT OVERVIEW
In Unit 1 English, students engage in reading and viewing texts with a focus on 
personal connections with the story. They explore the ideas and values presented 
by authors through their evocations of character, setting and plot, and consider 
the ways a text’s vocabulary, structures and language features create meaning. 
Students read and engage imaginatively and critically with mentor texts that model 
effective writing. Students employ and experiment with the qualities of effective 
writing in their own work, considering clear purpose, context and audiences for 
their writing, and through engaging with and expanding on ideas drawn from 
mentor texts.

Areas of Study

• reading and exploring texts
• crafting texts

Assessment Items

• personal response to a text
• two student-created texts
• description of the writing process
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 English

Prior Learning 

Year 10 English

Unit 2: English
UNIT OVERVIEW
In Unit 2 English, students develop their reading and viewing skills, deepening their 
capacity for inferential reading and viewing, to extend their writing in response 
to text. They engage with the ideas, concerns and tensions, and recognise ways 
vocabulary, text structures, language features and conventions work together to 
create meaning. They examine the ways readers understand a text’s historical 
context, and social and cultural values, and using their own cultural knowledge 
and experiences, they extend their observations into analytical and abstracted 
explorations. They analyse arguments and the use of persuasive language in texts, 
and   they create their own texts intended to position audiences. Students develop 
competence and confidence in creating written and oral texts.

Areas of Study

• reading and exploring texts
• exploring argument

Assessment Items

• analytical response to a set text
• written analysis of media texts
• oral presentation of a point of view
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 English

Prior Learning 

Unit 1 English

EnglishY11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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English Language Unit 1&2

Unit 1: English Language
UNIT OVERVIEW
In Unit 1 English Language students explore the nature of language and the various 
functions language performs in a range of contexts. They consider the properties 
that distinguish human communication as unique, the differences

between modes of spoken and written language, and the relationship between 
meaning and the rules that govern language use. Students explore, identify 
and describe primary aspects of the nature and functions of human language. 
Students also learn about child language acquisition and explore the similarities 
and differences between this and additional language acquisition. Students 
describe what children learn when they acquire language and discuss a range of 
perspectives on how language is acquired.

Areas of Study
• the nature and functions of language
• language acquisition

Assessment Items
• short answer tests
• analytical commentary
• exam

Future Pathways
Unit 2, 3&4 English Language

Prior Learning 
Year 10 English or Year 10 English Language 
 
Recommendations for Entry
An average of 70% or above in at least one Semester 1 Year 10 English (English, 
Literature or English Language) AND recommendation from current English teacher

Unit 2: English Language
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 2 English Language involves a study of how the English language has changed 
over time, from its origins to how it might continue to develop into the future. 
Students describe language change as represented in a range of texts and analyse 
a range of attitudes to language change. Students consider the effects of the global 
spread of English by learning about both the development and decline of languages 
as a result of English contact, the elevation of English as a global lingua franca and 
the cultural consequences of language contact. Students explore the ways English 
is used as an expression of culture in a range of literary, transactional and popular-
culture texts. Students describe and explain the effects of the global spread of 
English in terms of both conformity and diversity, through a range of spoken and 
written texts.

Areas of Study

• English across time
• Englishes in contact

Assessment Items

• short answer tests
• analytical commentary
• essay
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 English Language

Prior Learning 

Unit 1 English Language

EnglishY11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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Literature Unit 1&2EnglishY11

Unit 1: Literature
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students consider how language, structure and stylistic choices are used 
in different literary forms and types of text. They consider both print and non-print 
texts, reflecting on the contribution of form and style to meaning. They reflect on 
the degree to which points of view, experiences and contexts shape their own and 
others’ interpretations of text. Students also explore the concerns, ideas, style and 
conventions common to a distinctive type of literature seen in literary movements 
or genres. Students explore texts from the selected movement or genre, identifying 
and examining attributes, patterns and similarities that locate each text within that 
grouping.

Areas of Study
• reading practices
• exploration of literary movements and genres

Assessment Items
• close passage analysis and oral presentation
• creative response
• exam

Future Pathways
Unit 2, 3&4 Literature

Prior Learning 
Year 10 English or Year 10 Literature

Recommendations for Entry 
An average of 70% or above in at least one Semester 1 Year 10 English (English, 
Literature or English Language) AND recommendation from current English teacher

Unit 2: Literature
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the voices, perspectives and knowledge of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander authors and creators. They consider the interconnectedness 
of place, culture and identity through the experiences, texts and voices of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Students then focus on a set text from a different 
historical, social and cultural context. Students reflect on representations of a 
specific time period and/or culture within a text. They identify the language and the 
representations in the text that reflect the specific time period and/or culture, its ideas 
and concepts. They develop the ability to analyse language closely.

Areas of Study
• voices of country
• the text in its context

Assessment Items
• analytical essay
• close passage analysis
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Literature

Prior Learning 

Unit 1 Literature

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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English Unit 3&4

Unit 3: English
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students analyse how the features of selected texts create meaning 
and influence  interpretation. They identify and analyse explicit and implied ideas 
and values in texts, and develop and justify their own interpretations of the texts. 
Students respond to texts analytically and creatively. They analyse arguments and 
the use of persuasive language in a variety of media texts.

Areas of Study

• reading and creating texts
• analysing argument

Assessment Items

• analytical interpretation of text
• creative interpretation of text
• written analysis of media texts

Future Pathways

Unit 4 English

A Study Score of at least 25 in English is a prerequisite for most university  
courses; many courses in areas such as journalism or law require 30 or  
even 35.

Prior Learning 

Unit 1&2 English, English Language or Literature

Unit 4: English
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the meaningful connections between two texts to gain 
a deeper understanding of the ideas, issues and themes that reflect the world and 
human experiences. Students produce a written analysis comparing selected texts, 
discussing important similarities and differences and exploring how the texts deal 
with similar or related ideas, issues or themes from different perspectives to reflect 
particular values. Students also express their point of view in an oral presentation 
intended to position audiences about an issue currently debated in the media.

Areas of Study

• reading and comparing texts
• presenting argument

Assessment Items

• comparative interpretation of two texts
• oral point of view speech
• exam

Future Pathways

A Study Score of at least 25 in English is a prerequisite for most university courses; 
many courses in areas such as journalism or law require 30 or even 35.

Prior Learning 

Unit 3 English

EnglishY12

E Elective Year Long
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English Language Unit 3&4

Unit 3: English Language
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the ways different language users play with our 
linguistic expectations and social norms in order to achieve a variety of social 
purposes. In particular, we examine how informal variation to spoken and written 
language use can create intimacy and a sense of belonging or equality, whilst the 
use of formal language in spoken and written texts often fosters social distance, 
and reinforces authority or expertise.

Areas of Study

• informal language
• formal language

Assessment Items

• short answer question tests
• analytical commentary
• essay

Future Pathways

Unit 4 English Language

Fields such as Linguistics, the Arts, Sciences, Law, Politics, Trades, Education, 
Psychology, the study of other Languages, Speech and Reading Therapy, Journalism 
and Philosophy

Prior Learning 

Unit 1&2 English Language

Unit 4: English Language
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the ways language variation can reflect and construct 
important aspects of our identity. We examine the unique features of Australian 
English and explore how use of these can reinforce a sense of national identity, as 
well as how variation from these norms can indicate our broader cultural, social 
and individual sense of who we are. We examine a variety of ethnolects, sociolects 
and genderlects, and analyse how attitudes to these varieties typically reflect the 
society’s attitude to the groups who use them.

Areas of Study

• language variation in Australian society
• individual and group identities

Assessment Items

• short answer tests
• analytical commentaries
• essay
• exam

Future Pathways

Fields such as Linguistics, the Arts, Sciences, Law, Politics, Trades, Education, 
Psychology, the study of other Languages, Speech and Reading Therapy, Journalism 
and Philosophy

Prior Learning 

Unit 3 English Language

EnglishY12

E Elective Year Long
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Literature Unit 3&4EnglishY12

Unit 3: Literature
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students focus on how the form of a text contributes to its meaning. 
They explore the form of a text by constructing a close analysis. They then reflect 
on the extent to which adapting the text to a different form affects its meaning, 
comparing the original with the adaptation. Students then develop their own 
interpretations of a text, analysing how ideas, views and values are presented, 
and the ways these are endorsed or challenged through literary forms, features 
and language. Students then explore a supplementary reading that can enrich, 
challenge and/or contest the ideas and the views, values and assumptions of the 
text to further enhance their understanding.

Areas of Study

• adaptations and transformations
• developing interpretations

Assessment Items

• passage analysis
• comparative essay
• views and values response
• analysis of a supplementary reading

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Literature

Degree courses in Arts, Media, Journalism, Professional Writing, Law or Education

Prior Learning 

Unit 1&2 Literature

Unit 4: Literature
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students focus on the imaginative techniques used for creating and 
recreating a literary work. They use their knowledge of how the meaning of texts can 
change as context and form change to construct their own creative transformations 
of texts. They reflect critically on the literary form, features and language of a text, 
and discuss their own responses as they relate to the text, including the purpose and 
context of their creations. Students then focus on a detailed scrutiny of the language, 
style, concerns and construction of a text, attending closely to textual details to 
examine the ways specific passages in a text contribute to their overall understanding 
of the whole text, developing a close analysis.

Areas of Study

• creative responses to texts
• close analysis

Assessment Items

• creative and critical response
• passage analysis
• exam

Future Pathways

Degree courses in Arts, Media, Journalism, Professional Writing, Law or Education

Prior Learning 

Unit 3 Literature

E Elective Year Long
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English as an Additional Language Unit 3&4EnglishY12

Unit 3: English as an Additional 
Language
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students read and respond to texts analytically and creatively. 
They analyse arguments and the use of persuasive language in texts. They also 
develop skills in listening for the literal and inferential meaning in spoken texts.

Areas of Study

• reading and creating texts
• analysing argument
• listening to texts

Assessment Items

• analytical interpretation of text
• written analysis of media texts
• listening task

Future Pathways

Unit 4 English as an Additional Language

A Study Score of at least 30 in EAL is a prerequisite for most university courses; 
many courses in areas such as journalism or law require higher scores.

Prior Learning 

Unit 1&2 English, Literature or English Language

Unit 4: English as an Additional 
Language
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts. 
They create an oral presentation intended to position audiences about an issue 
currently debated in the media.

Areas of Study

• reading and comparing texts
• presenting argument

Assessment Items

• comparative interpretation of two texts
• oral point of view speech
• exam

Future Pathways

A Study Score of at least 30 in EAL is a prerequisite for most university courses; 
many courses in areas such as journalism or law require higher scores.

Prior Learning 

Unit 3 English as an Additional Language

E Elective Year Long
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YEAR 10

Exercise Science  58

Community Health and  
Recreation  58

General Health and  
Physical Education  59

Outdoor and  
Environmental Studies  59

YEAR 11

Health and Human  
Development Unit 1&2  60

Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies Unit 1&2  62

Physical Education Unit 1&2  63

YEAR 12

Health and Human  
Development Unit 3&4  65

Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies Unit 3&4  66

Physical Education Unit 3&4  67

VET options
Students are able to apply for 
the following Health and Physical 
Education VET courses in Year 10, 11  
or 12:

Health Services Assistance  
VET Certificate III 61

Sport and Recreation 
VET Certificate III 64Health and Physical Education focuses on students enhancing 

their own and others’ health, safety, wellbeing and physical activity 
participation in varied and changing contexts.

Health and Physical  
Education
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Exercise Science
COURSE OVERVIEW
Throughout completion of the Year 10 Exercise Science subject students will 
explore the relationship between anatomical, biomechanical and physiological 
principles of human movement. Students will also learn the basics of training 
methods and principles whereby they will learn to set personal fitness goals and 
develop an individual fitness training program as well as fitness programs for 
individual sports.

Areas of Study

• Body Systems - musculoskeletal system, cardiovascular, respiratory
• Energy Systems & Lactate Inflection Point
• fitness components
• training principles
• training methods
• fitness training program design

Assessment Items

• Skeletal and Muscular system test
• laboratory investigation report of energy systems  
• individual training program assessment task
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Physical Education

Community Health and Recreation
COURSE OVERVIEW

This Health and Physical Education (HPE) elective area explores the dimensions, 
aspects and measures of health and wellbeing. Students also develop an 
understanding of the elements of Australia’s health care system and its contribution 
to improving health. Students investigate the role and impact nutrition plays in the 
optimal growth and development for youth. 

Areas of Study
• dimensions and aspects of health and wellbeing 
• measurement of health status indicators
• nutrition for good health 
• Australian health care system

Assessment Items

• case study: health and wellbeing of Australians
• project: media influence on food selection
• test: Australia’s health care system
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Health and Human Development

Health and Physical EducationY10

E Elective One Semester E Elective One Semester
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General Health and Physical 
Education
COURSE OVERVIEW
General Health and Physical Education provides students with the knowledge, 
skills and behaviors to enable them to develop and maintain their physical, mental, 
social and emotional health. This unit focuses on the relationships between physical 
activity, sport, health and society. Students will look at the importance and physical 
activity and the influences on participation and trends through coaching in the lives 
of individuals and groups in the community.

Areas of Study

• coaching, game sense, tactics and strategies
• understanding the link between physical activity sport & exercise
• physical activity, sport and sedentary behavior in the community
• enablers & barriers on physical activity
• promotion of physical activity within our community
• skill development

Assessment Items

• peer coaching assessment task and reflective folio
• physical activity lab report
• practical participation
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Physical Education 
Unit 1&2 Health and Human Development 
Unit 1&2 Outdoor and Environmental Studies 
VET Sport and Recreation Certificate III

Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies
COURSE OVERVIEW
Students will investigate the range of motivations for interacting with outdoor 
environments and the factors that affect an individual’s access to outdoor 
experiences and relationships with outdoor environments, particularly through 
their involvement in practical recreation activities.

Through outdoor experiences, students develop practical skills and knowledge to 
help them play and live sustainably in outdoor environments.

Areas of Study

• characteristics of outdoor environments
• conservation and sustainability – minimal impacts
• recreation and leisure promotion
• practical activity / outdoor experiences

Assessment Items

• recreation and leisure promotional task
• practical activity preparation and reflection tasks
• folio tasks on motivations for outdoor experiences, humans and nature
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Outdoor and Environmental Studies
VET Sport and Recreation Certificate III

Health and Physical EducationY10

E Elective One Semester E Elective One Semester
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Health and Human Development Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Health and Human  
Development
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students are introduced to the concepts of health and wellbeing. As a 
foundation to the understanding of health, students investigate the World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) definition and also explore other interpretations. In this 
unit students identify personal perspectives and priorities relating to health and 
wellbeing, and enquire into factors that influence health attitudes, beliefs and 
practices, including among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. With a focus on 
youth, students consider their own health as individuals and as a cohort. They build 
health literacy through interpreting and using data, through investigating the role of 
food, and through extended inquiry into one youth health focus area.

Areas of Study

• health perspectives and influences
• health and nutrition
• youth health and wellbeing

Assessment Items

• a short written report
• oral presentation
• a visual presentation
• case study
• structured questions, including data analysis
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Health and Human Development

Prior Learning

Year 10 Community Health and Recreation

Unit 2: Health and Human  
Development
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students investigate transitions in health and wellbeing, and 
development, from lifespan and societal perspectives. This unit promotes the 
application of health literacy skills through an examination of adulthood as a time 
of increasing independence and responsibility, involving the establishment of 
long-term relationships, possible considerations of parenthood and management 
of health-related milestones and changes. Students enquire into the Australian 
healthcare system and extend their capacity to access and analyse health 
information. Students investigate the challenges and opportunities presented by 
digital media and health technologies, and consider issues surrounding the use of 
health data and access to quality health care.

Areas of Study

• developmental transitions
• health care in Australia

Assessment Items

• a short written report
• oral presentation
• a visual presentation
• case study
• structured questions, including data analysis
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Health and Human Development

Prior Learning

Year 10 Community Health and Recreation

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

Health and Physical EducationY11
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Health and Physical Education Health Services Assistance

III VET Certificate III 2 years

Y11 & Y12

HLT33115 Health Services  
Assistance
COURSE OVERVIEW
VCE/VET Health is completed over two years and includes Year 1 (Unit 1&2) and 
Year 2 (Unit 3&4).

This course has scored assessment for VCE students so students will receive a 
Study Score for the subject.

This course is designed to educate and engage students in the health services 
industry and act as a platform for employment or further study upon completion. 
Some of the key topics of this course include:
• an in-depth look at the Australian healthcare system
• interpreting and applying medical terminology
• assisting with movement
• responding to behaviours of concern
• healthy body systems
• infection prevention and control
• communicating with clients
• maintaining a high service of care

Possible Future Pathway Considerations

This course also provides students with medical related skills and knowledge 
and may appeal to those who are interested in pursuing higher education 
pathways in medical related fields including:
• doctors
• physiotherapists
• dieticians
• pathologists
• pharmacists
• health sciences

Recommendations for Entry

Either completed or set to complete one semester of Year 10 Community Health

Recommendations for Entry as an ALP

A combined average of 65% for all Learning Tasks across all Semester 1 subjects 

Areas of Study

The course is delivered over two years. The two-year program is as follows:

Year 1 Year 2
CHCCOM005 Communicate and work in
health or community services

HLTAAP001 Recognise healthy body 
systems

HLTWHS001 Participate in workplace health 
and safety

BSBMED301 Interpret and apply medical 
terminology appropriately

HLTINF001 Comply with infection prevention 
and control policies and procedures

CHCCCS009 Facilitate responsible  
behaviour

BSBWOR301 Organise personal work 
priorities and development

CHCPRP005 Engage with health 
professionals and the health system 

CHCCCS002 Assist with movement

CHCCCS010 Maintain a high standard of 
service

CHCCCS020 Respond effectively to 
behaviours of concern

HLTAID003 Provide first aid

SITXCOM002 Show social and cultural 
sensitivity

CHCDIV001 Work with diverse people

BSBINS302 Organise workplace information

BSBWOR204 Use business technology

RTO

iVET (40548) / onsite
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Unit 1: Outdoor and  
Environmental Studies
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit examines some of the ways in which humans understand and relate to 
nature through experiences of outdoor environments. The focus is on individuals 
and their personal responses to, and experiences of, outdoor environments. 
Students are provided with the opportunity to explore the many ways in which 
nature is understood and perceived. Students develop a clear understanding of the 
range of motivations for interacting with outdoor environments and the factors that 
affect an individual’s access to outdoor experiences and relationships with outdoor 
environments. Through outdoor experiences, students develop practical skills 
and knowledge to help them live sustainably in outdoor environments. Students 
understand the links between practical experiences and theoretical investigations, 
gaining insight into a variety of responses to, and relationships with, nature.

Areas of Study

• motivations for outdoor experiences
• influences on outdoor experiences

Assessment Items

• journal
• a case study/written responses
• area of study tests
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Outdoor and Environmental Studies

Prior Learning

Year 10 Outdoor and Environmental Studies

Unit 2: Outdoor and  
Environmental Studies
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit focuses on the characteristics of outdoor environments and different 
ways of understanding them, as well as the impact of humans on outdoor 
environments. In this unit students study the impact of nature on humans, and 
the ecological, social and economic implications of the impact of humans on 
outdoor environments. Students develop a clear understanding of the impact of 
technologies and changing human lifestyles on outdoor environments. Students 
examine a number of case studies of specific outdoor environments, including 
areas where there is evidence of human intervention. They develop the practical 
skills required to minimise the impact of humans on outdoor environments. 
Through practical experiences students are able to make comparisons between 
and to reflect upon outdoor environments, as well as to develop theoretical 
knowledge about natural environments.

Areas of Study

• investigating outdoor environments
• impacts on outdoor environments

Assessment Items

• journal
• data analysis/multimedia presentation
• area of study test
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Outdoor and Environmental Studies

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Outdoor and Environmental Studies

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

Outdoor and Environmental Studies Unit 1&2Health and Physical EducationY11
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Unit 1: Physical Education
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore how the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems 
work together to produce movement. Through practical activities students explore 
the relationships between the body systems and physical activity, sport and exercise, 
and how the systems adapt and adjust to the demands of the activity. Students 
investigate the role and function of the main structures in each system and how 
they respond to physical activity, sport and exercise. They explore how the capacity 
and functioning of each system acts as an enabler or barrier to movement and 
participation in physical activity. Using a contemporary approach, students evaluate 
the social, cultural and environmental influences on movement. They consider the 
implications of the use of legal and illegal practices to improve the performance of 
the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems, evaluating perceived benefits 
and describing potential harms. They also recommend and implement strategies to 
minimise the risk of illness or injury to each system.

Areas of Study
• How does the musculoskeletal system work to produce movement?
• How does the cardiorespiratory system function at rest and during physical 

activity?

Assessment Items
• written, oral and laboratory reports
• tests
• case study analysis
• video analysis
• media analysis
• exam

Future Pathways
Unit 2, 3&4 Physical Education or Health and Human Development

Prior Learning
Year 10 Advanced Fitness

Unit 2: Physical Education
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit develops students’ understanding of physical activity, sport and society from 
a participatory perspective. Students are introduced to types of physical activity and 
the role participation in physical activity and sedentary behaviour plays in their own 
health and wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives in different population groups. 
Students apply various methods to assess physical activity and sedentary behaviour 
levels at the individual and population level, and analyse the data in relation to 
physical activity and sedentary behaviour guidelines.

Areas of Study
• Practices – What are the relationships between physical activity, sport, health and 

society?
• Lifestyles – What are the contemporary issues associated with physical activity and 

sport?

Assessment Items
• written plan/reflective folio
• multimedia presentation
• written/oral presentation
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Physical Education or Health and Human Development

Prior Learning
Unit 1 Physical Education

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

Physical Education Unit 1&2Health and Physical EducationY11
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Health and Physical Education Sport and Recreation

III VET Certificate III 2 years

Y11 & Y12

SIS30115 Sport and Recreation
COURSE OVERVIEW
Certificate III in Sport and Recreation provides students with the skills and 
knowledge to work and/or study in the Sport and Recreation industry. In Unit 1&2, 
students look at a range of competencies. These include conditioning for sport, 
how to book athlete travel, conducting instructional and non-instructional sport 
fitness and recreation sessions, whilst also including teaching the fundamental 
skills of a sport and implementing sports injury prevention. Unit 3&4 offers scored 
assessment and includes core units such as plan and conduct sport and recreation 
sessions and hazard identification, risk assessment and risk control. 

Students who complete Certificate III in Sport and Recreation will be eligible for up 
to three units of credit towards their VCE at Unit 1&2 level and up to three units of 
credit towards their VCE at Unit 3&4 level including a Unit 3&4 sequence. Students 
wishing to receive an ATAR contribution for the Unit 3&4 sequence must undertake 
scored assessment for the purposes of achieving a study score. This study score 
can contribute directly to the ATAR, either as one of the student’s best four studies 
(the primary four) or as a fifth or sixth study.

Possible Future Pathway Considerations

Sport and Sports Management related fields

Recommendations for Entry

Either completed or set to complete one semester of Year 10 General PE, Year 10 
Advanced Fitness or Year 10 Outdoor Education

Recommendations for Entry as an ALP

A combined average of 65% for all Learning Tasks across all Semester 1 subjects

Areas of Study
The course is delivered over a two-year period. The two-year program is as follows.

Year 1 Year 2
BSBWOR301 Organise personal work 
priorities and development

BSBWHS303 Participate in WHS hazard 
identification, risk assessment and risk 
control

HLTWHS001 Participate in workplace 
health and safety

SISXCAI006 Facilitate groups

SISXCAI003 Conduct non-instructional 
sport, fitness or recreation sessions

SISSSCO001 Conduct sport coaching 
sessions with foundation level 
participants

HLTAID011 Provide first aid SISXCAI004 Plan and conduct 
programs

ICTWEB201 Use social media tools for 
collaboration and engagement

SISXRES002 Educate user groups

SISXEMR001 Respond to emergency 
situations

SISXCCS001 Provide quality service

SISXCAI001 Provide equipment for 
activities

BSBWOR204 Use business technology

SISXFAC001 Maintain equipment for
activities

 
Note: courses and electives are subject to change at short notice.

RTO

Savile (45452) / onsite
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Unit 3: Health and Human  
Development
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit looks at health, wellbeing and illness as multidimensional, dynamic and 
subject to different interpretations and contexts. Students begin to explore health 
and wellbeing as a global concept and to take a broader approach to inquiry. As 
they consider the benefits of optimal health and wellbeing and its importance as an 
individual and a collective resource, their thinking extends to health as a universal 
right. Students look at the fundamental conditions required for health improvement, 
as stated by the World Health Organization (WHO). Area of Study 2 focuses on health 
promotion and improvements in population health over time. Students look at 
various public health approaches and the interdependence of different models.

Areas of Study
• understanding health and wellbeing
• promoting health and wellbeing

Assessment Items
Each outcome is assessed using one or more of the following:
• short written report: media analysis, research inquiry, blog, case study analysis
• oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast
• a visual presentation: graphic organiser, concept/mind map, annotated poster, 

digital presentation
• structured questions, including data analysis

Future Pathways
Unit 4 Health and Human Development
Health Promotion, Community Health Research and Policy Development, 
Humanitarian Aid Work, Allied Health Practices, Education and Health Professions

Prior Learning
Unit 1&2 Health and Human Development.

Unit 4: Health and Human  
Development
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit examines health and wellbeing, and human development in a global 
context. Students use data to investigate health status and burden of disease in 
different countries, exploring factors that contribute to health inequalities between 
and within countries, including the physical, social and economic conditions in 
which people live. They consider the health implications of increased globalisation 
and worldwide trends relating to climate change, digital technologies, world trade 
and the mass movement of people. Area of Study 2 looks at global action to 
improve health and wellbeing and human development, focusing on the United 
Nations’ (UN’s) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the work of the World 
Health Organization (WHO). Students also investigate the role of non-government 
organisations and Australia’s overseas aid program.

Areas of Study
• health and wellbeing in a global context
• health and the Sustainable Development Goals

Assessment Items
Each outcome is assessed using one or more of the following:
• short written report: media analysis, research inquiry, blog, case study analysis
• oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast
• a visual presentation: graphic organiser, concept/mind map, annotated poster, 

digital presentation
• structured questions, including data analysis
• exam

Future Pathways
Health Promotion, Community Health Research and Policy Development, 
Humanitarian Aid Work, Allied Health Practices, Education and Health Professions

Prior Learning
Unit 3 Health and Human Development.

E Elective Year Long

Health and Human Development Unit 3&4Health and Physical EducationY12

LEARNING AREAS 65HOMEHEALTH AND PE



Unit 3: Outdoor and  
Environmental Studies
UNIT OVERVIEW
The focus of this unit is the ecological, historical and social contexts of relationships 
between humans and outdoor environments in Australia. Case studies of a range of 
impacts on outdoor environments are examined in the context of the changing nature 
of human relationships with outdoor environments in Australia.

Students consider a number of factors that influence relationships with outdoor 
environments. They also examine the dynamic nature of relationships between 
humans and their environment.

Students are involved in a range of experiences in different outdoor environments 
across Western Victoria, including bushwalking, mountain bike riding, camping, 
canoeing, stand-up paddle boarding, rock climbing, zip-lining, photography and 
environmental action.

Areas of Study
• historical relationships with the environment
• relationships with Australian environments since 1990

Assessment Items
• journal
• case study
• tests
• data analysis
• written reports
• multimedia presentations

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Outdoor and Environmental Studies

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Outdoor and Environmental Studies

E Elective Year Long

Outdoor and Environmental Studies Unit 3&4Health and Physical EducationY12

Unit 4: Outdoor and  
Environmental Studies
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the sustainable use and management of outdoor 
environments. They examine the contemporary state of environments in Australia, 
consider the importance of healthy outdoor environments, and examine the issues 
relating to the capacity of outdoor environments to support the future needs of the 
Australian population. Students examine the importance of developing a balance 
between human needs and the conservation of outdoor environments and consider 
the skills needed to be environmentally responsible citizens. They investigate current 
acts and conventions as well as management strategies for achieving and maintaining 
healthy and sustainable environments in contemporary Australian society. Students 
engage in a range of related experiences in outdoor environments across Victoria 
including bushwalking, horse riding, sea kayaking, surfing, camping, zip-lining, stand-up 
paddle boarding, high-ropes courses, photography and environmental action.

Areas of Study
• What are the foundations of an effective training program?
• How is training implemented effectively to improve fitness?

Assessment Items
• journal
• case study
• tests
• data analysis
• written reports
• multimedia presentations

Future Pathways

Adventure Activity Instructor, Ecotourism, Outdoor Education, Park Ranger/ 
Landcare Worker, Firefighter

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Outdoor and Environmental Studies
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Unit 3: Physical Education
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit introduces students to the biomechanical and skill acquisition 
principles used to analyse human movement skills and energy production from 
a physiological perspective. Students use a variety of tools to analyse movement 
skills and apply biomechanical and skill acquisition principles to improve and 
refine movement in physical activity. They use practical activities to demonstrate 
how correct application of these principles can lead to improved performance 
in physical activity and sport. Students investigate the relative contribution and 
interplay of the three energy systems to performance in physical activity, sport and 
exercise. Students explore the causes of fatigue and consider different strategies 
used to postpone fatigue and promote recovery.

Areas of Study

• How are movement skills improved?
• How does the body produce energy?

Assessment Items

Each outcome is assessed using one or more of the following:
• a practical laboratory report
• a case study analysis
• a data analysis
• a critically reflective folio/diary of participation in practical activities
• a visual presentation
• a multimedia presentation
• structured questions

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Physical Education
Exercise Science, Human Movement, Nursing, Applied and Physical Science

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Physical Education

Unit 4: Physical Education
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students analyse movement skills from a physiological, psychological 
and sociocultural perspective, and apply relevant training principles and methods 
to improve performance within physical activity at an individual, club and elite level. 
Improvements in performance, in particular fitness, depend on the ability of the 
individual and/or coach to gain, apply and evaluate knowledge and understanding 
of training. Students analyse skill frequencies, movement patterns, heart rates and 
work to rest ratios to determine the requirements of an activity. Students consider 
the physiological, psychological and sociological requirements of training to design 
and evaluate an effective training program. Students critique the effectiveness 
of the implementation of training principles and methods to meet the needs of 
the individual, and evaluate the chronic adaptations to training from a theoretical 
perspective.

Areas of Study

• What are the foundations of an effective training program?
• How is training implemented effectively to improve fitness?

Assessment Items

Each outcome is assessed using one or more of the following:
• a written report
• a case study analysis
• a data analysis
• a critically reflective folio
• structured questions
• exams

Future Pathways

Exercise Science, Human Movement, Nursing, Applied and Physical Science

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Physical Education

E Elective Year Long

Physical Education Unit 3&4Health and Physical EducationY12
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YEAR 10

Accounting and Business  
Management   69

Economics and Politics   69

Geography   70

History    70

Legal Studies  71

Industry and Enterprise Unit 1   72

YEAR 11

Modern History Unit 1&2  74

Industry and Enterprise  
Unit 1&2    75

Accounting Unit 1&2   76

Australian and Global Politics  
Unit 1&2    77

Business Management  
Unit 1&2    78

Economics Unit 1&2   79

Geography Unit 1&2   80

Legal Studies Unit 1&2  81

Philosophy Unit 1&2  82

Sociology Unit 1&2  83

YEAR 12

Accounting Unit 3&4   84

Business Management  
Unit 3&4    85

Economics Unit 3&4   86

Global Politics Unit 3&4   87

History: Revolutions Unit 3&4   88

Legal Studies Unit 3&4   89

Geography Unit 3&4   90

Philosophy Unit 3&4  91 

Sociology Unit 3&4   92

The Humanities provide a framework for students to examine the complex processes that have shaped the modern 
world and to investigate responses to different challenges including people’s interconnections with the environment.

Humanities

VET options
Students are able to apply for the 
following Humanities VET courses 
in Year 10, 11 or 12:

Certificate II Small Business 73
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Accounting and Business  
Management
COURSE OVERVIEW
Students will explore factors that influence major consumer and financial decisions, 
the way businesses organise themselves to improve productivity and how they 
respond to changing economic conditions. Students will also analyse data in 
different formats, explore accounting skills to prepare them  for VCE and learn to 
use business concepts and language.

Areas of Study

• Business Management
• Accounting

Assessment Items

• research reports
• tests
• practical assessments
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Business Management and Accounting

Unit 1&2 Accounting

Economics and Politics
COURSE OVERVIEW
Economics: Students will study indicators of economic performance, the 
performance of the Australian economy, the links between economic performance 
and living standards, and the way governments manage the economy to improve 
economic performance and living standards. 

Politics: Students will study institutions of global governance including the United 
Nations, International Monetary Fund, World Trade Organisation, Transnational 
Corporations, concepts such as the state, sovereignty, globalisation, power as 
well as global political issues such as human rights, terrorism, arms control and 
disarmament.

Areas of Study

• Economics: indicators of economic performance and government policy
• Politics: key global actors and key global issues

Assessment Items

• research reports
• tests
• practical assessments
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Economics 

Unit 1&2 Australian and Global Politics

E Elective One Semester E Elective One Semester

HumanitiesY10
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Geography
COURSE OVERVIEW
Students explore environmental change and management by studying different 
approaches to the environment. They also apply geographical skills, concepts and 
language throughout their studies. Students also explore the ways that humans 
interact with the environment by studying a specific region.

Areas of Study

• environmental change and management
• geographies of human wellbeing

Assessment Items

• research reports
• tests 
• practical assessments
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Geography

Unit 1&2 Outdoor and Environmental Studies

History
COURSE OVERVIEW
Students will examine the relationship between Australia and Asia over time 
including key features, events, significant people and perspectives. They will also 
study the significance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the civil 
rights movement. Finally, students will explore their choice of one major global 
influence that has shaped Australian society, including significant post-World War II 
events and developments.

Students will be able to select one of the following topics:

Popular culture, the Environment Movement, Migration Experiences or Political 
Crisis.

Areas of Study

• Australia and Asia
• rights and freedoms
• the globalising world

Assessment Items

• historical essay
• group presentation
• multi-media portfolio
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Twentieth Century History 

Unit 1&2 Australian and Global Politics

E Elective One Semester E Elective One Semester

HumanitiesY10
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Legal Studies
COURSE OVERVIEW
In Year 10 students will explore topics such as the Victorian parliament and 
Commonwealth Parliament. Students will also investigate the need for law, crime in 
Victoria, areas of civil law and relevant case studies. Students will also explore civil 
and criminal court procedure, criminal sanctions and civil remedies. 

Areas of Study

• criminal law
• civil law
• parliament as a law maker

Assessment Items

• tests
• extended responses
• research tasks
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Legal Studies

E Elective One Semester

HumanitiesY10
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Industry and Enterprise Unit 1

Unit 1: Industry and Enterprise
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course prepares students for effective workplace participation. Students 
develop work-related skills by actively exploring their individual career goals and 
pathways. Students examine the diverse contexts in which work takes place in 
Australian society by investigating a range of work settings.

After completing the relevant occupational health and safety (OH&S) induction 
program, students demonstrate the practical application of their work-related skills 
by completing at least 35 hours of structured workplace learning (work experience). 

Areas of Study

• building a career pathway
• developing work-related skills
• workplace effectiveness

Assessment Items

• career investigation
• workplace learning report
• work-related issue investigation
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Industry and Enterprise

E Elective One Semester

HumanitiesY10
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Humanities Small Business II VET Certificate II Year LongY11 & Y12

22480VIC Small Business  
(Operations/Innovation)
COURSE OVERVIEW
Certificate II Small Business (Operations/Innovation) provides students with the 
knowledge and skills to enhance their employment prospects in a  small business. 
The program is a state accredited curriculum that offers  full completion of a 
certificate II vocational education qualification.

Areas of Study

• small business policies and procedures
• professional skills for small business environments
• small business operations and innovation
• small business planning
• quality and change processes
• financial activities of a small business

Assessment Items

• business document portfolios
• research assignments
• major project

Possible Future Pathway Considerations

The Certificate II Small Business program aims to enable participants to  gain a 
recognised credential and to make an informed choice of vocation or career path.

Students undertaking Certificate II Small Business are also eligible for up to three 
units at Unit 1&2 level and a VCE Unit 3&4 sequence.

Areas of Study

The course is delivered over a two-year period as follows. Please note: courses and 
electives are subject to change at short notice.

Year 1 Year 2
VU22522 Identify small business 
policies and procedures

VU22521 Develop elementary skills for 
small business environments

VU22523 Undertake basic market 
research and promotion for a small 
business product or service

VU22524 Participate in small business 
quality processes

BSBWHS201 Contribute to health and 
safety of self and others

VU22526 Follow procedures for 
routine financial activities of a small 
business

FNSFLT301 Be MoneySmart SITXCCS006 Provide service to 
customers

VU22520 Contribute to small business 
operations and innovation

ICTWEB201 Use social media tools for 
collaboration and engagement

VU22527 Contribute to small business 
planning

VU22525 Assist with the presentation 
of public activities and events

RTO

Ripponlea (21230) / onsite
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Twentieth Century History  Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Modern History
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students study the significant changes and events of the early twentieth century 
from the conclusion of World War I to the beginning of World War Two. The course 
focuses on the emergence of communism and fascism in the early twentieth 
century and explores how these political ideologies impacted on the political, 
cultural and social life. Students study Weimar and Nazi Germany, the Soviet Union 
and the increasingly unstable political situation in Europe leading up to the war. 
Students also study economic, social and cultural change with a focus on race, 
gender and class. 

Areas of Study

• change and conflict
• social and cultural change

Assessment Items

• analysis of primary sources
• analysis of historical interpretations
• essay
• historical inquiry
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2 Modern History 

Unit 3&4 History: Revolutions

Prior Learning

Year 10 History

Unit 2: Modern History
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students study the period from the end of World War II to the collapse of the USSR 
and the end of the Cold War. Students look at the Cold War, competing ideologies, 
the conflicts and the impact on people and nations. Students also study challenges 
to authority and social change during the 1960s and 1970s. They also study 
decolonisation, the movement towards independent nation-states and social and 
political movements such as the civil rights movement. 

Areas of Study

• causes, course and consequences of the Cold War
• challenge and change

Assessment Items

• analysis of primary sources
• analysis of historical interpretations
• essay
• historical inquiry
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 History: Revolutions

Prior Learning
Unit 1 Modern History

E Elective Semester 1

HumanitiesY11

E Elective Semester 2
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Industry and Enterprise  Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Industry and Enterprise 
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course prepares students for effective workplace participation. Students 
develop work-related skills by actively exploring their individual career goals and 
pathways. Students examine the diverse contexts in which work takes place in 
Australian society by investigating a range of work settings.

After completing the relevant occupational health and safety (OH&S) induction 
program, students demonstrate the practical application of their work-related skills 
by completing at least 35 hours of structured workplace learning (work experience). 

Areas of Study

• building a career pathway
• developing work-related skills
• workplace effectiveness

Assessment Items

• career investigation
• workplace learning report
• work-related issue investigation
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2,3&4 Industry and Enterprise

Unit 2: Industry and Enterprise 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the development of enterprising behaviour, leadership 
and innovation in different settings within industry and in the context of significant 
issues faced by industry.

Students learn that enterprising and leadership behaviours are vital for success 
in diverse personal, work and community settings.  Students investigate the 
characteristics and qualities of successful entrepreneurs in different settings, and 
investigate the relationship between leadership behaviour and the development of 
an individual’s work-related skills. 

Areas of Study

• enterprising individuals and leadership
• enterprise and innovation in industry
• industry issues

Assessment Items

• an industry investigation and profile
• a test
• a case study
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Industry and Enterprise

Bachelor courses in Business or Commerce

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Industry and Enterprise

E Elective Semester 1

HumanitiesY11

E Elective Semester 2
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Accounting  Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Accounting 
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit explores the establishment of a business and the role of accounting in the 
determination of business success or failure. In this, it considers the importance of 
accounting information to stakeholders. 

Students analyse, interpret and evaluate the performance of the business using 
financial and non-financial information and take into account the range of ethical 
considerations faced by business owners. 

They use these evaluations to make recommendations regarding the suitability of a 
business as an investment. Students also record financial data and prepare reports 
for service businesses owned by sole proprietors. 

Areas of Study

• the role of accounting
• recording financial data and reporting accounting information for a service 

business

Assessment Items

• tests
• case study
• assignment
• exam

Future Pathways
Unit 2, 3&4 Accounting
These courses prepare students for university degrees in Accounting or Business.

Prior Learning

Year 10 Accounting and Business Management

Unit 2: Accounting 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students develop their knowledge of the accounting process for sole 
proprietors operating a trading business, with a focus on inventory, accounts 
receivable, accounts payable and non-current assets. Students use manual 
processes and ICT, including spreadsheets, to prepare historical and budgeted 
accounting reports.

Students analyse and evaluate the performance of the business relating to 
inventory, accounts receivable, accounts payable and non-current assets. They 
use relevant financial and other information to predict, budget and compare the 
potential effects of alternative strategies on the performance of the business. 

Areas of Study

• recording financial data and reporting accounting information
• ICT in accounting
• evaluation of business performance

Assessment Items

• tests
• case study and student presentations
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Accounting

These courses prepare students for university degrees in Accounting or Business.

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Accounting

E Elective Semester 1

HumanitiesY11

E Elective Semester 2
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Australian and Global Politics  Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Australian and Global Politics 

UNIT OVERVIEW
Students are introduced to the study of politics as the exercise of power by 
individuals, groups and nation-states. Students consider key concepts related 
to power and influence, types of power, political ideology and values, political 
involvement and active citizenship. The nature of, and philosophical ideas behind 
democracy are studied, as well as the operation and nature of contemporary 
Australian representative democracy. Students examine the reasons why people 
seek political power, the characteristics of successful political activists and leaders, 
and the political ideas that motivate them. The ways in which political power is 
exercised and how that power is challenged and resisted by others is explored. 
Students also examine the role and influence of political movements such as 
indigenous rights and environmental movements.

Areas of Study

• power, politics and democracy
• exercising and challenging power

Assessment Items

• short answer tests
• essays
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2 Australian and Global Politics, Unit 3&4 Global Politics 

University Degree or TAFE diploma in fields including Law, Economics, Commerce, 
Arts International Relations

Prior Learning

Year 10 Economics and Politics

Unit 2: Australian and Global Politics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit focuses on the contemporary international community. Students examine 
their place within this community and the debate over the existence of the 
‘global citizen’. Students explore the myriad ways their lives have been affected 
by globalisation. Students also consider the extent to which the notion of an 
international community exists, and investigate its ability to manage areas of global 
cooperation and respond to issues of global conflict and instability. To develop 
knowledge and understanding of the effectiveness of the international community 
students investigate at least two examples of contemporary global cooperation 
(such as the environment, health, refugees and asylum seekers and human rights) 
and at least two examples of contemporary global conflict (such as war, genocide, 
separatist movements, terrorism, border disputes and organised crime). 

Areas of Study

• global threads
• global cooperation and conflict.

Assessment Items

• short answer tests
• essays
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Global Politics

University degree or TAFE diploma in fields including Law, Economics, Commerce, 
Arts International Relations

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Australian and Global Politics

E Elective Semester 1

HumanitiesY11

E Elective Semester 2
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Business Management  Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Business Management 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the factors affecting business ideas and  the internal 
and external environments within which businesses operate, and the effect of these 
on planning a business.

Areas of Study

• the business idea
• internal business environment and planning
• external business environment and planning

Assessment Items

• short answer tests
• case studies
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Business Management 

Bachelor of Commerce

Bachelor of Communications

Bachelor of International Business

Prior Learning

Year 10 Business and Accounting 

Unit 2: Business Management 
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit focuses on the establishment phase of a business’s life. Establishing a 
business involves complying with legal requirements as well as making decisions 
about how best to establish a system of financial record keeping, staff the business 
and establish a customer base. They investigate the features of effective marketing 
and consider the best way to meet the needs of the business in terms of staffing. 
Students analyse various management practices in this area by applying this 
knowledge to contemporary business case studies. 

Areas of Study

• legal requirements and financial considerations
• marketing a business
• staffing a business

Assessment Items

• short answer tests
• case studies
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Business Management 

Bachelor of Commerce

Bachelor of Communications 

Bachelor of International Business

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Business Management

E Elective Semester 1

HumanitiesY11

E Elective Semester 2
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Economics  Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Economics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students examine basic economic models where consumers and businesses 
engage in mutually beneficial transactions, and investigate the motivations behind 
both consumer and business behaviour. 

Students use demand and supply models to explain changes in prices and 
quantities traded. Through close examination of one or more markets, they gain 
insight into the factors that may affect the way resources are allocated in an 
economy and how market power can affect efficiency and living standards.

Students analyse how the theories and observations of behavioural economics 
have been used by government in planning and implementing policy, and by 
businesses in managing their relationships with consumers.

Areas of Study

• thinking like an economist
• decision making in markets
• behavioural economics

Assessment Items
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following: 
• an analysis of written, visual and statistical evidence
• problem-solving tasks
• case studies
• economic simulation activities
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2 Economics

Prior Learning

Year 10 Economics and Politics

Unit 2: Economics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students consider the link between economic activity and economic growth and 
investigate the importance of economic growth in raising living standards. They 
evaluate the benefits and costs of continued economic growth and consider the 
extent to which our current measurements of living standards are adequate.

Students undertake an applied economic analysis of two contemporary economics 
issues from a local, national and international perspective. They use the tools of 
data collection, analysis, synthesis and evaluation to examine the issue through an 
economics lens. Students consider the perspectives of relevant economic agents and 
evaluate the validity and effectiveness of individual and collective responses to issues.

Areas of Study

• economic activity
• applied economic analysis of local, national and international economic issues

Assessment Items

Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following: 
• an analysis of written, visual and statistical evidence
• a folio of applied economic exercises
• problem-solving tasks
• case studies
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Economics

Prior Learning

Year 10 Economics and Politics

Unit 1 Economics

E Elective Semester 1

HumanitiesY11

E Elective Semester 2
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Geography  Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Geography  
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit investigates the geographic characteristics of natural environments and 
landforms and the natural processes that shape and change the Earth’s surface. 
It investigates how the interactions between natural processes and human 
activities can also change natural environments. The world’s physical environments 
are composed of four natural systems: atmosphere, biosphere, lithosphere, 
hydrosphere, which are fundamental to the operation of all interactions within 
the environment. There are few places in the world where only natural processes 
operate. Human activities interact with natural processes, each affecting the other. 
The nature of change caused by the interaction between natural processes and 
human activities varies at a range of scales, over space and over time. 

Areas of Study

• characteristics of natural environments
• changes in natural environments

Assessment Items

• fieldwork report
• multimedia presentation
• research report
• test
• exam

Future Pathways
Unit 2, 3&4 Geography

Prior Learning

Year 10 Geography

Unit 2: Geography  
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit investigates the characteristics of rural and urban environments which are 
developed by human activities and their interactions with natural environments. 
Rural and urban environments vary significantly from place  to place and across a 
variety of scales.

Rural and urban environments are significant because they are the locations where 
people live. Their presence creates settlements which vary in size  and complexity 
from individual farm houses to small villages, regional towns, large metropolitan 
cities and mega cities. 

Areas of Study

• characteristics of human environments
• changes in human environments

Assessment Items

• fieldwork and research reports
• multimedia presentation
• test and an exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Geography

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Geography

E Elective Semester 1

HumanitiesY11

E Elective Semester 2
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Legal Studies  Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Legal Studies 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Legal Studies students develop an understanding of legal foundations, such as the 
different types and sources of law and the existence of a court hierarchy in Victoria. 
Students investigate key concepts of criminal and civil law and apply these to 
actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to determine culpability and liability. Students 
develop an appreciation of the way in which legal principles and information are 
used in making reasoned judgements and conclusions.

Areas of Study

• legal foundations
• the presumption of innocence
• civil liability

Assessment Items

• short answer questions
• case studies
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Legal Studies

Law, Criminal Justice, Criminology, Policing, Para-Legal, Arts, Psychology, Forensic 
Science, Human Rights, Sociology, Politics

Prior Learning

Any Humanities subject

Unit 2: Legal Studies  
UNIT OVERVIEW
Legal Studies students undertake a detailed investigation of two criminal cases and 
two civil cases from the past four years to form a judgement about the ability of 
sanctions and remedies to achieve the principles of justice. Students develop their 
understanding of the way rights are protected in Australia and in another country, 
and possible reforms to the protection of rights. 

Areas of Study

• sanctions
• remedies
• rights

Assessment Items

• case studies
• short answer questions
• research task
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Legal Studies

Law, Criminal Justice, Criminology, Policing, Para-Legal, Arts, Psychology, Forensic 
Science, Human Rights, Sociology, Politics

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Legal Studies

E Elective Semester 1

HumanitiesY11

E Elective Semester 2
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Philosophy  Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Philosophy 
UNIT OVERVIEW
What is the nature of reality? How can we acquire certain knowledge? These are 
some of the questions that have challenged humans for millennia and underpin 
ongoing endeavours in areas as diverse as science, justice and the arts. This unit 
engages students with fundamental philosophical questions through active, guided 
investigation and critical discussion of two key areas of philosophy: epistemology 
and metaphysics. The emphasis is on philosophical inquiry – ‘doing philosophy’ – 
and hence the study and practice of techniques of logic are central to this unit. 

Areas of Study

• on the material mind
• on the existence and nature of God
• on materialism and idealism

Assessment Items

• essay
• written analysis
• short-answer responses
• test

Future Pathways

Unit 2 Philosophy 

Unit 3&4 Philosophy

Unit 2: Philosophy  
UNIT OVERVIEW
Questions of value: What are the foundations of our judgments about value? What 
is the relationship between different types of value? How, if at all, can particular 
value judgments be defended or criticised? This unit invites students to explore 
these questions in relation to different categories of value judgment within the 
realms of morality, political and social philosophy and aesthetics. Students also 
explore ways in which viewpoints and arguments in value theory can inform and be 
informed by contemporary debates. 

Areas of Study

• ethics and moral philosophy
• on moral psychology
• on right and wrong

Assessment Items

• essay
• written analysis
• short-answer responses
• test

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Philosophy

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Philosophy

E Elective Semester 1

HumanitiesY11

E Elective Semester 2

• written reflection
• written exercises
• presentations (oral, multimedia)
• dialogue (oral, written)
• exam

• written reflection
• written exercises
• presentations (oral, multimedia)
• dialogue (oral, written)
• exam
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Sociology Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Sociology  
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit uses sociological methodology to explore the social category of youth 
and the social institution of family. Sociologists draw on methods of science to 
understand how and why people behave the way they do when they interact in a 
group. Sociology attempts to understand human society from a holistic point of view, 
including consideration of society’s composition, how it is reproduced over time and 
the differences between societies.

Area of Study 1 explores the way youth is constructed as a social category, in the 
light of differing experiences of young people. There is a range of potential negative 
impacts of categorisation, including stereotyping, prejudice and discrimination.

In Area of Study 2, students investigate the social institution of the family. 

In a multicultural society like Australia, different communities have different kinds 
of families and experiences of family life. Factors such as changing demographics, 
feminism, individualism, technology, changes in the labour market and government 
policies have been identified as influencing the traditional view of the family. 

Areas of Study

• category and the experience of youth
• the family

Assessment Items

Each outcome is assessed using one or more of the following:
• interview and a written report
• an essay/research report
• film analysis
• review of youth or family specific journals or magazines
• multimedia presentation
• exam

Future Pathways
Unit 2, 3&4 Sociology

Unit 2: Sociology  
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the concepts of deviance and crime. The study of these 
concepts from a sociological perspective involves ascertaining the types and degree 
of rule breaking behaviour, examining traditional views of criminality and deviance 
and analysing why people commit crimes or engage in deviant behaviour. 

In Area of Study 1 students explore the concept of deviance. There are different 
explanations of what constitutes deviant behaviour. e. Students also explore the 
phenomenon known as moral panic. This refers to the belief that a subculture or 
group poses a threat to the social values and culture of broader society. 

In Area of Study 2, students investigate crime and punishment. They explore 
patterns of crime and consider the significance of a range of factors, such as class, 
gender, age, race and ethnicity. Students explore different methods of punishment 
and the extent to which each of these methods serves its aims. 

Areas of Study

• deviance
• crime

Assessment Items

Each outcome is assessed using one or more of the following:
• representation analysis
• essay
• media/research report
• multimedia presentation
• film analysis
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Sociology

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Sociology

E Elective Semester 1

HumanitiesY11

E Elective Semester 2
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Accounting  Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Accounting 
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit focuses on financial accounting for a trading business owned by a sole 
proprietor, and highlights the role of accounting as an information system. Students 
use the double entry system of recording financial data and prepare reports using 
the accrual basis of accounting and the perpetual method of inventory recording.

Students develop their understanding of the accounting processes for recording 
and reporting and consider the effect of decisions made on the performance of the 
business. They interpret reports and information presented in a variety of formats 
and suggest strategies to the owner to improve the performance of the business. 

Areas of Study

• recording and analyzing financial data
• preparing and interpreting accounting reports

Assessment Items

• recording and analyzing financial data
• preparing and interpreting accounting reports

Future Pathways
Unit 4 Accounting
Bachelor degrees or TAFE qualifications in Accounting, Finance, Commerce 
or Business

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Accounting

Unit 4: Accounting 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students further develop their understanding of accounting for a trading 
business owned by a sole proprietor and the role of accounting as an information 
system. Students use the double entry system of recording financial data, and 
prepare reports using the accrual basis of accounting and the perpetual method of 
inventory recording. Both manual methods and ICT are used to record and report.

Students extend their understanding of the recording and reporting process with 
the inclusion of balance day adjustments and alternative depreciation methods. 
They investigate both the role and importance of budgeting in decision-making 
for a business. They analyse and interpret accounting reports and graphical 
representations to evaluate the performance of a business and suggest strategies 
to improve. 

Areas of Study

• extension of recording and reporting
• budgeting and decision-making

Assessment Items

• extension of recording and reporting
• budgeting and decision-making
• exam

Future Pathways

Bachelor degrees or TAFE qualifications in Accounting, Finance, Commerce 
or Business

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Accounting

E Elective Year Long

HumanitiesY12
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Business Management  Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Business Management 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the key processes and considerations for managing a 
business efficiently and effectively to achieve business objectives. Students examine 
different types of businesses and their respective objectives and stakeholders. 
Students investigate strategies to manage both staff and business operations to 
meet objectives, and develop an understanding of the complexity and challenge 
of managing businesses. Students compare theoretical perspectives with current 
practice through the use of contemporary Australian and global business case 
studies from the past four years.

Areas of Study

• business foundations
• human resource management
• operations management

Assessment Items

•  short answer tests

Future Pathways

Bachelor of Commerce

Bachelor of Communications 

Bachelor of International Business

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Business Management

Unit 4: Business Management 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students consider the importance of reviewing key performance 
indicators to determine current performance and the strategic management 
necessary to position a business for the future. Students study a theoretical model 
to undertake change and consider a variety of strategies to manage change in 
the most efficient and effective way to improve business performance. Students 
investigate the importance of effective management and leadership in change 
management. Using one or more contemporary business case studies from the 
past four years, students evaluate business practice against theory.

Areas of Study

• reviewing performance – the need for change
• implementing change

Assessment Items

• short answer tests
• exam

Future Pathways

Bachelor of Commerce

Bachelor of Communications 

Bachelor of International Business

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Business Management

E Elective Year Long

HumanitiesY12
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Economics  Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Economics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students investigate the role of the market in allocating resources and examine the 
factors that affect the price and quantity traded of goods and services. Students 
consider contemporary issues to explain the need for government interventions. 
Students develop an understanding of the macroeconomy and investigate the factors 
that affect the level of aggregate demand and aggregate supply in the economy. 
Students apply theories to explain how changes in these variables might affect 
achievement of Australian macroeconomic goals and living standards. 

Students analyse international economic relationships and how international 
transactions are recorded.  Students examine how economic factors might affect the 
exchange rate, the terms of trade and Australia’s international competitiveness. 

Areas of Study
• microeconomics: the market system, resource allocation and government 

intervention
• domestic macroeconomic goals
• Australia and the international economy

Assessment Items
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following: 
• an analysis of written, visual and statistical evidence
• a folio of applied economic exercises
• case studies

Future Pathways
Unit 4 Economics

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Economics

Unit 4: Economics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students explore how the Australian Government can alter the composition of 
budgetary outlays and receipts to directly and indirectly affect the level of aggregate 
demand, the achievement of domestic macroeconomic goals and living standards. 

Students also examine the role of the Reserve Bank (RBA), with a focus on its 
responsibility to conduct monetary policy. Students consider how the tools of 
monetary policy can affect interest rates, the transmission mechanism of monetary 
policy to the economy and how this contributes towards the achievement of the 
domestic macroeconomic goals and living standards. 

Students evaluate the effectiveness of aggregate demand policies in achieving the 
domestic macroeconomic goals and living standards.   Students consider how the 
Australian Government utilises aggregate supply policies to pursue the achievement 
of the domestic macroeconomic goals and living standards in the long term.

Areas of Study

• aggregate demand policies and domestic economic stability
• aggregate supply policies

Assessment Items

Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following: 
• an analysis of written, visual and statistical evidence
• problem-solving tasks
• case studies
• exam

Future Pathways

Any Bachelor of Commerce or International Relations

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Economics

E Elective Year Long

HumanitiesY12
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Global Politics  Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Global Politics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students investigate the key global actors in twenty-first century global 
politics. They use contemporary evidence to analyse the key global actors, such as 
the United Nations, the International Criminal Court, transnational corporations and 
non-state actors. They develop an understanding of the way in which one Asia-Pacific 
state uses power within the region to achieve its objectives. For the purposes of 
this study, the term ‘non-state actors’ covers a range of global actors: altruistic non-
governments organisations, for example Amnesty International and Greenpeace and 
terrorist movements. 

Areas of Study

• global actors
• power in the Asia-Pacific region

Assessment Items

• short answer tests
• essays

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Global Politics

University degree or TAFE diploma in fields including the following:  Law, Economics, 
Commerce, Arts International Relations, International Business and Development

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Australian and Global Politics

Unit 1&2 Economics

Unit 1&2 Modern History

Unit 4: Global Politics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students investigate key global challenges facing the international 
community in the twenty-first century. They examine and analyse the debates 
surrounding two ethical issues such as human rights and arms control and 
disarmament, which are underpinned by the contested notion of global citizenship. 
They then evaluate the effectiveness of responses to these issues. Students also 
explore the context and causes of global crises such as climate change, terrorism, 
armed conflict, economic instability and consider the varying effectiveness of 
responses and challenges to solving them.  

Areas of Study

• ethical issues and debates
• global crises

Assessment Items

• short answer tests
• essays
• exam

Future Pathways

University degree or TAFE diploma in fields including the following:  Law, Economics, 
Commerce, Arts International Relations, International Business and Development

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Global Politics

E Elective Year Long

HumanitiesY12
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History: Revolutions  Unit 3&4

Unit 3: History: Revolutions 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students may study 1 of the following revolutions: America, France, Russia or 
China. In Area of study one they will explore the causes and consequences of a 
revolution, considering the role of events, ideologies, individuals and groups in 
creating a revolutionary situation. Area of study 2 asks students to evaluate the 
consolidation of the revolution, considering the role of individuals and groups, the 
role of ideology, violence and the reaction to dissention. Students will evaluate the 
degree to which the new regime was able to consolidate power while fulfilling their 
ideology.

Areas of Study

• causes of the revolution
• consequences of the revolution

Assessment Items

• historical inquiry
• analysis of primary sources
• evaluation of historical interpretations
• essay

Future Pathways

Unit 4 History: Revolutions 

Arts and Humanities degrees

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Modern History

Unit 4: History: Revolutions 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students will study a different revolution to that studied in Semester 1. They will 
consider the causes and consequences of this revolution, taing into account the 
role of events, individuals, ideologies and groups. Students will use evidence to 
support their arguments, research historians’ opinions and develop the skills to 
evaluate the causes and consequences of the revolution. They will consider the 
social, political and economic factors in order to develop a full understanding of this 
significant event. 

Areas of Study

• causes of the revolution
• consequences of the revolution

Assessment Items

• historical inquiry
• analysis of primary sources
• evaluation of historical interpretations
• essay
• exam

Future Pathways

Arts and Humanities degrees

Prior Learning

Unit 3 History: Revolutions

E Elective Year Long

HumanitiesY12
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Legal Studies  Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Legal Studies 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Legal Studies students examine the methods and institutions in the justice system 
and consider their appropriateness in determining criminal cases and resolving 
civil disputes. Students explore the roles of key court personnel and investigate the 
extent to which the principles of justice are upheld in the justice system, as well as 
recent reforms and recommendations for change.

Areas of Study

• Victorian criminal justice system
• Victorian civil justice system

Assessment Items

• short answer questions and extended responses
• Structured questions and extended responses

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Legal Studies 

Law, Criminal Justice, Criminology, Policing, Para-legal, Arts, Psychology,  
Forensic Science, Human Rights, Sociology, Politics

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Legal Studies

Unit 4: Legal Studies 
UNIT OVERVIEW
The legal system provides the means by which legal disputes of both a criminal 
and civil nature can be resolved. Students will learn about dispute resolution 
bodies such as courts and tribunals, and consider the methods each use to resolve 
disputes. Students will also examine civil and criminal procedure for resolving 
disputes, the adversary system and jury system,  and will use current cases to 
explore the required changes and reforms  to our system. 

Areas of Study

• The people and the Australian Constitution
• The people, the parliament and the courts

Assessment Items

• short answer questions and extended responses
• structured questions and extended responses
• exam

Future Pathways

Law, Criminal Justice, Criminology, Policing, Para-legal, Arts, Psychology,  
Forensic Science, Human Rights, Sociology, Politics

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Legal Studies

E Elective Year Long

HumanitiesY12
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Geography  Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Geography 
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit focuses on two investigations of geographical change: change to land 
cover and change to land use. Land cover includes biomes such as forest, 
grassland, tundra and wetlands, as well as land covered by ice and water. Students 
investigate three major processes that are changing land cover in many regions of 
the world:

• deforestation
• desertification, and
• melting glaciers and ice sheets

Students investigate the distribution and causes of these three processes. 
They select one location for each of the three processes to develop a greater 
understanding of the changes to land cover produced by these processes, the 
impacts of these changes and responses to these changes at different scales.

Areas of Study

• land use change
• land cover change

Assessment Items

• fieldwork report
• multimedia presentation
• research report
• tests

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Geography

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Geography

Unit 4: Geography 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students investigate the geography of human populations. They 
explore the patterns of population change, movement and distribution, and how 
governments, organisations and individuals have responded to those changes in 
different parts of the world.

In this unit, students study population dynamics before undertaking an investigation 
into two significant population trends arising in different parts of the world. They 
examine the dynamics of populations and their economic, social, political and 
environmental impacts on people and places. 

Areas of Study

• population dynamics
• population issues and challenges

Assessment Items

• fieldwork and research reports
• tests
• exam

Future Pathways

• Bachelor of Arts and Humanities, Engineering, Education
• GeoScience
• International Studies
• Urban Planning

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Geography

E Elective Year Long

HumanitiesY12
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Philosophy  Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Philosophy 
UNIT OVERVIEW

This unit considers two key philosophical questions: Are human beings more than
their bodies? Is there a basis for the belief that an individual remains the same
person over time? Students critically compare the viewpoints and arguments put
forward in philosophical sources to their own views on these questions and to
contemporary debates. Philosophical debates encompass philosophical questions
and associated viewpoints and arguments within other spheres of discourse such
as religion, psychology, sociology and politics.

Areas of Study

• Minds and bodies
• Personal identity

Assessment Items

• an essay
• a written analysis
• short-answer responses
• a written reflection
• presentations (oral, multimedia)
• a dialogue (oral, written)

Future Pathways

Tertiary study in Humanities, Business, Education, Academia

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Philosophy, Unit 1&2 Religion and Society

Unit 4: Philosophy  
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit considers the question of what it is for a human to live well. What is the
role of happiness in a well lived life? Is morality central to a good life? How does our
social context impact on our conception of a good life? Students explore texts by
both ancient and modern philosophers that have had a significant impact on
contemporary Western ideas about the good life. Students critically compare the
viewpoints and arguments in set texts from both ancient and modern periods to
their own views on how we should live. Students use their understandings to inform
their analysis of contemporary debates. 

Areas of Study

• Conceptions of the good life
• Living the good life in the twenty-first century

Assessment Items

• an essay
• a written analysis
• short-answer responses
• a written reflection
• presentations (oral, multimedia)
• a dialogue (oral, written)
• exam

Future Pathways

Tertiary study in Humanities, Business, Education, Academia

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Philosophy, Unit 1&2 Religion and Society

E Elective Year Long

HumanitiesY12
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Sociology  Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Sociology 
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit explores expressions of culture and ethnicity within Australian society in 
two different contexts – Australian Indigenous culture, and ethnicity in relation to 
migrant groups. 

Students explore the historical suppression of, and increasing public awareness 
of, Australian Indigenous culture. This requires some knowledge of the past and 
its influence on subsequent generations, as well as knowledge of contemporary 
factors that may be supporting and/or limiting increasing awareness of Australian 
Indigenous culture. 

The social construct of ethnicity is not fixed and unchanging; instead, ethnic 
identities constantly evolve and are shaped through a variety of political, cultural 
and social forces. The concept of ethnicity is contrasted to the concept of race, 
which generally refers to groups based on visible physical characteristics such as 
skin colour and facial features. 

Areas of Study

• Australian Indigenous culture
• ethnicity

Assessment Items

• analyse and evaluate changes in public awareness and views of Australian 
Indigenous culture

• identify and analyse experiences of ethnicity within Australian society

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Sociology

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Sociology

Unit 4: Sociology  
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the ways sociologists have thought about the idea of 
community and how the various types of community are experienced. 

Students examine the changing definitions and experiences of community. This 
includes examination of the challenges and opportunities posed by political, social, 
economic and technological change.

Students also investigate the role of social movements. A social movement involves 
a group engaged in an organised effort to achieve social change. Students develop 
an understanding of the purpose, evolution, power and outcomes of social 
movements. 

Areas of Study

• community
• social movements and social change

Assessment Items

• analyse the experience of community generally and analyse and evaluate a 
specific community

• analyse the nature and purpose of social movements and evaluate their 
influence on social change

• exam

Future Pathways

Bachelor of Arts (Sociology)
Any tertiary pathway related to work with social groups and social processes, such 
as in Culture Resource Management, Community Development, or work with 
minority and ethnic groups. 

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Sociology

E Elective Year Long

HumanitiesY12
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YEAR 10

Italian    94

Japanese   94

Chinese          94

YEAR 11

Italian Unit 1&2  96

Japanese Second Language  
Unit 1&2   97

YEAR 12

Italian Unit 3&4  98

Japanese Second Language  
Unit 3&4   99

Learning languages in addition to English extends student’s literacy 
repertoires and their capacity to communicate. It strengthens 
student’s understanding of the nature of language, culture, and the 
processes of communication.

Languages

VET options
Students are able to apply for the 
following Languages VET course in 
Year 10 or 11:

Applied Languages  
(Japanese) Certificate II 95

LEARNING AREAS 93HOME 93GLOSSARY HOME



Italian
COURSE OVERVIEW
At Year 10, students of Italian will broaden their 
knowledge of language and cultural awareness. They 
will develop their skills by communicating both orally 
and in written form in a range of styles and purposes 
in preparation for VCE. 

The curriculum includes opportunities  to explore 
Italian language and culture through excursions such 
as the Museo Italiano in Carlton.

Areas of Study

• la vita è un festival! (life is a festival!)
• made in Italy: una storia di successo (a success 

story)
• l’Italia nel mondo (Italy in the world)
• i giovani e il futuro (young people and the future)
• la mia identità italiana (my Italian identity)
• c’è solo un pianeta! (there is only one planet!)

Assessment Items

• listening tasks
• writing folio
• reading comprehension
• speaking (oral performances)

Future Pathways
Unit 1&2 Italian

Recommendations for Entry
Currently completing Year 9 Italian AND a 
recommendation from current Language teacher

Japanese
COURSE OVERVIEW
At Year 10, students of Japanese seek to further 
develop their communication skills and there is a 
greater emphasis placed on oral  communication 
in informal settings. There is an increased focus on 
the acquisition of Japanese script including hiragana, 
katakana and kanji and students develop confidence 
and competence in reading and writing more 
sophisticated texts. The Obento Supreme 5th edition 
program builds students’ inter-cultural knowledge 
and understanding using a variety of contemporary 
topics and methodologies. 

Areas of Study
• what kind of person? 
• homestay
• go straight ahead
• sports hero
• part-time job
• cool Japan

Assessment Items

• listening tasks
• writing folio
• reading comprehension
• speaking (oral performance)
• exam

Future Pathways
Unit 1&2 Japanese

Recommendations for Entry
Currently completing Year 9 Japanese AND a 
recommendation from current Language teacher

Chinese
COURSE OVERVIEW
At year 10, students of Chinese will further 
develop their communication skills by engaging in 
discussions about issues of personal interest such as 
relationships at home and at school. They will develop 
their ability to speak with confidence, experimenting 
with flow, emphasis and stress to enhance their 
message. Students express more complex concepts 
and reactions in both spoken and written Chinese, 
with an increased focus on the acquisition of Chinese 
characters and the strategies to interpret meanings 
where all characters are not known.

Areas of study

• ideas for birthday presents
• gift shopping 
• describing clothes
• occupations
• physical appearance 
• describing a house and the various rooms within

Assessment Items
• listening tasks
• writing folio
• reading comprehension
• speaking (oral presentation)

Future Pathways
Unit 1&2 Chinese

Recommendations for Entry 
Currently completing Year 9 Chinese AND a 
recommendation from current Language teacher

E Elective Year Long E EElective ElectiveYear Long Year Long

LanguagesY10
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Languages

II VET Certificate II 2 years

Y10 & Y11

10949NAT Applied Languages  
(Japanese)
COURSE OVERVIEW
This course is designed to provide individuals with language skills and intercultural 
knowledge to enable them to communicate in social and workplace situations in a 
language other than English, both in Australia and overseas.

Students develop the intercultural sensitivity and capacity to function in workplace 
environments where there is a range of cultural and language backgrounds 
present.

They also develop the basic linguistic competency required to understand and use 
an additional language in these workplaces.

The course can be applied to any language, at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College 
the focus is on Japanese.

Prior Learning

To enrol in Certificate II in Applied Languages (Japanese) students must have 
successfully completed Year 9 Japanese.

Possible Future Pathway Considerations

Successful completion of Certificate II in Year 10 can lead to further study and 
completion of Certificate III in Applied Languages in Year 11.

Areas of Study

The course is delivered over two years. The program is as follows:

Year 1 Year 2
NAT10949001 Conduct basic oral 
communication for social purposes in 
a language other than English               

CALOC301 Conduct routine oral 
communication for social purposes in 
a language other than English

NAT10949002 Conduct basic 
workplace oral communication in a 
language other than English

CALOCW302 Conduct routine 
workplace oral communication in a 
language other than English

NAT10949003 Read and write basic 
documents for social purposes in a 
language other than English                

CALRWS303 Read and write routine 
documents for social  purposes in a 
language other than English

NAT10949004 Read and write basic 
workplace documents in a language 
other than English

CALRWW304 Read and write routine 
workplace documents in a language 
other than English

Successful completion of the Certificate II in Applied Language is an entry 
requirement for the Certificate III in Applied Language.
Students may exit the course at any point and be eligible for the qualification 
completed, or will receive a nationally recognised Statement of Attainment credit for 
course Unit(s) completed.
Schools must check with VTAC and VCAA to confirm student eligibility for ATAR 
increment(s). If eligible the increment will be calculated using 10% of a student’s 
fourth best study score.

RTO

Ripponlea (21230) / onsite

LANGUAGES

Applied Languages (Japanese)
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Italian Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Italian
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course enables students to:

• Develop the necessary understandings and values to communicate effectively 
in Italian in both social and workplace contexts in Australia and in other 
communities where Italian is spoken.

• Develop a stronger sense of their personal identity and greater respect for 
people of Italian speaking communities.

• Explore from the perspective of their individual areas of interest, Italian-speaking 
communities and the changing world, plus enhancing their enjoyment and 
appreciation of Italian culture.

Areas of Study

• the individual, personal world, family, work and school
• the Italian speaking community, social and contemporary issues, the 

environment
• the changing world, technology, the internet

Assessment Items

• SAC 1 – listening
• SAC 2 – writing
• SAC 3 – speaking

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Italian

Prior Learning

Year 10 Italian

Unit 2: Italian
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course enables students to:

• Develop the necessary understandings and values to communicate effectively 
in Italian in both social and workplace contexts in Australia and in other 
communities where Italian is spoken.

• Develop a stronger sense of their personal identity and greater respect for 
people of Italian speaking communities.

• Explore from the perspective of their individual areas of interest, Italian-speaking 
communities and the changing world, plus enhancing their enjoyment and 
appreciation of Italian culture.

Areas of Study

• the individual, health and leisure, healthy lifestyle
• the Italian speaking community, social and contemporary issues, relationships, 

youth
• the Italian speaking community, historical perspectives, Italian migration to 

Australia

Assessment Items

• SAC 1 – reading
• SAC 2 – writing
• SAC 3 – speaking

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Italian

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Italian

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

LanguagesY11
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Japanese Second Language Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Japanese Second Language
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course builds on prior skills by allowing students to communicate both orally 
and in written form in a range of styles and purposes, preparing students for 
studies in VCE Unit 3&4. It also allows students to develop and broaden their 
knowledge of the Japanese language and cultural awareness to a level where they 
are able to use the language in everyday familiar circumstances.

Areas of Study

• personal world
• daily life
• past and future
• visiting Japan

Assessment Items

• SAC 1 – listening
• SAC 2 – writing
• SAC 3 – speaking

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Japanese

Prior Learning

Year 10 Japanese

Recommendations for Entry

Currently completing Year 10 Japanese AND a recommendation from current 
Language teacher or a recommendation from Head of Languages due to previous 
Japanese experience. 

Unit 2: Japanese Second Language
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course builds on prior skills by allowing students to communicate both orally 
and in written form in a range of styles and purposes, preparing students for 
studies in VCE Unit 3&4. It also allows students to develop and broaden their 
knowledge of the Japanese language and cultural awareness to a level where they 
are able to use the language in everyday familiar circumstances.

Areas of Study

• personal world
• daily life
• past and future
• visiting Japan

Assessment Items

• SAC 1 – listening
• SAC 2 – writing
• SAC 3 – speaking

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Japanese

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Japanese

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

LanguagesY11
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Italian Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Italian
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course enables students to:

• Develop the necessary understandings and values to communicate effectively 
in Italian in both social and workplace contexts in Australia and in other 
communities where Italian is spoken.

• Develop a stronger sense of their personal identity and greater respect for 
people of Italian speaking communities.

• Explore from the perspective of their individual areas of interest, Italian-speaking 
communities and the changing world, plus enhancing their enjoyment and 
appreciation of Italian culture.

• Commence their detailed study. This will allow them to investigate an area of 
interest in relation to Italian society or culture, as well as allowing meaningful 
insights into Italy and its people.

Areas of Study

• the individual, education and aspirations, education systems
• the Italian speaking community, social and contemporary issues, the 

environment
• the changing world, tourism and hospitality, leisure and travel

Assessment Items

• SAC 1 – writing
• SAC 2 – listening
• SAC 3 – speaking

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Italian

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Italian

Unit 4: Italian
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course enables students to:

• Develop the necessary understandings and values to communicate effectively 
in Italian in both social and workplace contexts in Australia and in other 
communities where Italian is spoken.

• Explore from the perspective of their individual areas of interest, Italian-speaking 
communities and the changing world.

• Deepen their detailed study preparation. This will allow them to investigate 
an area of interest in relation to Italian society or culture, as well as allowing 
meaningful insights into Italy and its people.

• Participate in an exciting Language Camp to build their confidence in preparation 
for the oral exam.

Areas of Study

• the changing world, technology
• the Italian speaking community, youth issues in Italy and in Australia

Assessment Items

• SAC 1 – writing
• SAC 2 – writing
• SAC 3 – speaking
• oral exam
• exam

Future Pathways

Tertiary study in Languages, Education, International Studies, and Communication

Prior Learning
Unit 3 Italian

E Elective Year Long

LanguagesY12
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Japanese Second Language Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Japanese Second Language
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course builds on prior skills by allowing students to communicate both orally 
and in written form in a range of styles and purposes, preparing students for 
studies in VCE. It also allows students to develop and broaden their knowledge of 
the Japanese language and cultural awareness to a level where they are able to use 
the language in everyday familiar circumstances which allows learners to reflect on 
language as a system and gain cultural insight.

Areas of Study

• a 3–4 minute role play focusing on the resolution of an issue
• a 500-ji personal or imaginative written piece
• analyse and use information from spoken texts

Assessment Items

• SAC 1 – writing
• SAC 2 – listening
• SAC 3 – speaking

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Japanese

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Japanese

Unit 4: Japanese Second Language
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course builds on prior skills by allowing students to communicate both orally 
and in written form in a range of styles and purposes, preparing students for 
studies in VCE. It also allows students to develop and broaden their knowledge of 
the Japanese language and cultural awareness to a level where they can command 
the language in everyday familiar circumstances.

Areas of Study

• read two articles about the appeal of Japanese anime or manga. Extract and 
compare the information provided by the two writers in response to the prompt 
questions given

• summarise the information in a short review
• write and informative report for a Language competition, entitled, ‘The advantages 

and disadvantages to go to juku’ making reference to the texts studied
• take part in an interview on issues related to juku in Japan

Assessment Items

• SAC 1 – writing
• SAC 2 – listening
• SAC 3 – speaking
• oral exam
• exam

Future Pathways

Tertiary Education

Prior Learning
Unit 3 Japanese

E Elective Year Long

LanguagesY12
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YEAR 10

Applied Mathematics  101

Mathematics  102

Advanced Mathematics        103

YEAR 11

General Mathematics  
Unit 1&2   104

Mathematical Methods  
Unit 1&2   105

Specialist Mathematics  
Unit 1&2   106

YEAR 12

Further Mathematics  
Unit 3&4   107

Mathematical Methods  
Unit 3&4   108

Specialist Mathematics  
Unit 3&4   109

Mathematics provides students with access to important 
mathematical ideas, knowledge and skills that they will draw on in 
their personal and work lives.

Mathematics
GLOSSARYLEARNING AREAS 100HOME 100HOME



Applied Mathematics
COURSE OVERVIEW
Content Strands

• number and algebra
• measurement and geometry
• statistics and probability

Proficiency Strands
The proficiency strands Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and Reasoning 
are an integral part of mathematics content across the three content strands. The 
proficiencies reinforce the significance of working mathematically within the content 
and describe how the content is explored or developed. They provide the language 
to build in the developmental aspects of the learning of mathematics. 

Areas of Study

Number and Algebra
• money and financial mathematics
• patterns and algebra
• linear and non-linear relationships
• real numbers
Measurement and Geometry
• using units of measurement
• geometric reasoning
• Pythagoras and trigonometry. Statistics and Probability
Statistics and Probability
• chance
• data representation and interpretation

Assessment Items

• Industry projects
• Inquiry activities
• Competency assessments

Future Pathways

Foundation Mathematics

TAFE programmes

E Elective Year Long

Applied MathematicsY10
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Mathematics
COURSE OVERVIEW
Content Strands

• number and algebra
• measurement and geometry
• statistics and probability

Proficiency Strands
The proficiency strands Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and Reasoning 
are an integral part of mathematics content across the three content strands. The 
proficiencies reinforce the significance of working mathematically within the content 
and describe how the content is explored or developed. They provide the language 
to build in the developmental aspects of the learning of mathematics. 

Areas of Study

Number and Algebra
• money and financial mathematics
• patterns and algebra
• linear and non-linear relationships
• real numbers
Measurement and Geometry
• using units of measurement
• geometric reasoning
• Pythagoras and trigonometry. Statistics and Probability
• chance
• data representation and interpretation

Assessment Items

• topic tests
• projects
• exam

Future Pathways

General Mathematics

E Elective Year Long

MathematicsY10
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Advanced Mathematics

MATHEMATICS

Advanced Mathematics
COURSE OVERVIEW
Content Strands

• number and algebra
• measurement and geometry
• statistics and probability

Proficiency Strands
The proficiency strands Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and Reasoning 
are an integral part of mathematics content across the three content strands. The 
proficiencies reinforce the significance of working mathematically within the content 
and describe how the content is explored or developed. They provide the language 
to build in the developmental aspects of the learning of mathematics. 

Areas of Study

Number and Algebra
• patterns and algebra
• linear and non-linear relationships
• real numbers
Measurement and Geometry
• using units of measurement
• geometric reasoning
• Pythagoras and trigonometry statistics and probability
• chance
• data representation and interpretation

Assessment Items

• topic tests
• projects
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Mathematical Methods 
Unit 1&2 Specialist Mathematics

Recommendations for Entry

An average of 80% or above in Semester 1 Year 9 Mathematics AND 
recommendation from current Mathematics teacher

E Elective Year Long

MathematicsY10
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MATHEMATICS

General Mathematics Unit 1&2

Unit 1: General Mathematics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 1&2 are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and 
Semester 2.

Students, when completing this unit, are expected to be able to apply techniques, 
routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, data sets, tables and 
matrices, algebraic manipulation, equations and graphs with and without the use of 
technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches 
to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, symbolic, financial 
and statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, 
for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is incorporated throughout 
each unit.

Areas of Study

• algebra (linear relations and equations)
• arithmetic and number (computation and financial arithmetic)
• discrete mathematics (matrices, networks and number patterns)
• graphs of linear and non-linear relations
• statistics

Assessment Items

• assignments, modelling and problem solving tasks
• tests and summary or review notes
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2 General Mathematics

Unit 3&4 Further Mathematics

Prior Learning

Year 10 Mathematics

Unit 2: General Mathematics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 1&2 are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and 
Semester 2.

Students, when completing this unit, are expected to be able to apply techniques, 
routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, data sets, tables and 
matrices, algebraic manipulation, equations and graphs with and without the use of 
technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches 
to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, symbolic, financial 
and statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, 
for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is incorporated throughout 
each unit.

Areas of Study

• algebra (linear relations and equations)
• arithmetic and number (computation and financial arithmetic)
• discrete mathematics (matrices, networks and number patterns)
• graphs of linear and non-linear relations
• statistics

Assessment Items

• assignments, modelling and problem solving tasks
• tests and summary or review notes
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Further Mathematics

Prior Learning

Unit 1 General Mathematics

MathematicsY11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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MATHEMATICS

Mathematical Methods Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Mathematical Methods  
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 1&2 are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and 
Semester 2. The focus of Unit 1 is the study of simple algebraic functions. At the 
end of Unit 1, students are expected to have covered the content outlined in each 
area of study, with the exception of ‘Algebra’ which extends across Unit 1&2.

In undertaking this unit, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, 
routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, 
diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs 
and probability with and without the use of technology.  They should have facility 
with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation and computation.

Areas of Study

• functions and graphs
• algebra
• probability 

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Mathematical Methods

Recommendations for Entry
Completion of Semester 1 Year 10 Advanced Mathematics or an average of 80% 
or above in Semester 1 Year 10 General Mathematics AND recommendation from 
current Mathematics teacher 

 

Unit 2: Mathematical Methods 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 1&2 are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and 
Semester 2. In Unit 2 students focus on the study of simple transcendental 
functions and the calculus of simple algebraic functions.

In undertaking this unit, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, 
routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, 
diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, 
differentiation, anti-differentiation, integration and inference with and without 
the use of technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand 
approaches to estimation and computation.

Areas of Study
• functions and graphs
• calculus
• algebra

Assessment Items
• assignments, modelling and problem solving tasks
• tests and summary or review notes
• exam

Future Pathways
Unit 3&4 Mathematical Methods

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Mathematical Methods

MathematicsY11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

LEARNING AREAS

Assessment Items

• assignments, modelling and problem 
solving tasks

• tests and summary or review notes
• exam

Prior Learning
Year 10 Advanced Mathematics

105HOMEMATHEMATICS



MATHEMATICS

Specialist Mathematics Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Specialist Mathematics  
UNIT OVERVIEW
Specialist Mathematics Unit 1&2 provide a course of study for students who wish to 
undertake an in-depth study of mathematics, with an emphasis  on concepts, skills and 
processes related to mathematical structure, modelling, problem solving and reasoning. 
This study has a focus on interest in the discipline of mathematics in its own right and 
investigation of a broad range  of applications, as well as development of a sound 
background for further studies in mathematics and mathematics related fields. Unit 1&2 
are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and Semester 2.

Areas of Study
• algebra and structure
• arithmetic and number
• discrete mathematics
• geometry, measurement and trigonometry
• graphs of linear and non-linear relations
• statistics

Assessment Items
• assignments, modelling and problem solving tasks
• tests and summary or review notes
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Specialist Mathematics

Prior Learning

Year 10 Advanced Mathematics

Recommendations for Entry
An average of 70% or above in Semester 1 Year 10 Advanced Mathematics AND 
recommendation from current Mathematics teacher

Unit 2: Specialist Mathematics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Specialist Mathematics Unit 1&2 provide a course of study for students who wish 
to undertake an in-depth study of mathematics, with an emphasis  on concepts, 
skills and processes related to mathematical structure, modelling, problem solving 
and reasoning. This study has a focus on interest in the discipline of mathematics 
in its own right and investigation of a broad range  of applications, as well as 
development of a sound background for further studies in mathematics and 
mathematics related fields. Unit 1&2 are designed to be taken as a sequence 
spanning Semester 1 and Semester 2.

Areas of Study

• algebra and structure
• arithmetic and number
• discrete mathematics
• geometry, measurement and trigonometry
• graphs of linear and non-linear relations
• statistics

Assessment Items

• assignments, modelling and problem solving tasks
• tests and summary or review notes
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Specialist Mathematics

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Specialist Mathematics

MathematicsY11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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MATHEMATICS

Further Mathematics Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Further Mathematics  
UNIT OVERVIEW
Further Mathematics Unit 3 consists of a compulsory core area of study which 
comprises of ‘Data Analysis’ and ‘Recursion and Financial Modelling’. ‘Data Analysis’ 
comprises 40% of the content to be covered, ‘Recursion and Financial Modelling’ 
comprises 20% of the content to be covered.

Assumed knowledge and skills for the Core are contained in the General 
Mathematics Unit 1&2 topics: ‘Computation and Practical Arithmetic’, 

‘Investigating and Comparing Data Distributions’, ‘Investigating Relationships 
Between Two Numerical Variables’, ‘Linear Graphs and Modelling’, ‘Linear Relations 
and Equations’, and ‘Number Patterns and Recursion’.

Areas of Study

• core module incorporating
• data analysis
• recursion and financial modelling

Assessment Items

•  SACs

Future Pathways

Complimentary support for courses relating to Social Sciences, IT, Administrative
Services, Business, Economics, Human Resources.

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 General Mathematics

Unit 4: Further Mathematics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Further Mathematics Unit 4 consists of the Applications area of study. 

The Applications area of study comprises two modules to be completed in their 
entirety, from a selection of four possible modules: ‘Matrices’, ‘Networks and 
decision mathematics’, ‘Geometry and measurement’ and ‘Graphs and relations’. 
Each selected module comprises 20% of the content to be covered.

Assumed knowledge and skills for each module are the related topics in General 
Mathematics Unit 1&2.

Areas of Study

Elective Modules – two selected from: 
• matrices
• networks and decision mathematics
• geometry and measurement
• graphs and relations

Assessment Items

• SACs
• exams

Future Pathways

Complimentary support for courses relating to Social Sciences, IT, Administrative
Services, Law, Business, Economics, Human Resources, Health Care, Education, 
Media, and most TAFE courses.

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Further Mathematics

MathematicsY12

E Elective Year Long
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MATHEMATICS

Mathematical Methods Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Mathematical Methods  
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 3&4 are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and 
Semester 2. There is a clear progression of skills and knowledge from Unit 3 to Unit 
4 in each area of study.

In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, 
routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, 
diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, 
differentiation, anti-differentiation, integration and inference with and without 
the use of technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand 
approaches to estimation and computation.

Areas of Study

• functions, relations and graphs
• calculus
• algebra
• probability and statistics

Assessment Items

•  SACs

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Mathematical Methods

Mathematics, Science, Information Technology and Engineering courses at 
University level.

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Mathematical Methods

Unit 4: Mathematical Methods 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 3&4 are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and 
Semester 2. There is a clear progression of skills and knowledge from Unit 3 to Unit 
4 in each area of study.

In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, 
routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, 
diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, 
differentiation, anti-differentiation, integration and inference with and without 
the use of technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand 
approaches to estimation and computation.

Areas of Study

• functions and graphs
• calculus
• algebra
• probability

Assessment Items

• SACs
• exams

Future Pathways

Mathematics, Science, Information technology and Engineering courses at 
University level.

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Mathematical Methods

MathematicsY12

E Elective Year Long
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MATHEMATICS

Specialist Mathematics Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Specialist Mathematics  
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 3&4 are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and 
Semester 2. There is a clear progression of skills and knowledge from Unit 3 to Unit 
4 in each area of study.

In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, 
routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, 
diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, 
differentiation, anti-differentiation, integration and inference with and without 
the use of technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand 
approaches to estimation and computation.

Areas of Study

• functions and graphs
• calculus
• algebra
• vectors
• mechanics
• probability and statistics

Assessment Items

• SACs

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Specialist Mathematics

Mathematics, Science, Information Technology and Engineering courses at 
University level.

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Specialist Mathematics

Unit 4: Specialist Mathematics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 3&4 are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and 
Semester 2. There is a clear progression of skills and knowledge from Unit 3 to Unit 
4 in each area of study.

In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, 
routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, 
diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, 
differentiation, anti-differentiation, integration and inference with and without 
the use of technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand 
approaches to estimation and computation.

Areas of Study

• functions and graphs
• calculus
• algebra
• vectors
• mechanics
• probability and statistics

Assessment Items

• SACs
• exams

Future Pathways
Mathematics, Science, Information Technology and Engineering courses at 
University level.

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Specialist Mathematics

MathematicsY12

E Elective Year Long
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YEAR 10

Music Craft 111

YEAR 11

Music Performance Unit 1&2 114

YEAR 12

Music Performance Unit 3&4  115

The study of Music encourages discipline, self-directed learning, 
and development of aural recognition skills. Students learn to 
appreciate and critically appraise music from a range of genres, and 
enrich their understanding of the subject through the application of 
sophisticated language to express their ideas.

Music

VET options
Students are able to apply for the 
following Music VET courses in Year 10, 
11 or 12:

VCE VET Music 
Certificate III 112

VCE VET Music Industry -  
Sound Production  
Certificate III 113
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Music Craft
COURSE OVERVIEW
Music craft students in Year 10 experience an array of musical activities that 
include a variety of exciting performance opportunities, group performances, public 
performances, composition and development of theoretical knowledge. It is highly 
recommended that students in Year 10 are enrolled in the College Instrumental 
Music Program, learning the instrument they are specialising in.

Areas of Study

• performance
• composition
• critical listening

Assessment Items

• analysis of a musical work
• technical performance assessment
• composition of a piece of your instrument
• performance of two contrasting pieces
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Music, continuing on to Unit 3&4 Music Performance. From here, 
pathways to tertiary study are possible.

Students identified as skills in Music will be recommended to learn an instrument in 
the College Instrumental Music Program.

MusicY10 

E Elective Year Long
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III VET Certificate III 2 years

CUA30920 Music
COURSE OVERVIEW
This program provides knowledge and skills that include a broad range of 
skills used in the music industry which includes music rehearsal, performance 
techniques, basic sound and staging, recording, mixing and editing, maintaining 
equipment and planning and staging events.

On completion of this course students will be eligible for up to five units of credit 3 
at Unit 1&2 and two at Unit 3&4.

The course includes managing own work and learning, undertaking simple lighting/
sound and audio concepts, developing and updating music industry knowledge 
and setting up operations, care and maintenance of instruments, song writing, 
performing and singing.

It is highly recommended that students in Year 1 of the program are enrolled in the 
College Instrumental Music Program learning the instrument they are specialising in.

Areas of Study

• performance
• composition
• theory and aural training

Assessment Items

• group and solo performances
• composition
• OHS compliance
• listening journal

Possible Future Pathway Considerations

Further study in the Music area or work in the music industry.
Music related courses, professional musician 

Recommendations for Entry as an ALP

Either by recommendation or audition (must be proficient on an instrument or in 
singing)

Continuing in Year 11 the Certificate III in Music provides students with the  
opportunity to apply a broad range of knowledge and skills in varied work contexts 
in the music industry. Depending on the electives chosen, Unit 1&2 include 
composing simple songs or musical pieces, applying knowledge of genre to music 
making and preparing for performances. Unit 3&4 offer scored assessment and 
include units such as developing improvisation skills, developing technical skills and 
performing music as part of a group or as a soloist. 

Students who complete Certificate III in Music will be eligible for up to five units of 
credit towards their VCE: up to three at Unit 1&2, and a Unit 3&4 sequence.

Students wishing to receive an ATAR contribution for either of the Unit 3&4 
sequences from VCE VET Music must undertake scored assessment for the 
purpose of achieving a study score.

Areas of Study

The course is delivered over a two-year period. The two-year program is as follows. 
Please note: courses and electives are subject to change at short notice.

Year 1 Year 2
CUACMP311 Implement copyright arrangements CUAMPF311 Develop technical skills for musical 

performances

CUAIND313 Work effectively in the music 
industry

CUAMPF312 Prepare for musical performances

CUAIND314 Plan a career in the creative arts 
industry

CUAMPF315 Develop and perform musical 
improvisation

CUAMCP311 Create simple musical 
compositions

CUAMPF412 Develop and apply stagecraft skills

CUAMPF213 Perform simple repertoire in 
ensembles

CUAMPF416 Perform music as a soloist

SITEEVT004 Provide event staging support CUAMPF414 Perform music as part of a group

 
Cosamp (41549) / onsite 
 
Note: This qualification has now been superseded and is currently in a 12-month ‘teach out’ period, as part of the 
course transition to the newly endorsed CUA Training Package (v.5.0). As such, the qualification codes and unit details 
listed are subject to change and have been provided for use purely as a guide for prospective students.

MusicY10, Y11 & Y12
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III VET Certificate III 2 years

CUA30920 Music Industry -  
Sound Production
COURSE OVERVIEW
This course is a perfect for students who love music but do not feel as comfortable
in performing. It is also a chance to update their music industry qualifications to
include invaluable knowledge about today’s music technology, now such an integral
part of 21st Century music production and performance.

You will learn the skills and knowledge required to consider work as a digital
producer, a live sound mixer or a studio engineer, using real world exercises in
recording, mixing, editing and equipment setup to hone your skills. You’ll also
learn about planning a business for the new music industry and how to manage
your time!

Areas of Study

• perform basic sound editing
• repair and maintain audio equipment
• provide event staging support
• manage audio input sources
• record and mix a basic music demo
• operate sound reinforcement systems

Assessment Items

Assessment may be a combination of written and online assignments, tests,
exams and practical application projects.

Possible Future Pathway Considerations

Recording Artist, DJ, Performer, Musician, Remixer, Songwriter, Sound and Lighting 
Technician, Sound Designer, Sound Effects Editor/Producer, Studio Engineer, 
Writer/Arranger, Boom Operator, Composer, Dialogue Editor, Digital Audio 
Technician, Electronic Music Producer, Gaming Audio Programmer, Live Sound 
Engineer, Location Recording Engineer, Mastering Engineer, Music Editor, Music 
Producer, Production Coordinator, Radio Content Producer

Areas of Study

The course is delivered over a two-year period. The two-year program is as follows.  
Note: courses and electives are subject to change at short notice.

Please also note: This course has the option to be studied as a full two-year 
program or as a great extra one year of study for students who have already 
completed the Certificate III in Performance (solo or group).

Year 1 Year 2
CUACMP311 Implement copyright arrangements CUASOU306 Operate sound reinforcement 

systems

CUAIND313 Work effectively in the music 
industry

CUASOU317 Record and mix basic music demos

CUAIND314 Plan a career in the creative arts 
industry

CUASOU308 Install and disassemble audio 
equipment

CUAMCP311 Create simple musical 
compositions

CUASOU321 Mix music in studio environments

CUASOU212 Perform basic sound editing CUASOU412 Manage audio input sources

SITEEVT004 Provide event staging support

There will be an additional 90-minute exam for those students wishing to use this 
course as part of a scored assessment contributing to your ATAR. This external 
assessment will contribute 34% of your study score mark, while the other 66% 
comes from the second year units. 

RTO
Cosamp (41549) / onsite

MusicY10, Y11 & Y12
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Music Performance Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Music Performance
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 1&2 are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and 
Semester 2. Across both units, the focus is to improve overall musicianship through 
performance of solo and ensemble works and the consolidation of technical ability 
on a selected instrument (including voice).

In undertaking this unit, students are expected to practise consistently, prepare a 
program designed to build and extend their skills and confidence as performers. 
In addition to this, musicianship skills are extended upon, including aural training, 
composition, analytical listening and the development of appropriate musical 
language to express ideas.

Areas of Study

• aural training
• performance
• critical listening

Assessment Items

• solo or group performance
• performance preparation

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Music Performance

Prior Learning

Year 10 Music Craft

Unit 2: Music Performance
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 1&2 are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and 
Semester 2. In Unit 2, musical development is broadened as students undertake 
coursework in composition and improvisation.

Students maintain consistent practise on their instruments and through solo 
or group performances, build and extend their skills as performing musicians. 
Musicianship skills continue to be extended upon, including aural training, 
composition, analytical listening and the development of appropriate musical 
language to express ideas.

Areas of Study

• aural training
• performance
• critical listening

Assessment Items

• solo or group performance
• performance preparation
• composition or improvisation

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Music Performance

Prior Learning
Unit 1 Music Performance

E Elective Semester 1

MusicY11

E Elective Semester 2
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Music Performance Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Music Performance
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 3&4 are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and 
Semester 2. Accross both units, the focus is to improve overall musicianship 
through performance of solo and ensemble works and the consolidation of 
technical ability on a selected instrument (including voice).

In undertaking this unit, students are expected to practise consistently, and to 
prepare a program designed to build and extend their skills and confidence as 
performers. In addition to this, musicianship skills are extended upon, including 
aural training, composition, analytical listening and the development of appropriate 
musical language to express ideas.

Areas of Study

• aural training
• performance
• critical listening

Assessment Items

• solo or group performance
• performance preparation

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Music Performance

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Music Performance

Unit 4: Music Performance
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 3&4 are designed to be taken as a sequence spanning Semester 1 and 
Semester 2. In Unit 2, musical development is broadened as students undertake 
coursework in composition and improvisation.

Students maintain consistent practise on their instruments and through solo 
or group performances, build and extend their skills as performing musicians. 
Musicianship skills continue to be extended upon, including aural training, 
composition, analytical listening and the development of appropriate musical 
language to express ideas. 

Areas of Study

• aural training
• performance
• critical listening

Assessment Items

• solo or group performance
• performance preparation
• composition or improvisation

Future Pathways

Bachelor of Music at a tertiary institute

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Music Performance

Unit 3 Music Performance

E Elective Year Long

MusicY12
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YEAR 10

Dance   117

Drama   117

Theatre Production 118

YEAR 11

Dance Unit 1&2 119

Drama Unit 1&2 120

YEAR 12

Dance Unit 3&4 121

Drama Unit 3&4 122

The Arts enable students to develop their creative and expressive 
capacities by learning about the different practices, disciplines 
and traditions that have shaped the expression of culture locally, 
nationally and globally.

Performing Arts
LEARNING AREAS 116HOME 116GLOSSARY HOME



Dance
COURSE OVERVIEW
The Year 10 Dance course exposes students to various dance styles such as 
Contemporary, Hip Hop and Jazz. Students learn about safe dance practice, dance 
techniques and dance artistry. Students learn composition skills as well as dances 
learnt from a choreographer. They will also develop an appreciation of Dance as 
an artform. Students will have the opportunity to display their talents at various 
showcases and events. 

Areas of Study

• safe dance practice
• dance elements, movement categories and choreographic devices
• learnt choreography
• composition and performance skills

Assessment Items

• dance composition
• learnt group dance
• dance appreciation and safe dance practice

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Dance

Dance Teacher, Performing Artist

Drama
COURSE OVERVIEW
Year 10 Drama focuses on devising eclectic styles of theatre, as well as scripted 
scene study.

Character development, script interpretation as well as terminology, evaluation and 
criticism are also addressed. Students will learn about performance development 
processes, and devise, develop and present an ensemble performance for a public 
audience. Students will make and support judgments about the value, intentions 
and qualities of drama produced by themselves and others.

Areas of Study

• Realism: Stanislavski’s method and scene study
• Eclectic Theatre: Verbatim Theatre/DocuDrama
• ensemble devising and performance

Assessment Items

• scripted performance scene
• devised eclectic theatre performance
• performance analysis

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Drama

The study of Drama can provide pathways to university and TAFE study in any 
Drama, Dance, Music or Theatre-related course.

E Elective One Semester E Elective One Semester

Performing ArtsY10
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Theatre Production
COURSE OVERVIEW
The Year 10 Theatre course focuses on taking a script from page to stage. Students 
work through the theatre production process and put on a live show. You can 
choose to specialise in directing, acting or in a design production role. This includes 
set and prop design, costume and make-up design, lighting, sound and multimedia. 
Students will learn about the theatre industry, the craft of acting and the magic 
of storytelling through design and technical elements. Students collaborate and 
work within a team developing their leadership skills, solving creative problems and 
develop pathways to the various production roles in the arts industry.

Areas of Study

• theatre production process
• production roles
• acting
• critiquing and viewing theatre

Assessment Items

• production role research and design folio
• theatre production process
• critiquing theatre
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Drama, Unit 1&2 Theatre Studies

The study of Drama can provide pathways to university and TAFE study in any 
Drama, Dance, Music or Theatre-related course.

E Elective One Semester

Performing ArtsY10
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Dance Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Dance
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the potential of the body as an instrument of 
expression and communication. Students discover the diversity of expressive 
movement and purposes for dancing by exploring times, places, cultures, traditions 
and/or styles. They commence the process of developing a personal movement 
vocabulary and begin the practices of documenting and analysing movement. 
Through this work they develop understanding of how other choreographers use 
these practices.

Students learn about relevant physiology and approaches to health and wellbeing, 
and about care and maintenance of the body. They apply this knowledge through 
regular and systematic dance training. Students explore the choreographic process 
through movement studies, cohesive dance compositions and performances. 

Areas of Study

• dance perspectives
• choreography and performance
• dance technique and performance
• awareness and maintenance of the dancer’s body

Assessment Items

• dance analysis
• choreograph and perform a Dance work
• perform a learnt solo, duo or group dance work
• Safe Dance report
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Dance. The study of Dance can provide pathways to training and tertiary 
study in Performance, Education and Dance Criticism.

Prior Learning

Year 10 Dance

Unit 2: Dance
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students extend their personal movement vocabulary and skill in 
using a choreographic process by exploring elements of movement (time, space 
and energy), the manipulation of movement through choreographic devices and 
the types of form used by choreographers. Students apply their understanding 
of the choreographic processes used to realise a solo or group dance work – 
choreographing and/or learning, rehearsing, preparing for performance and 
performing.

Students are introduced to a range of dance traditions, styles and works. They 
describe the movement vocabulary in their own and others’ dances by identifying 
the use of movement categories and ways the elements of movement have been 
manipulated through the use of choreographic devices. Students make links 
between the theoretical and practical aspects of dance across the areas of study.

Areas of Study

• dance perspectives
• choreography and performance
• dance technique and performance

Assessment Items

• dance report
• choreograph and perform Dance work
• performance of a learnt solo, duo or group dance work and report
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Dance

The study of Dance can provide pathways to training and tertiary study in 
Performance, Education and Dance Criticism.

Prior Learning
Unit 1 Dance

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

Performing ArtsY11
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Drama Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Drama
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit focuses on creating, presenting and analysing a devised solo and/or 
ensemble performance that includes real or imagined characters and is based on 
stimulus material that reflects personal, cultural and/or community experiences and 
stories. Students apply play-making techniques to shape and give meaning to their 
performance. They manipulate expressive and performance skills in the creation 
and presentation of characters, and develop awareness and understanding of how 
characters are portrayed in a range of performance styles. 

This unit also involves analysis of  a work by professional drama performers. 

Areas of Study

• creating a devised performance
• presenting a devised performance
• analysing a devised performance
• analysing a professional Drama performance

Assessment Items

• solo or ensemble Drama work demonstrating playmaking techniques
• solo or ensemble Drama work to demonstrate characters
• analysis of the work of Outcomes 1 and 2
• written analysis to structured questions
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Drama

The study of Drama can provide pathways to training and tertiary study in Acting, 
Communication and Drama Criticism.

Prior Learning

Year 10 Drama

Unit 2: Drama
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students study aspects of Australian identity evident in contemporary 
drama practice. 

This unit focuses on the use and documentation of the processes involved in 
constructing a devised solo or ensemble performance. Students create, present 
and analyse a performance based on a person, an event, an issue, a place, an 
artwork, a text and/or an icon from a contemporary or historical Australian context. 

Areas of Study

• using Australia as inspiration
• presenting a devised performance
• analysing a devised performance
• analysing an Australian Drama performance

Assessment Items

• solo or ensemble Drama work demonstrating stories and characters
• solo or ensemble Drama work to demonstrate stories and characters
• analysis of the work of Outcomes 1 and 2
• written analysis to structured questions
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Drama

The study of Drama can provide pathways to training and tertiary study in Acting, 
Communication and Drama Criticism.

Prior Learning
Unit 1 Drama

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

Performing ArtsY11
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Dance Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Dance
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students choreograph, rehearse and perform a solo dance work that 
allows them to execute a diverse range of physical skills and actions drawn from all 
movement categories. Students continue regular and systematic dance training and 
learn and perform a duo or group dance work created by another choreographer. 
Students analyse the realisation of their solo and the learnt duo or group dance 
work, focusing on the processes of choreographing or learning, rehearsing, 
preparing for performance and performing. 

Students further develop their understanding of the choreographic process 
through analysis of two dance works by choreographers of the twentieth and/or 
twenty-first centuries. 

Areas of Study

• dance perspectives
• choreography, performance and analysis of a skills-based solo dance work
• dance technique, performance and analysis of a learnt dance work

Assessment Items

• analysis of two works selected from the Prescribed list of dance works
• analysis of the processes used in the choreography, rehearsal and performance 

of a skills-based solo dance work choreographed by the student
• performance of a learnt dance work created by another choreographer

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Dance

The study of Dance can provide pathways to training and tertiary study in 
Performance, Education and Dance Criticism.

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Dance 

Unit 4: Dance
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students choreograph, rehearse and perform a solo dance work with 
a cohesive structure. When rehearsing and performing this dance work students 
focus on communicating the intention with accurate execution of choreographic 
variations of spatial organisation. They explore how they can demonstrate artistry in 
performance. 

Students continue to develop their understanding of the choreographic process 
through analysis of a group dance work by a twentieth or twenty-first century 
choreographer. 

Areas of Study

• dance perspectives
• choreography, performance and dance-making analysis

Assessment Items

• analysis of a work selected from the Prescribed list of dance works
• analysis of the processes used in the choreography, rehearsal and performance 

of a solo dance work with a cohesive structure choreographed by the student
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Dance

The study of Dance can provide pathways to training and tertiary study in 
Performance, Education and Dance Criticism.

Prior Learning
Unit 3 Dance

E Elective Year Long

Performing ArtsY12
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Drama Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Drama
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the work of drama practitioners and draw on 
contemporary practice as they devise ensemble performance work. Students 
explore performance styles and associated conventions from a diverse range of 
contemporary and/or traditional contexts. They work collaboratively to devise, 
develop and present an ensemble performance. Students create work that reflects 
a specific performance style or one that draws on multiple performance styles and 
is therefore eclectic in nature.  

Areas of Study

• devising and presenting ensemble performance
• analysing a devised ensemble performance
• analysing and evaluating a professional Drama performance

Assessment Items

• development and presentation of characters within a devised ensemble 
performance.

• analysis of the development and performance of characters from the ensemble 
work developed for Outcome 1.

• analysis and evaluation of a play selected from the Unit 3 Playlist

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Drama

The study of Drama can provide pathways to training and tertiary study in Acting, 
Communication and Drama Criticism.

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Drama

Unit 4: Drama
UNIT OVERVIEW
This unit focuses on the development and the presentation of devised solo 
performances. Students explore contemporary practice and works that are eclectic 
in nature; that is, they draw on a range of performance styles and associated 
conventions from a diverse range of contemporary and traditional contexts. They 
experiment with application of symbol and transformation of character, time and 
place. They apply conventions, dramatic elements, expressive skills, performance 
skills and performance styles to shape and give meaning to their work. Students 
consider the use of production areas to enhance their performance and the 
application of symbol and transformations. 

Areas of Study

• demonstrating techniques of solo performance
• devising a solo performance
• analysing and evaluating a devised solo performance

Assessment Items

• a one- to two-minute presentation of a solo demonstration and a short oral or 
written statement, which describes techniques used in the demonstration

• devising a solo performance
• analysis and evaluation of the solo performance devised in Outcome 2
• exam

Future Pathways

The study of Drama can provide pathways to training and tertiary study in Acting, 
Communication and Drama Criticism.

Prior Learning
Unit 3 Drama

E Elective Year Long

Performing ArtsY12
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YEAR 10

Biology   124

Chemistry  124

Physics   125

Psychology  125

Science Inquiry 126

YEAR 11

Biology Unit 1&2  127

Chemistry Unit 1&2  128

Environmental Science Unit 1&2  129

Physics Unit 1&2  131

Psychology Unit 1&2  132

YEAR 12

Biology Unit 3&4  133

Chemistry Unit 3&4  134

Physics Unit 3&4  135

Psychology Unit 3&4  136

Science provides an empirical way of answering interesting and 
important questions about the biological, chemical, physical and 
technological world.

Science

VET options
Students are able to apply for the 
following Science VET courses in Year 
10, 11 or 12:

Laboratory Skills 
VET Certificate III 130
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Biology 
COURSE OVERVIEW
Why is life so diverse on earth? How did life evolve to be adapted to an 
environment? Why do sharks and dolphins look so alike if one is a fish and one is a 
mammal? How do genes affect the way an organism interacts with its environment? 
How have humans affected biodiversity via climate change and habitat destruction?
Biology is the science of life, in all its beautiful, unusual and wonderful forms. Come 
join us with curiosity to understand how all living things are connected.

Areas of Study

• genetics and heredity
• natural selection and evolution

Assessment Items

• practical work
• research project
• case studies
• topic tests
• exam

Future Pathways

All Unit 1&2 Science subjects

Chemistry 
COURSE OVERVIEW
What explains the different colours that are seen when fireworks explode in 
the night sky? What about how two dangerous chemicals like sodium metal and 
chlorine gas combine to form harmless table salt? Chemistry is the science which 
explains how chemicals behave and interact with each other, and students of 
this science are given the tools to visualise what is happening at the atomic level. 
Students undertaking chemistry will learn through a combination of blended 
learning activities, hands-on practical activities, and project tasks.

Areas of Study

• atomic theory and the periodic table
• ionic and covalent bonding
• chemical equations
• stoichiometry

Assessment Items

• practical work
• inquiry project
• topic tests
• exam

Future Pathways

All Unit 1&2 Science subjects

ScienceY10

E Elective One Semester E Elective One Semester
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Physics 
COURSE OVERVIEW
While you do not have to understand all aspects of physics to use many appliances, 
some knowledge can help you enjoy and appreciate these and the many other 
examples of the physical world. Physicists are accomplishing many exciting 
and extraordinary things this century and they have been able to make both 
experimental and theoretical advances at a seemingly increasing rate.
As you go through this course you will relate as much as possible of the theory 
of physics to your everyday experience. If you have an interest in an occupation 
dealing in engineering, medical imaging, radiation therapist, surveyor, pilot, 
biophysicist and many other fields, physics is a prerequisite to these fields of study.

Areas of Study

• measurement and quantities in physics
• electrical circuits
• motion
• properties of waves
• the Big Bang theory

Assessment Items

• practical work
• assignments/projects
• topic tests
• exam

Future Pathways

All Unit 1&2 Science subjects

Psychology 
COURSE OVERVIEW
Investigating thoughts, feelings and behaviour is the core business of Psychology. 
This dynamic branch of science looks to biological, psychological and social 
influences to explain patterns of behaviour and individual differences. This course 
offers students the opportunity to develop an understanding of how psychology 
came to be and the nature of its scientific methods; to research the brain and 
the nervous system as well as diving into the influences of mental wellbeing. To 
successfully complete the subject, students must complete several assessed 
components including tests, a scientific poster and analysis of case studies.  

Areas of Study

• How does psychology investigate human behaviour? 
• How does the brain and nervous system operate in daily life? 
• What influences mental wellbeing?

Assessment Items

• introduction to psychology and research methods test 
• brain dissection and poster 
• mental wellbeing case study analysis
• exam

Future Pathways

All Unit 1&2 Science subjects

ScienceY10

E Elective One Semester E Elective One Semester
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Science Inquiry 
COURSE OVERVIEW
Science Inquiry is a hands-on, practical science option for students with a 
preference for applied learning situations. This unit covers basic principles in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics, while challenging students to engage with an 
extended scientific project. Students will focus on developing science inquiry skills 
including questioning, predicting, planning valid investigations, measuring, recording 
data and analysing results.

Areas of Study

• scientific inquiry process and skills
• planning and conducting an investigation
• information literacy
• written communication

Assessment Items

• practical work
• project design brief
• project report and presentation
• topic tests

Future Pathways

Science Inquiry would benefit students interested in a vocational pathway in  
senior years.
 
It is not intended as a direct pathway into VCE Science, and students should 
consider Year 10 Biology, Chemistry and Physics as prerequisites for VCE.

ScienceY10

E Elective One Semester

LEARNING AREAS SCIENCE
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Biology Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Biology 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Whether life forms are unicellular or multicellular, all are faced with the challenge 
of obtaining nutrients, water, energy, a means of disposing of their waste products, 
and adapting to their environment. The role of stem cells in cell specialisation is 
explored along with the ability of cells to maintain an animal’s internal environment. 

Areas of Study

• How do cell’s function? 
• How do plant and animal systems function? 
• scientific investigation 

Assessment Items

• SACs
• practical work
• research investigation
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Biology

Unit 2: Biology
UNIT OVERVIEW
For life to continue, living things must be able to reproduce. The rich variety 
of reproductive strategies that animals and plants have is no accident – and 
designed to create diversity. Patterns of inheritance are studied to predict the 
genetic outcomes of offspring, leading to a study of physiological and behavioral 
adaptations that enhance an organism’s survival.   

Areas of Study

• How is inheritance explained? 
• How do inherited adaptations impact diversity? 
• research of a bioethical issue 

Assessment Items

• SACs
• practical work
• research investigation
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Biology

ScienceY11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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Chemistry Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Chemistry 
UNIT OVERVIEW
The development and use of materials for specific purposes is an important 
human endeavour. Students investigate the chemical structures and properties of 
a range of materials, including covalent compounds, metals, ionic compounds and 
polymers. They are introduced to ways that chemical quantities are measured. They 
consider how manufacturing innovations lead to more sustainable products being 
produced for society using renewable raw materials and a transition from a linear 
economy towards a circular economy.

Areas of Study

• How do the chemical structures of materials explain their properties and 
reactions?

• How are materials quantified and classified?
• How can chemical principles be applied to create a more sustainable future?

Assessment Items

• SACs
• research investigation
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Chemistry

Unit 2: Chemistry 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Society is dependent on the work of chemists to analyse the materials and products 
in everyday use. In this unit students analyse and compare different substances 
dissolved in water and the gases that may be produced in chemical reactions. They 
explore applications of acid-base and redox reactions in society.

Areas of Study

• How do chemicals interact with water?
• How are chemicals measured and analysed?
• How do quantitative scientific investigations develop our understanding of 

chemical reactions?

Assessment Items

• SACs
• annotations of practical work
• practical investigation
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Chemistry

ScienceY11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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Environmental Science Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Environmental Science
UNIT OVERVIEW
Earth has been dramatically altered over the past 4.5 billion years by naturally 
occurring climate swings, volcanic activity and drifting continents. Human activities 
and lifestyles have an impact on and are being impacted with both immediate and 
far-reaching effects. In this unit students focus on how ecosystems can influence 
environmental conditions Students explore how changes that have taken place 
throughout recent history are fundamental to predicting the likely impact of future 
changes. They consider a variety of influencing factors in achieving a solutions-
focused approach to responsible management of challenges related to natural and 
human-induced environmental change.

Areas of Study
• How are Earth’s systems organised and connected?
• How do Earth’s systems change over time?
• scientific investigation

Assessment Items
• fieldwork activity
• topic tests
• analysis and evaluation of a case study
• a response to an issue or media article
• problem solving involving science concepts
• a modelling or simulation activity
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Environmental Science

Unit 2: Environmental Science 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students consider pollution as well as food and water security as complex 
and systemic environmental challenges facing current and future generations. They 
examine the characteristics, impacts, assessment and management of a range of 
pollutants that are emitted or discharged into Earth’s air, soil, water and biological 
systems, and explore factors that limit and enable the sustainable supply of adequate 
and affordable food and water. A student-directed investigation explores how 
science can be applied to address Earth’s capacity to sustain life in the context of the 
management of a selected pollutant and/or the maintenance of food and/or water 
security.

Areas of Study
• How can we manage pollution to sustain Earth’s systems?
• How can we manage food and water security to sustain Earth’s systems?
• student Investigation

Assessment Items
• practical activities
• topic tests
• an investigation involving collation of secondary data
• a designed solution to an environmental issue or challenge
• problem solving involving science concepts
• a modelling or simulation activity
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Environmental Science

ScienceY11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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MSL30118 Laboratory Skills
COURSE OVERVIEW
Certificate III in Laboratory Skills provides students with the necessary knowledge 
and skills associated with the day-to-day operation of a laboratory and associated 
technical tasks such as sampling and testing. Unit 1&2 of the program include 
recording and presenting data, planning and conducting laboratory/field work, 
maintaining the laboratory fit for purpose, with electives such as performing basic 
tests and assisting with fieldwork included. Unit 3&4 offer scored assessment 
and incorporate units such as performing aseptic techniques, contributing to the 
achievement of quality objectives, preparing working solutions, preparing culture 
media and performing microscopic examinations.

Students who complete Certificate III in Laboratory Skills will be eligible for up to 
four (4) units of credit towards their VCE: four units at Unit 1&2 level  and a Unit  
3&4 sequence.

Students wishing to receive an ATAR contribution for the Unit 3&4 sequence of 
VCE VET Laboratory Skills must undertake scored assessment for the purpose of 
achieving a study score. This study score can contribute directly to the ATAR, either as 
one of the student’s best four studies (the primary four) or as a fifth or sixth study.

Possible Future Pathway Considerations

Complements University Science, Engineering and Health courses. Laboratory 
technician

Recommendations for Entry

Successful completion of any Year 10 Science

Recommendations for Entry as an ALP

A combined average of 65% for all Learning Tasks across all Semester 1 subjects

Areas of Study

The course is delivered over a two year period. The two-year program  is as follows. 
Please note: courses and electives are subject to change at short notice.

Year 1 Year 2
MSMENV272 Participate in 
environmentally sustainable work 
practices

MSL933006 Contribute to the 
achievement of quality objectives

MSL913003 Communicate with other 
people

MSL973014 Prepare working solutions

MSL913004 Plan and conduct 
laboratory/field work

MSL973016 Perform aseptic 
techniques

MSL922001 Record and present data MSL973019 Perform microscopic 
examination

MSL943004 Participate in laboratory/
field workplace safety

Select two electives Elective
MSL973013 Perform basic tests MSL973015 Prepare culture media

MSL973017 Assist with fieldwork

MSL933005 Maintain the laboratory/
field workplace fit for purpose

RTO

AST (4603) / onsite

III VET Certificate III 2 years

Laboratory SkillsScienceY11 & Y12
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Unit 1: Physics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Physicists are accomplishing many exciting and extraordinary things this century 
and they have been able to make both experimental and theoretical advances at 
a seemingly increasing rate. In this unit students examine ideas and models used 
by physicists to understand energy. Models used to understand light, thermal 
energy, radioactivity, nuclear processes and electricity are explored. Students apply 
these physics ideas to societal issues: communication, climate change and global 
warming, medical treatment, electrical home safety and Australian energy needs. 

Areas of Study

• How are light and heat explained?
• How is energy from the nucleus utilised?
• How can electricity be used to transfer energy?

Assessment Items

• SACs
• research investigation
• chapter tests
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Physics
 

Unit 2: Physics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students explore the power of experiments in developing models 
and theories. They investigate a variety of phenomena by making their own 
observations and generating questions, which in turn lead to experiments. Any 
students who have an interest in an occupation dealing in engineering, medical 
imaging, radiation therapist, surveyor, pilot, biophysicist and many other fields, then 
Physics is a prerequisite to these fields of study. 

Areas of Study

• How is motion understood?
• elective study – to be confirmed between teacher and class
• practical investigations

Assessment Items

• SACs
• research investigation
• chapter tests
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Physics

ScienceY11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

Physics Unit 1&2
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Psychology Unit 1&2

Unit 2: Psychology 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In this unit students will analyse how social cognition influences individuals to 
behave in specific ways and evaluate ways in which others can influence individuals 
to behave differently. Students will explore biological, psychological and social 
factors that can influence a person’s perception of visual and taste stimuli and 
investigate factors that may lead to perceptual distortions. Students will design 
and conduct a scientific investigation into the influences on perception and/or 
behaviour. They will generate, organise and interpret data, drawing conclusions on 
their chosen research question. 

Areas of Study

• How are people influenced to behave in particular ways?
• What influences a person’s perception of the world?
• How do scientific investigations develop understanding of influences on 

perception and behaviour?

Assessment Items

• evaluation of case study
• data analysis
• media analysis
• scientific poster
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1, 3&4 Psychology

Unit 1: Psychology 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Psychology is for people with a desire to better understand why people think, feel and 
behave in a particular way. In this unit, students investigate the complex interactions 
between biological, psychological and social factors on a person’s psychological 
development and evaluate what may occur when this development is atypical. Students 
explore how different approaches to understanding the brain have changed over 
time, compare the roles of different areas of the brain in human behaviour and mental 
processes and evaluate how brain plasticity and brain injury can change biopsychosocial 
functioning.  Conducting scientific research is crucial in psychology and research 
methods are a central focus of this course. Students will develop a response to a piece of 
contemporary psychological research and investigate its validity and reliability. 

Areas of Study

• What influences psychological development?
• How are mental processes and behaviour influenced by the brain?
• How does contemporary psychology conduct and validate psychological research?

Assessment Items

• evaluation of case study
• data analysis
• media analysis
• response to contemporary psychological research
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Psychology

ScienceY11

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2
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Biology Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Biology
UNIT OVERVIEW
In Unit 3 Biology, essential molecules in the body like proteins and nucleic acids are 
explored. The biological consequences of DNA manipulation are examined and how 
to apply biotechnologies including CRISPR-Cas9 and genetically modified organisms 
are understood. Biochemical pathways such as photosynthesis and cellular 
respiration show students the workings of a cell as a complex chemical system. The 
application of ethical understanding in Biology also gives students an insight into 
the real-life situations that Biologists face. 

Areas of Study

• What is the role of nucleic acids and proteins in maintaining life? 
• How are biochemical pathways regulated? 
• practical investigation (undertaken in either Unit 3 or Unit 4)

Assessment Items

• SACs

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Biology

Bachelor of Science, Diploma of Science and other related pathways

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Biology

Unit 4: Biology 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In Unit 4 Biology, the complexity of the immune system is explored. The way that 
the body responds to specific pathogens is examined and investigated. Students 
also examine the relatedness between species and the evidence for evolution. 
They investigate how changes to genetic material have given rise to new species 
over time and how advancements in molecular biology have impacted upon 
human understanding of life. Students explore the fossil records to identify the 
interrelationship between biology and culture. They apply knowledge of the DNA 
molecule to investigate molecular tools and techniques along with social and ethical 
implications of gene technology. 

Areas of Study

• How do organisms respond to pathogens? 
• How are species related over time? 
• practical investigation (undertaken in either Unit 3 or Unit 4) 

Assessment Items

• SACs
• exam

Future Pathways

Bachelor of Science, Diploma of Science and other related pathways

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Biology

ScienceY12

E Elective Year Long
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Chemistry Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Chemistry 
UNIT OVERVIEW
The global demand for energy and materials is increasing with world population 
growth. In this unit students explore energy options and the chemical production of 
materials with reference to efficiencies, renewability and the minimisation of their 
impact on the environment.

Areas of Study

• What are the options for energy production?
• How can the yield of a chemical product be optimized?
• practical investigation (undertaken in either Unit 3 or Unit 4)

Assessment Items

• SACs
• practical investigation

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Chemistry

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Chemistry

Unit 4: Chemistry 
UNIT OVERVIEW
The carbon atom has unique characteristics that explain the diversity and number 
of organic compounds that not only constitute living tissues but are also found in 
the fuels, foods, medicines and many of the materials we use in everyday life. In this 
unit students investigate the structural features, bonding, typical reactions and uses 
of the major families of organic compounds including those found in food.  

Areas of Study

• How can the diversity of carbon compounds be explained and categorised?
• What is the chemistry of food?
• practical investigation (undertaken in either Unit 3 or Unit 4)

Assessment Items

• SACs
• exam

Future Pathways

Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Chemical Engineering, Nursing, Laboratory 
Technician and many more

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Chemistry

ScienceY12

E Elective Year Long
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Physics Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Physics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Have you ever been a passenger in an automobile, aircraft, or train?  
Have you ever had a X-ray, CAT scan, or had your eyes tested? Have used  a 
mobile phone, computer or listened to a CD? If you answered yes to any of these 
questions, then you have had contact with the world of physics.  

In Unit 3 students study projectile motion, linear motion and circular motion, gravity 
and satellites and electric circuits.

Areas of Study

• How do fields explain motion and electricity?
• How are fields used to move electric charge?
• How fast can things go?

Assessment Items

• SACs

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Physics

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Physics

 

Unit 4: Physics 
UNIT OVERVIEW
In Unit 4 Physics students build on their skills from Unit 3. They study light and 
matter, including Einstein’s theories, properties of waves and interaction of waves.

It is the stuff of Einstein, Newton and Steven Hawking’s, it is the stuff of engineers 
and rocket scientists and our future. 

Areas of Study

• How can waves explain the behaviour of light?
• How are light and matter similar?
• practical investigation

Assessment Items

• SACs
• exam

Future Pathways

All branches of Engineering, Medical Imaging Astrophysics, Optometrist, 
Meteorological Services

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Physics

ScienceY12

E Elective Year Long
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Psychology Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Psychology
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students explore how the functioning of the human nervous system enables 
a person to interact with the external world and analyse the different ways in 
which stress can affect psychobiological functioning. Students apply models to 
explain learning to familiar, new and novel contexts and discuss memory as a 
psychobiological process, including the fallibility of memory. Students can relate 
these topics to real life experiences and research methods are utilised throughout 
the unit to explore these concepts in a scientific way.

Areas of Study

• How does the nervous system enable psychological functioning?
• How do people learn and remember?

Assessment Items

• SACs

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Psychology

Prior Learning
Unit 1&2 Psychology

Unit 4: Psychology 
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students investigate the demand for sleep and evaluate the effects of sleep 
disruption on a person’s psychological functioning. Students also discuss the 
concept of mental wellbeing, apply a biopsychosocial approach to explain the 
development and management of specific phobia, and discuss protective factors 
that contribute to the maintenance of mental wellbeing. Students design and 
conduct a scientific investigation related to mental processes and functioning, and 
present an aim, methodology and methods, results, discussion and a conclusion in 
a scientific poster.

Areas of Study

• How does sleep affect mental processes and behaviour?
• What influences mental wellbeing?
• How is scientific inquiry used to investigate mental processes and psychological 

functioning?

Assessment Items

• SACs
• exam

Future Pathways

Bachelor of Science, Diploma of Science and other related pathways

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Psychology

ScienceY12

E Elective Year Long
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Through Visual Arts, students make and respond using visual 
arts knowledge, understanding and skills to express meanings 
associated with personal views, intrinsic and extrinsic worlds.

Visual Arts
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Visual Art
COURSE OVERVIEW
Visual Art in Year 10 aims to continue to build on a student’s awareness of how 
and why artists realise their ideas as different visual art practices. Teacher directed 
tasks will be used to encourage students to explore and develop concepts that lead 
to an evolvement of personal aesthetic and style. Students will experiment with 
more contemporary skills and processes in both 2D and 3D art forms and in turn 
students will make at least two finished artworks. As part of their own art making, 
students will also draw on artworks from a range of cultures, times and locations to 
critically interpret and analyse.

Areas of Study

• experimentation of materials, techniques and processes in both 2D and 3D art 
forms

• visual diary of exploration and development with finished artworks
• a series of writing tasks
• exhibition spaces

Assessment Items

• visual diary of potential directions
• two finished artworks
• comparative written/oral task
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Art Making and Exhibiting

Unit 1&2 Visual Communication Design

Media
COURSE OVERVIEW
In Year 10 Media students learn how to be critically aware of how messages in 
media are constructed and communicated through film and advertising, analyzing 
the way in which audiences respond in different eras. Through media analysis, 
students investigate and develop an understanding of structure, intent, character, 
settings, viewpoints and genre conventions. As well as this development in media 
literacy, students are provided with opportunities to develop practical skills in 
video and cinematic effects and put this into action  in their own collaborative film 
production. 

Areas of Study

• practical exercises in cinematic effects
• media analysis: representations of teens in film
• collaborative film production
• media analysis: representations of gender in advertising

Assessment Items

• production exercises
• collaborative film productions
• representations of teens in film
• photographic representation and manipulation
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Media

E Elective One Semester E Elective One Semester

Visual ArtsY10
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Photo Art
COURSE OVERVIEW
In Year 10 Photo Art students explore how artists can express ideas through the 
medium of digital photography and technologies through a series of themed tasks. 
Students will explore sophisticated photographic principles to learn professional 
photography practices and editing techniques to create artworks for display and 
presentation. Students will have the opportunity to use a variety of camera types 
including a DSLR camera. They will also explore editing techniques in programs 
such as Adobe Photoshop as well as experiment with fine art techniques. As part 
of their photographic practice, students draw on artworks from a range of cultures, 
times and locations to critically interpret and analyse.

Areas of Study

• camera skills and techniques
• photographic production in a range of themes
• a series of writing tasks
• exhibition spaces

Assessment Items

• thematic digital photography folio
• visual diary documentation of process
• comparative written/oral task
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Art Making and Exhibiting

Unit 1&2 Visual Communication Design

E Elective One Semester

Visual ArtsY10
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Architectural Design
COURSE OVERVIEW
In Year 10 Architectural Design students will develop skills to communicate 
information about the design of exterior, interior and/or landscape spaces. 
Students will engage in a design process to create floor plans, elevations and 3- 
dimensional drawings, providing an experience in design as an architect. They will 
develop drawing, construction and model making skills to create final presentations 
and analyse and investigate their own design decisions as well as those of existing 
architectural design examples.

Areas of Study

• environmental design - this can include architectural design, interior design, 
landscape design, set design and exhibition/display design

Assessment Items

• architectural design
• the design process
• visual communication analysis
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Visual Communication  
Design

Design fields including architecture,interior  
design, landscape design, building design,  
design and drafting and others

Visual Communication Design
COURSE OVERVIEW
In Year 10 Visual Communication Design students will develop their skills in undertaking 
a design process to solve design problems. They will explore manual drawing methods 
such as observational and visualization and digital drawing methods using programs 
in the Adobe Creative Suite. As part of their own design making, students will also 
analyse the ways in which designers use elements and principles to produce visual 
communications. Students will produce a range of final presentations demonstrating 
creative approaches to satisfying a client’s design needs.

Areas of Study

• communication design - this can include graphic design, information design, 
digital and web design, advertising, print publication/book illustration and 
typographic design, package/surface design, logo design and brand identity.

Assessment Items

• communication design
• the design process
• visual communication analysis
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 1&2 Visual Communication

Unit 1&2 Media

Unit 1&2 Art Making and Exhibiting

Design fields including architecture, graphic  
design, industrial design, illustration and others

E Elective One Semester E Elective One Semester

Visual ArtsY10
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Media Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Media
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students explore the construction and representation of people, ideals and 
institutions in media texts from a range of eras. Students learn to understand their 
audiences, analyse and create a variety of media forms including video production 
and animation, using a range of equipment and software to complete the media 
production process. They understand a variety of media industry roles and develop 
practical skills in a range of forms including animation, sound and film. Students 
also explore and analyse how media constructions reflect Australia’s cultural 
identity. 

Areas of Study

• media representations
• media forms in production
• Australian stories

Assessment Items

• media representations short answer and extended response questions
• practical production task
• Australian stories analysis task
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2 Media

Unit 3&4 Media

Unit 3&4 Art Making and Exhibiting

Prior Learning

Year 10 Media

Year 10 Photo Art

Unit 2: Media
UNIT OVERVIEW
Students develop through analysis and production, an understanding of narrative 
construction and communication. Students also analyse the changes in production, 
distribution and consumption of new forms of media and the effects of these new 
forms on wider society.

Areas of Study

• narrative, style and genre
• narratives in production
• media and change

Assessment Items

• analysis of style and genre in narratives
• narrative media production 
• media and change extended response
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Media

Unit 3&4 Art Making and Exhibiting

Unit 3&4 Visual Communication Design

Prior Learning
Unit 1 Media

Year 10 Media

Year 10 Photo Art

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

Visual ArtsY11
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Art Making and Exhibiting Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Art Making and Exhibiting
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course enables students to explore, expand and investigate materials, 
techniques and processes in a range of art forms. Students will develop an 
understanding of how materials relate to art forms and how they can be used in the 
making of artworks. 

Students will also undertake a journey of exploration and experimentation with 
materials and techniques to inspire ideas and will document these in both visual 
and written form in a visual arts journal. 

Areas of Study

• explore - materials, techniques and art forms
• expand - make, present and reflect
• investigate - research and present

Assessment Items

• visual art journals
• finished artworks
• exhibition information
• unit examination

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Art Making and Exhibiting

Unit 2, 3&4 Visual Communication Design

Unit 2, 3&4 Media

Prior Learning

Year 9 and 10 Visual Art, Year 9 and 10 Photo Art

Unit 2: Art Making and Exhibiting
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course enables students to continue to develop an understanding of how 
artworks are made through an investigation of artists and aesthetic qualities. 
Students will respond to a set theme and develop their own ideas by exploring 
materials, techniques, process and art elements and principles. 

They will plan and develop a finished artwork. Students will explore how visual 
language is created in artworks and engage with exhibitions like galleries, museums, 
exhibitions spaces and/or site-specific spaces. 

Areas of Study

• understand - ideas, artworks and exhibition
• develop - theme, aesthetic qualities and style
• resolve - ideas, subject matter and style

Assessment Items

• thematic exhibition
• experimental artworks and documentation
• finished artworks
• unit examination

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Art Making and Exhibiting

Unit 3&4 Media

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Art Making and Exhibiting, Year 10 Visual Art, Year 10 Photo Art

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

Visual ArtsY11
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Visual Communication Design Unit 1&2

Unit 1: Visual Communication 
Design
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course provides the creative opportunity to explore, develop and produce 
visually stimulating concepts centered on drawing and visualisation techniques. 
It introduces the design process to students and allows imagination and 
experimentation to form the bases of the design tasks. Students investigate ways 
of representing form and surface textures, and apply different materials and 
media to render drawings and produce final presentations. They illustrate their 
understanding of the design elements and principles through the use of manual 
and digital methods.

Areas of Study

• drawing as a means of communication
• design elements and design principles
• visual communication design in context

Assessment Items

• industrial design
• graphic design
• design in context
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 2, 3&4 Visual Communication Design

Prior Learning

Year 10 Visual Communication Design, Year 10 Architectural Design

Unit 2: Visual Communication 
Design
UNIT OVERVIEW
This course provides students with the opportunity to creatively engage in all 
stages of the design process and communicate ideas through the exploration of 
specific design fields. It introduces communication design through a detailed study 
of typography, whilst environmental (architectural) and/or industrial design fields 
are presented using a variety of 2D drawings and 3D modelling systems. Students 
will create visually stimulating final presentations using both manual and digital 
applications that reflect their response to a design brief.

Areas of Study

• technical drawing in context
• type and imagery
• applying the design process

Assessment Items

• environmental design 
• type and imagery exploration
• design process application
• exam

Future Pathways

Unit 3&4 Visual Communication Design

Prior Learning

Unit 1 Visual Communication Design, Year 10 Visual Communication Design,  
Year 10 Architectural Design

E Elective Semester 1 E Elective Semester 2

Visual ArtsY11
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Media Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Media
UNIT OVERVIEW
In Unit 3 Media students explore narrative film and how institutional, contextual 
and ideological factor shape audience reception and narrative construction. In 
addition, students begin planning a product of their own and have the option of 
making any of the following:

• film production
• audio production
• animated production
• print production/magazine

Students spend Unit 3 planning and preparing for this media project.  
They brainstorm, investigate, refine, script, storyboard, practice shooting, etc. 
This then forms the basis of their production in Unit 4. 

Areas of Study

• narrative and ideology
• media production development
• media production design

Assessment Items

• narrative and ideology SAC
• media production development
• media production design

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Media

Prior Learning

Year 10 Photo Art, Year 10 Media

Unit 4: Media
UNIT OVERVIEW
In Unit 4, alongside making the media production planned in Unit 3, students study 
power and influence in the modern media landscape. Students analyse and discuss 
the new nature of media control and influence between creator and audience and 
reasons and challenges surrounding media regulations.

Areas of Study

• media production
• agency and control in and of the media

Assessment Items

• media production SAT
• agency and control in and of the media
• exam

Future Pathways

Media teaches students a range of sophisticated presentation skills that have 
significant usefulness in many professions including Film Making, Television 
Production, Sound Production and Mixing, Game Development and Design, 
Journalism, IT and App Development Photography

Prior Learning
Unit 3 Media

E Elective Year Long

Visual ArtsY12

• digital and/or online production
• photographic series
• convergent media production
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Art Making and Exhibiting Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Art Making and Exhibiting
UNIT OVERVIEW
In Unit 3, students will actively engage in art making through using material, 
techniques and processes. They undertake and exploration to develop artworks in 
imaginative and creative ways. Through recording their research of artists, artworks 
and collected ideas, students will document their inspirations and influences to 
develop their own style. 

They will plan and develop artworks and receive constructive feedback on the 
progress of their artmaking from their peer group. Students will also have the 
opportunity to visit an exhibition to develop an understanding of the role a curator 
has in planning and writing information about an exhibition.  

Areas of Study

• collect - inspirations, influences and images
• extend - make, critique and reflect
• connect - curate, design and propose

Assessment Items

• SACs
• SAT

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Art Making and Exhibiting

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Studio Art (2022)

Unit 4: Art Making and Exhibiting
UNIT OVERVIEW
In Unit 4, students will make connections to the artworks they have made in Unit 3. 
They will consolidate and extend their ideas and art making to refine and resolve 
their artworks. Students will reflect on their finished artworks and evaluate the 
aspects that have been used to make them. 

As students continue to engage with galleries, museums and other exhibitions 
spaces in this unit, they will also develop knowledge on methods that have been 
used and considerations involved in the presentation, conservation and care of 
artworks. 

Areas of Study

• consolidate - refine and resolve
• present - plan and critique
• conserve - present and care

Assessment Items

• SACs
• continued SAT
• written exam

Future Pathways

Art or Design, TAFE or Undergraduate/Bachelor Courses

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Art Making and Exhibiting

E Elective Year Long

Visual ArtsY12
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Visual Communication Design Unit 3&4

Unit 3: Visual Communication 
Design
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 3 Visual Communication Design is imaginative, creative, inspiring and focuses 
on the visual communication of ideas, relevant to meeting the needs of a specific 
brief. Students focus on exploring communication, industrial and environmental 
design, whilst working through a design process that challenges their creative, 
critical and reflective thinking techniques. They have the opportunity to develop a 
range of drawing skills, use digital media and create a variety of 2D and 3D methods 
to produce their own visual language, which culminates in the production of final 
presentations.

Areas of Study

• analysis and practice in context
• design industry practice
• developing a brief and generating ideas

Assessment Items

• SACs
• SAT

Future Pathways

Unit 4 Visual Communication Design

Prior Learning

Unit 1&2 Visual Communication Design

Unit 4: Visual Communication 
Design
UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit 4 allows students to explore their individual passion for design  and investigate 
and respond to the design field of their choosing. Students develop an imaginative 
brief and utilise a range of digital, manual, two and/or three-dimensional methods, 
media and materials to visually communicate. They explore how the application of 
design elements and principles target specific audiences and ultimately students 
produce two final presentations  that reflect a creative, imaginative and purposeful 
application of the brief.

Areas of Study

• development of design concepts
• final presentations
• evaluation and explanation

Assessment Items

• continued SAT 
• exam

Future Pathways

The study of Visual Communication Design can provide pathways to university 
and TAFE courses in a variety of art and design related studies. These include 
advertising, digital and web design, UX design, architectural design, industrial 
design, communication design, interior design, product design, landscape design, 
building design, design and drafting and others.

Prior Learning

Unit 3 Visual Communication Design 

E Elective Year Long

Visual ArtsY12
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The College also provides students with opportunities to access unique 
courses off site and onsite at the College. We are committed to supporting 
students to pursue their educational and career goals, and will seek 
appropriate access for students where possible.

It may be a VET training course, at one of Melbourne’s Registered Training 
Organisations, or a University Acceleration Course that interest students.

In this section you can find out more about these additional program 
options.



Off-Campus Vocational 
Education and Training 
(VET) Units
Vocational Educational and Training (VET) units are designed to deliver workplace 
specific skills and knowledge based competencies. The curriculum delivered and 
assessment in these programs is based on the skills and knowledge needed to 
undertake tasks for a particular job or career. Students undertaking VET units can 
gain a nationally recognised qualification and achieve credits towards completion of 
their VCE or VCE VM program. 

VET courses will suit you if you enjoy learning in a practical and hands-on 
environment that has a clear job focus. 

At Caroline Chisholm Catholic College VET is a requirement for the VCE VM pathway 
but can be incorporated as part of Year 10 and the VCE also. Some VET units are 
offered at the College and as part of the College timetable.

These units are described in the learning areas section of this guide and include:

• Certificate III in Sport and Recreation
• Certificate III in Music
• Certificate III in Music Industry - Sound Production
• Certificate III in Applied Languages (Japanese)
• Certificate III in Laboratory Skills
• Certificate II in Applied Fashion Design and Technology
• Certificate III in Health Services Assistance
• Certificate II in Small Business (Operations/Innovation)
• Certificate III in Community Service

Students interested in studying an Off-Campus VET unit need to 
discuss this option with:

Ms Pilioglou j.pilioglou@cccc.vic.edu.au

The College also offers the opportunity for students to study VET Units off-campus 
at local Registered Training Organisations (RTOs), such as a TAFE, university or 
another secondary college. Some examples of Off-Campus VET Units are:

• Agriculture, Horticulture, Conservation  
and Land Management

• Animal Studies
• Applied Fashion Design and Technology
• Applied Language
• Automotive
• Beauty and Make up
• Building and Construction
• Business
• Communications Technology
• Community Services
• Creative and Digital Media
• Dance
• Electrical Industry

REFER TO THE 2023 SELECTING A VET PROGRAM OF STUDY HANDBOOK.

Off-Campus VET units

• Are available to students beginning study in Year 10 or Year 11.
• Require students to study away from Caroline Chisholm Catholic College for up 

to one day per week.
• Require students to make their own arrangements for travel to and from the 

registered training organisation (RTO).
• Could have additional financial costs for parents/students. Financial assistance 

from the College may be available.

*It should be noted that a $200 admin fee is applicable for all VET courses. All fees 
associated with a VET program must be paid on time. Should a student withdraw 
prior to completion of the course/certificate or after enrolments close, full tuition 
costs will be incurred by the student in accordance with the certificate level 
undertaken and the costs to the College.

• Engineering
• Equine Studies
• Furnishing
• Health
• Hospitality
• Information, Digital Media and  

Technology
• Integrated Technologies
• Laboratory Skills
• Music Industry
• Plumbing
• Photography
• Salon Assistant
• Sport and Recreation
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Workplace Skills

II VET Certificate II Year Long

LEARNING AREAS

BSB20120 Workplace Skills
COURSE OVERVIEW
The Certificate II level program prepares students for entry-level positions across a 
diverse range of business services settings and can help to open the door to a vast 
array of non-technical employment opportunities. It can also lead to further study in 
either technical or non-technical vocations and aims to develop the most common 
and transferable skills and knowledge required of almost any workplace.

Topics covered include:

• Planning and preparation

• Prioritisation and time mangaement

• Teamwork and workplace etiquette

• Effective work habits

• Common digital technologies

• Common business applications

• Safe and sustainable work practices

• Communication skills

• Teamwork and workplace etiquette

• Critical thinking and basic problem solvingPossible Future Pathway Considerations

The program includes:
BSBPEF101 Plan and prepare for work readiness

BSBPEF202 Plan and apply time management

BSBWHS211 Contribute to health and safety of self and others

BSBCMM211 Apply communication skills

BSBOPS201 Work effectively in business environments

BSBTEC201 Use business software applications

BSBTEC203 Research using the internet

BSBTEC202 Use digital technologies to communicate in a work 
environment

BSBCRT201 Develop and apply thinking and problem solving skills

BSBSUS211 Participate in sustainable work practices

Permissible substitute units:
BSBPEF201 Support personal wellbeing in the workplace

BSBTEC101 Operate digital devices

BSBTWK201 Work effectively with others

BSBOPS203 Deliver a service to customers

149HOMEADDITIONAL PROGRAMS



Community Services

III VET Certificate III 2 Years

CHC32015 Community Services
COURSE OVERVIEW
To provide access to a range of potential career paths within the community 
services industry. Provide training and skill development for the achievement 
of competence in areas such as casework, community development and advocacy.

VCE students are eligible for up to four VCE VET units. 
20 days work placement is compulsory to successfully complete this course.

Future pathways

Certificate IV, Diploma and Advanced Diploma in Community Services

Recommendations for Entry as an ALP

A combined average of 65% for all Learning Tasks across all Semester One subjects.

Year 1 Year 2
BSBWOR202 Organise and complete 
daily work activities

CHCCS016 Respond to client needs 

CHCCOM001 Provide first point of 
contact 

CHCCDE003 Work within a community 
development framework 

CHCCOM005 Communicate and work 
in health or community services

CHCCDE004 Implement participation 
and engagement strategies

CHCDIV001 Work with diverse people CHCECE012 Support children to 
connect with their world

HLTWHS001 Participate in workplace 
health and safety 

FSKLRG09 Use strategies to respond 
to routine workplace problems

FSKOCM07 Interact effectively with 
others at work 

BSBWOR201 Manage Personal Stress 
In The Workplace

HLTAID002 Provide Basic Life Support 

HLTAID003 Provide First Aid 

RTO 
IVET (40548)
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Early Childhood Education and CareY11 & Y12

III VET Certificate III (Partial) 2 Years

CHC30121 Certificate III Early  
Childhood Education and Care 
(Partial)
COURSE OVERVIEW
Start a purposeful career working with children and ensure their safety, well-being 
and development goals are achieved. Students will learn how to use organisational 
policies, procedures and individual children’s profiles to plan activities and provide 
care to children; facilitating their leisure and play and enabling them to achieve 
their developmental outcomes in an inclusive way. Job outcomes include; educator, 
recreation assistant, playgroup supervisor, kindergarten assistant.

Possible Future Pathway Considerations 

On completion of this qualification, students may wish to complete the full 
Certificate III of Early Childhood Education and Care.

Location

Caroline Chisholm Catholic College

Duration, Delivery & Assessment

3 hours a week (Note: this course is delivered one afternoon per week in a 3 hour 
block)

Total of 150 hours per year (110 delivery hours and 40 hours of placement)

Assessments include; written & oral questions, projects and observations of skill

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

• Access to a computer or smart device and the internet to complete your studies.

•  Obtain a Working with Children check (WWCC) prior to commencing your 
placement

•  The required Language, Literacy and Numeracy skills to complete a Certificate III 
level course. This will be assessed in your pre training review during enrolment.

Areas of Study

The course is delivered over two years. The two year program is as follows:

Year 1 Year 2
CHCECE056 Work effectively in 
children’s education and care

CHCECE034 Use an approved learning 
framework to guide practice 

CHCECE055 Meet legal and ethical 
obligations in children’s education and 
care 

CHCECE037 Support children to 
connect with their natural environment 

HLTWHS001 Participate in workplace 
health and safety

CHCECE030 Support inclusion and 
diversity

HLTFSE001 Follow basic food safety 
practices 

CHCECE054 Encourage understanding 
of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 
Islander peoples’ cultures

HLTAID012 Provide first aid in an 
education and care setting 

CHCPRT001 Identify and respond to 
children and young people at risk

RTO 
Melbourne College of Further Education MCFE is a division of iAscend Polytechnic 
Pty. Ltd. RTO (21340) / onsite

Note 
Students only need to obtain a Working With Children Check if they are over 18.

LEARNING AREAS ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS 151HOME



University acceleration studies offer students the opportunity to 
complete university units during Year 12. The units completed are 
equivalent to a full first year university subject.

The mode of delivery of these courses vary but may include; on 
site at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College, or online, travel to the 
University or other host schools.

The College endeavours to offer units on campus and part of 
the College timetable when available. In the past the College has 
delivered units in Education, Health Science and Exercise Science in 
partnership with the Australian Catholic University.

The chance to complete university study in Year 12 is also offered 
by institutions such as Monash University, The University of 
Melbourne and Deakin University. 

A variety of courses are available.

Taking up a university study in Year 12 allows students to begin 
and complete a university subject while still at school. Courses 
provide credit towards a reduced load at the selected university 
and may be transferrable to other universities. These studies 
can also provide credits towards the calculation of the Australian 
Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR). 

Students interested in picking up a University study in Year 12 
should speak with the Careers Coordinator. A request from 
(“Request to Study a University Unit During Year 12”) needs to be 
completed.

University Acceleration Studies
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VCE Vocational Major (VM)
Victoria is transforming the delivery of senior secondary education.
The VCE Vocational Major will be replacing the Victorian Certificate 
of Applied Learning (VCAL) in 2023. Whilst the new certificate is still 
an applied learning program these changes will allow for greater 
choice and flexibility for students. It acknowledges that Vocational 
and Applied Learning (VAL) pathways are high quality choices for 
all students and strengthens perceptions and understanding of 
senior school certificates in the community.

Who is the VCE VM for?
•  Students in Year 11 and 12 who would benefit from an applied 

learning approach to teaching and assessment

•  Students who would benefit from the flexibility to combine SWL 
or an SBAT in their senior school program

•  Students who are not requiring a direct pathway to university via 
an ATAR

Applied learning is not…
•  The ‘easy option’

•  For disengaged students

•  Always ‘hands on’ or kinaesthetic learning

Applied Learning
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COURSE STRUCTURE
To complete the VCE VM, students must satisfactory complete 16 – 20 units over 
two years.

Of these 16 – 20 units, the program must include:

•  Three Literacy or VCE English units (including a Unit 3 and 4 sequence)

• Two Numeracy or VCE Mathematics units

• Two Work Related Skills units

• Two Personal Development Skills

• 180 nominal hours of VET at Certificate II level or above

•  Minimum of four Unit 3 and 4 sequences (including Literacy or VCE English).

Students can also include other VCE subjects and structured workplace learning 

A summary of the compulsory units can be seen below.

1. Religious Education

As a Catholic and faith-focussed community, Religious Education is an important 
and compulsory part of the curriculum. Studies in religious education aid students 
in developing their appreciation and understanding of the richness of the Catholic 
tradition, as well as the connections between their everyday life experience and the 
activity of God in their lives.

Students will have the opportunity to explore their religious self-understanding and 
spiritual awareness, along with decision making that is informed by the Catholic 
Tradition and Catholic social teaching. Students will investigate questions, and 
undertake projects, being open to religious interpretations of the world. They will 
also deepen their understanding and appreciation of key scriptures. Students will 
explore the impact of religion on how people live, ethics, religion and issues in the 
workplace, servant leadership and social justice initiatives.

2. Literacy

The literacy units enable students to develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to 
read and write a range of texts on everyday subject matters. Students will also use 
and respond to spoken language. Students will develop literacy skills to meet the 
demand of the workplace, the community, further study and their own needs and 
aspirations.

3. Numeracy

The numeracy units give students the opportunity to develop their mathematical 
knowledge and skills. As the students develop these skills, they apply them to 
familiar and unfamiliar settings with and without the use of software tools and 
devices. Students will also develop everyday numeracy practices to make sense of 
their personal, public and future vocational lives.

Applied Learning
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4. WRS – Work Related Skills

Students will work collaboratively on school based projects focusing on enterprise, 
teamwork, communication, resume writing, job applications, researching industry 
areas, and OH&S to gain knowledge to enter into the workforce. The unit will also 
include structured work placement for students to work in their chosen industry.

5. PDS – Personal Development Skills

In these units, students develop knowledge and skills that leads to the development 
of self, social responsibility, building community, civic responsibility, improving self 
confidence and other skills important for life and work.

6. VET Certificate

Students are required to undertake a vocational study in a nationally-recognised 
VET (Vocational Education and Training) qualification. Students can choose from the 
broad range of VET in School programs offered by the College.

Assessment

-  Satisfactory completion of these units is based on whether the student has 
demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for each unit.

-  There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge 
and key skills.

- Assessments are completed mainly under teacher supervision.

Applied Learning
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Abbreviations and terms explained.

Assessment Task
A task set by the teacher to test a student’s 
achievement of the learning outcome.

ATAR
Australian Tertiary Admissions Ranking.  
Formerly the ENTER.

Authentication
The process of making sure that the work submitted 
has been done by the student concerned.

Derived Examination Score
An examination score that is calculated by the VCAA, 
for a student who has been granted special provision 
for VCAA written examinations.

ESL
English as a Second Language.

General Achievement Test (GAT)
A test that is done by all students doing at least one 
Unit 3&4 sequence. It forms a part of the statistical 
moderation process.

ICT
Information and Communications Technology.

Outcomes
What students are required to know, or be able to do, 
in order to satisfactorily complete a unit.

Satisfactory Completion
A school decision that a student has demonstrated 
achievement of all the outcomes in a VCE unit.  The 
student will get S (Satisfactory) for the unit. If the 
outcomes have not been achieved, the student will 
get N (Not satisfactory) for the unit.

School Assessed Coursework (SAC)
A school-based grade which has to be reported to the 
VCAA. It forms a part of the student’s overall grade for 
a VCE unit. Assessment tasks used for this purpose 
are referred to as School Assessed Coursework Tasks.

School Assessed Task (SAT)
A school-based assessment for a Unit 3&4 sequence 
that is set by VCAA but assessed by the teacher. The 
marks are reviewed by VCAA.

School-Based Apprenticeship  
Traineeship (SBAT)
School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships 
(SBATs) is an option within the Vocational Education 
and Training in Schools (VETiS). They are available 
to secondary school students over 15 years old and 
enrolled in the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) 
or the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL). 
A SBAT offers students the option of combining part-
time employment, school and training and leads to a 
nationally recognised qualification.

Glossary
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Abbreviations and terms explained.

Semester
One half of the year. Most units are completed in one 
semester.

Sequence
Unit 3&4 are to be taken together. This is called a 
sequence.

Special Provision
Special arrangements that are made for students 
who are experiencing hardship. The arrangements 
are different for School Assessed Coursework and for 
VCAA written examinations. Special Provision  is only 
approved by the VCAA.

Statement of Results
The documents issued by the VCAA which show the 
results achieved by the students in the VCE.

Statistical Moderation
The process used to ensure that the school’s 
assessments are in line with the assessments of all 
the other schools in Victoria.

Studies
The subjects available in the VCE.

Study Design
A book which describes the content of a study in VCE 
and how the work of students is to be assessed.

TAFE
Technical and Further Education.

Units
A section of a subject that normally takes one 
semester to complete. The units at VCE are 
numbered 1, 2, 3 and 4. Unit 1&2 are usually studied 
in Year 11 and Unit 3&4 in Year 12.

VCAA
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. 
The organisation which administers the running  of 
VCE and VCE VM programs.

VCE
Victorian Certificate of Education.

VCE Certificate
The Certificate awarded to students who meet the 
requirements for successful completion of the VCE.

VCE Provider
A school or other institution authorised to offer VCE 
units.

VCE VM
Victorian Certificate of Education - Vocational Major 

VELS
Victorian Essential Learning Standards. A prep to Year 
10 curriculum framework developed by the Victorian 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority. VELS replaces 
the previous framework, CSF II (Curriculum Standards 
Framework II) from 2006. More information on VELS 
may be found at vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au

VET
Vocational Education and Training. VET certificates are 
nationally recognised qualifications. 

Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre 
(VTAC)
A body that works for the Universities and TAFEs. 
It calculates and distributes the ATAR for each Year 12 
student.

Glossary
158HOME



204 Churchill Ave,  
Braybrook VIC 3019
Phone (03) 9296 5311
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